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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c18TkF5n1UA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c18TkF5n1UA


Bernards Township School District
■ 5,200 Students

■ 4 Elementary, 1 Middle, 1 High School
■

School St Pop % SE % ELL % F&R Lunch % White % Asian % Hispanic % Black

RHS 1889 14 .3 2.3 73.4 20.3 4 .7

WA 1382 14 .5 2.2 68.3 24.2 4.4 4.4

CH 610 15 .3 2.6 71.3 19.3 4.9 1.6

LC 556 16 .2 2.3 68 20.1 6.7 1.1

MP 687 17 3.6 .9 38.1 49.5 7.6 .7

OS 579 13 .5 4 82.4 6.9 7.5 .7



Religious discrimination or 
legitimate land use issues?

❖ Islamic Society of Basking 
Ridge (ISBR) applied to build 
mosque in Liberty Corner, April 
2012

❖ Bernards Township Planning 
Commission ultimately rejected 
proposal, citing land use 
considerations, December 2015

❖ ISBR has sued, claiming 
Planning Board violated 
Religious Land Use and 
Institutionalized Persons Act 
(RLUIPA)

❖ Currently under investigation



Activity 1: Perspective Taking
For each scenario:

▪  person think this

▪ What is their perspective?  What experiences might have shaped 
their perspectives?

▪ What questions would you ask to understand their perspective

▪ What is it about YOUR perspective that might make it difficult for 
you to understand this person’s perspective, or make it more likely 
for you to agree?



Quote 1 

Stephanie Silva, 39, of Warwick, R.I., heard all the 
candidates during the primaries. When she heard 
Trump, she recalled, “it was almost as if he was 
speaking to me. It was almost as if he knew my 
family's problems.’’



Quote 2 
As Elizabeth Lynch, an 18-year-old college student 
from Centennial, Colo., put it simply when 
explaining her decision to vote for Trump: “I’m 
extremely pro-life, so I liked what he said about 
protecting religious freedom and liberty.”



Quote 3
“We are going to become just another country where our 
government is basically the babysitter, or we’re going to 
become a country that shows self-sufficiency again like it did 
when I was a young man,’’ said Pat Acciavatti, 77, of St. Clair 
Township, Mich. “The country I grew up in is definitely not the 
country I live in.’’
 



Quote 4
“My voice obviously wasn’t heard in the primaries 
with the election that was so clearly rigged from the 
start,” said Sarah Hernandez, a Sanders supporter. 
“So in order to make my voice heard in the election, 
I’ll be voting for Jill Stein.”
 



Quote 5
Why I’m voting for Clinton: “I believe she’s evolved back to be 
the progressive Democrat she used to be, more progressive 
than her liberal husband.. I’m tired of seeing her confronted 
by entitled men weighing in on her personal honesty and 
likability, treating the most admired woman in the world like a 
woman who’s applying to be his secretary.“
 



Quote 6 
... a young white man broke the news to Clinton that his 
generation is with Bernie Sanders. “I just don’t see the same 
enthusiasm from younger people for you. In fact, I’ve heard 
from quite a few people my age that they think you’re 
dishonest. But I’d like to hear from you on why you feel the 
enthusiasm isn’t there.”
 



Quote 7  
“I know she is smart. She is super-smart. There are very few 
people who have run for president who are as well informed 
about the details of foreign and domestic policy as she is. I will 
vote for Hillary Clinton because I trust that she will have a 
steady hand on American foreign policy. I will vote for her 
because I trust that she will shape domestic policies to 
strengthen our economy and to increase equity.”
 



Activity 2:  What if a student says…?
For each scenario:

▪ Individually, write down your gut reaction.

▪ Discuss with your group:

▫ How does this challenge your ability to teach students 
how to think for themselves?

▫ How does this challenge your ability to focus on teaching 
students the “electoral process” over the “politics” of the 
election.



 Scenario 1:

“I don’t understand how anyone with a brain could 
consider voting for Trump.  Especially anyone with 
brown or black skin - that’s like voting against yourself.”
 



 Scenario 2:

“Clinton is a liar and she sent a lot of classified 
information through a regular gmail account.  I don’t 
see how you can trust a person like that to be 
president.”

 



 Scenario 3:

“Trump is right - we should build a wall and then round 
up anyone who came here illegally and anyone who 
could be a terrorist.  At least he has the guts to protect 
our country.”

 



 Scenario 4:

“If Clinton is our President, we will definitely get 
attacked.  ISIS won’t take a woman president 
seriously.”



 Scenario 5:

Your choice - what’s something you think a student will 
say that you want to be prepared to respond to?



Grade 5 
Amanda Hughes, Mount Prospect



Grade 5 
Amanda Hughes Mount Prospect

Once there was a group of Politicians that needed help 
understanding a rather complicated section of the 
Constitution.  After depleting all their resources, judges, 
College Professors, scholars and historians... they finally 
decided to call in the experts- Fifth Grade teachers!



Every Year in 5th Grade
-Declaration of Independence

-Constitution

-Bill of Rights

-Election Process

-Electoral College

-Field trip to National Constitution Center in Philadelphia in the Spring



In Election Year
How are you a part of the election 

process? 

Have you read any articles about 
the election? 

Will you go with your parents to 
vote? 

What is a debate? 

What issues are you passionate 
about? 

