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Human Rights Education and 2020 Standards
List Compiled by the NJ Council for the Social Studies

Hank Bitten

Grades K-5

6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate 
authority and rules have impacted individuals and communities.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain [how individuals can work together to make decisions in the classroom] why teachers, local community 
leaders, and other adults have a responsibility to make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.

6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to individuals feeling 
accepted.

6.1.2.HistoryUP.3: Use examples from the past and present to describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict.

6.1.5.CivicsPD.3: Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to 
community, state, national, and global challenges.

6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and democratic principles impact the decisions made at the 
local, state, and national government (e.g., fairness, equality, common good).

6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of fundamental 
rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).

6.1.5.CivicsPR.2: Describe the process by which immigrants can become United States citizens.

6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
contribute to the improvement of American democracy (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, 
freedom of assembly, freedom of petition, the right to vote, and the right to due process).

6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other historical civil rights 
leaders served as catalysts for social change, inspired social activism in subsequent generations. 

6.1.5.CivicsHR.3: Cite examples from a variety of sources to describe how national and international leaders, businesses, and 
global organizations promote human rights and aid individuals and nations in need. 

6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such 
actions.

6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation 
among European colonists and Native American resulting in changes to conditions.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.4: Use evidence to document how the interactions among African, European, and Native American groups 
impacted their respective cultures.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical documents to determine the role they played in past and present-day government 
and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights).

6.1.5.HistoryUP.3: Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and 
culture.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.4: Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of Native 
American groups. 

6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and events by people with different cultural 
or individual perspectives.

6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world.

6.1.5.HistoryCA.1: Craft an argument, supported with historical evidence, for how factors such as demographics ([i.e.,] e.g., 
race, gender, religion, and economic status) affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era.
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Grades 6-8 U.S.

6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the governed, 
rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a 
federal government that allows for growth and change over time.

6.1.8.CivicsPD.3.a: Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights.

6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or not the ideals found in the Declaration of 
Independence were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government during the Early 
Republic (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts).

 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the political and economic expansion of the United 
States.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of slavery violated human rights and contradicted 
American ideals.

6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: Examine [a variety of] sources from a variety of perspectives to describe efforts to reform education, 
women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum period.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increase in immigration and explain why ethnic and cultural 
conflicts resulted.

6.1.8.HistoryUP.5.a: Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from 
multiple perspectives.

6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.f: Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from different perspectives.

Grades 6-8 World

6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the 
political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations.

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and 
equality. 

6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Compare the status of groups in the Ancient World to those of people today and evaluate how individuals 
perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now (i.e., political, economic, and social).

6.1.5.GeoPP.5: Describe how the migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups impacted different regions of 
the Western Hemisphere. 

6.1.5.GeoPP.6: Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people and 
explain why their experiences differed.
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Grades 9-12 US

6.1.12.[History]CivicsDP.3.b: Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native American 
migration and removal. 

6.1.12.HistoryUP.3.a: Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by considering 
multiple perspectives over different time periods (e.g. Native American/European, Native American/White settlers, 
American/Latin American, American/Asian).

6.1.12.CivicsDP.6.a: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives to document the ways in which women organized to 
promote government policies designed to address injustice, inequality, and workplace safety (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, 
and the temperance.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.6.d: Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s rights, including the work of important 
leaders and the eventual ratification of the 19th Amendment (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and 
Lucy Stone).

6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a: Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain how social intolerance, xenophobia, and fear of 
anarchism led to restrictive immigration and refugee  laws, and the violation of the human rights of individuals and groups.

6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.a: Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define and expand individual rights 
and use evidence to document the long-term impact of these decisions on the protection of civil and human rights.

6.1.12.CivicsDP.11.a: Use a variety of sources to determine if American policies towards the Japanese during WWII were a 
denial of civil rights. 

6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a: Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human rights that occurred 
during the Holocaust and other genocides.

6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.b: Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of United Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of the United States to them.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during 
the Holocaust.

6.1.12.HistorySE.12.a: Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations and evaluate the effectiveness of United 
Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of the United States to them.

6.1.12.CivicsDP.13.a: Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court decisions the Voting Rights 
Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade).