Scholastic Road to the White House
Road to the White House Activity Sheet

http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/road-to-the-white-house/
http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/road-to-the-white-house/
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/11230054/1456505
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/11230054/1456505


Elementary
Perspective

Activity
- Display a picture similar to 

this one for the whole class 
to see.  

- Ask half the class to explain 
what the mother thinks of the 
sweater. Other half explains 
what the son might be 
thinking. 

- Compare answers
- Same Sweater- different 

thoughts

What does the mom think of the sweater?

What does the son think of the sweater?



Elementary Perspective on the Issues
Education and Criminal Justice

●  How does the education you receive affect your future?

Terrorism, Security, and Gun Control

●  What is worth fighting for?

 Immigration and Refugee Crisis

●  How can immigration lead to conflict and/or progress?

 Health Care and Climate Change 

● How does where you live influence how you live?

 Gender Equality and Income Inequality

●  How do we measure equality? *From Newsela.com

http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/213225623-Election-Issues-Education-and-Criminal-Justice
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/213225623-Election-Issues-Education-and-Criminal-Justice
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/211746426-Election-Issues-Terrorism-Homeland-Security-and-Gun-Control
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/211746426-Election-Issues-Terrorism-Homeland-Security-and-Gun-Control
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/213225983-Election-Issues-Immigration-and-Refugee-Crisis
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/213225743-Election-Issues-Health-Care-and-Climate-Change
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/213226683-Election-Issues-Gender-Equality-and-Income-Inequality


Election Activities
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson396/ElectionWebsites.pdf

Leveled Non-Fiction Articles about the Election
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/election-2016?tag=election2016&page_size=27

Student Vote
https://newsela.com/students-vote/?utm_source=nws&utm_campaign=stdvote16&utm_medium=w

eb&utm_content=pm

More Scholastic
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/election-2016-guide-teachers

http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/vocabulary/

http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/

Elementary Resources

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson396/ElectionWebsites.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson396/ElectionWebsites.pdf
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/election-2016?tag=election2016&page_size=27
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/election-2016?tag=election2016&page_size=27
https://newsela.com/students-vote/?utm_source=nws&utm_campaign=stdvote16&utm_medium=web&utm_content=pm
https://newsela.com/students-vote/?utm_source=nws&utm_campaign=stdvote16&utm_medium=web&utm_content=pm
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/election-2016-guide-teachers
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/election-2016-guide-teachers
http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/vocabulary/
http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/vocabulary/
http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/
http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/


Resources▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson396/ElectionWebsites.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson396/ElectionWebsites.pdf
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/election-2016?tag=election2016&page_size=27
https://newsela.com/articles/#/featured/election-2016?tag=election2016&page_size=27
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/election-2016-guide-teachers
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/election-2016-guide-teachers
http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/vocabulary/
http://election.scholastic.com/election-central/vocabulary/
http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/
http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/
http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/
http://www.seussville.com/catinhat4prez/
https://www.kidsvotingusa.org/
http://election.scholastic.com/latest-news/


Grade 8 
Heather Ferino, William Annin





Devil’s Advocate
1. Take a Side

a. Political belief survey
b. Find an issue you feel strongest about

2. Justify Your Position
a. Research and support the argument

3. Play Devil’s Advocate
a. Research and support the opposing position

4. Argue for the Opposing Side
a. Debate
b. Town Hall Meeting (each student has a role)

5. Reflect
a. Does the argument get stronger when you can see both sides?  



Devil’s Advocate Resources
▪ Understanding the moral roots of liberals and conservatives (finding truth 

despite our political leanings)

▪ Survey: Which candidate is right for you?

▪ Position Papers of Clinton 

▪ Position Papers of Trump

▪ Town Hall Meeting Format for the Classroom

https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en#t-934988
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en#t-934988
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en#t-934988
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en#t-934988
http://2016election.procon.org/2016-election-quiz.php
http://2016election.procon.org/2016-election-quiz.php
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/POSITIONS
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/POSITIONS
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/Town_Hall_Meeting_Guide.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/Town_Hall_Meeting_Guide.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson-docs/Town_Hall_Meeting_Guide.pdf


Grades 11-12 
Jennifer Raphaels, RHS











The Silent Conversation

http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/downloads/2005/pov-hidingandseeking-reproduciple4.pdf
http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/downloads/2005/pov-hidingandseeking-reproduciple4.pdf


Rationale

●
●

●
●



Prep - Select Stimulus



Prep - Gather materials

-
-
-
-



Prep - Direct students

-
-
-
-



Step 1 - Begin dialogue

●

●

●
○





Step 2 - Exchange stimuli

●

●

●
○



Step 3 - Break the silence

●



Step 4 - Debrief

●
●
●
●

●



Variations...

▪
▪
▪



Additional Resources

Pew Political Identity Quiz

Isidewith

Speak Up for Civility

Teaching in the Time of Trump

http://www.people-press.org/quiz/political-typology/
http://www.people-press.org/quiz/political-typology/
https://www.isidewith.com/political-quiz
https://www.isidewith.com/political-quiz
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/TT_Speak_Up_for_Civility_Contract_0.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/TT_Speak_Up_for_Civility_Contract_0.pdf
http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/se/8001/80011636.pdf
http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/se/8001/80011636.pdf


Questions? Comments?

■ Will send PowerPoint
■ Will send Survey with PD certificate 