6.1.12.EconEM.13.a: Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures [(e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
sit downs)] as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights (e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs).

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.c: Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define and expand individual rights 
and use evidence to document the long-term impact of these decisions on the protection of civil and human rights.] 

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives and data to determine the effectiveness of the 
federal government in addressing health care, income equality, and immigration.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.d: Analyze the successes and failures of women’s rights organizations, the American Indian Movement, and 
La Raza in their pursuit of civil rights and equal opportunities.

6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ community, and individuals 
with disabilities have [met] contributed to the American economy, politics and society.

6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspective to analyze the social, economic and political 
contributions of marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.b: Determine how the 9/11 attacks contributed to the debate over national security and civil liberties.

6.1.12.CivicsHR.15.a: Evaluate the role of diplomacy in international conflicts and policies relating to refugees and asylum 
seekers.
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6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.b: Analyze the impact of United States support for the policies and actions of the United Nations (i.e., [the 
International] Universal Declaration of Human Rights, [and the] United Nations Sustainability Goals) and other international 
organizations.

6.1.12.HistorySE.15.b: Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and government 
policies and assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United States and other nations to prevent terrorism.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b: Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap between the rich and poor, and 
evaluate how this has affected individuals and society. 

Grades 9-12 World

6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.c: Explain how the new social stratification created by voluntary and coerced  interactions among Native 
Americans, Africans, and Europeans in Spanish colonies laid the foundation for conflict.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.d: Compare slavery practices and other forms of coerced labor or social bondage common in East Africa, 
West Africa, Southwest Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 

6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.f: Assess the political, social, and economic impact of the interactions between indigenous peoples and 
colonizers over different time periods (e.g., Columbian Exchange, forced labor, slave trade and slavery practices, spread of 
disease, lingering effects on cultures).

6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.g: Assess the impact of economic, political, and social policies and practices regarding African slaves, 
indigenous peoples, and Europeans in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies. 

6.2.12.CivicsPD.3.a: Cite evidence describing how and why various ideals became driving forces for reforms and revolutions in 
Latin America and across the world (e.g., liberty, popular sovereignty, natural rights, democracy, nationalism).

6.2.12.HistoryUP.3.a: Analyze the extent to which racism was both a cause and consequence of imperialism and evaluate the 
impact of imperialism from multiple perspectives. 

6.2.12.HistoryCC.3.[b]c: Analyze the impact of the policies of different European colonizers on indigenous societies and explain 
the responses of these societies to imperialistic rule.

6.2.12.CivicsPI.4.a: Compare and contrast socialism, communism, fascism, and liberal democracy, analyze the extent to which 
they promote and protect civil, political, social and economic rights for people, and explain the reasons for their growth or 
decline around the world.

6.2.12.CivicsHR.4.a: Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of Armenians, Ukrainians, [Chinese, 
the Nazi] Jews in the Holocaust and assess the responses by individuals, groups, and governments and analyze large-scale 
atrocities including 20th century massacres in China. 

6.2.12.CivicsPI.4.b: Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and genocide.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.4.f: Analyze how the social, economic, and political roles of women in western countries were transformed 
during this time period and explore the reasons why this transformation did not occur outside of the western world. 

6.2.12.HistoryCC.4.g: Use a variety of resources from different perspectives to analyze the role of racial bias, nationalism, and 
propaganda in mobilizing civilian populations in support of “total war.”

6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.a: Analyze the impact of the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations from the perspectives of 
different nations. 

6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.b: Report on the influence of war, economic depression, and genocide on the arts, cultural values, and social 
ideas.

6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.c: Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, bystanders, and rescuers during events 
of persecution or genocide, and describe the long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.

6.2.12.CivicsPI.5.a: Analyze the structure and goals of the United Nations and evaluate the organization’s ability to protect 
human rights, to mediate conflicts, and ensure peace. 



5

6.2.12.CivicsHR.5.a: Assess the progress of human and civil rights protections around the world since the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

6.2.12.GeoPP.5.a: Use a variety of sources to explain the impact of migration on the way of life in the country of origin and the 
new country (e.g., social, economic, political structures).

6.2.12.HistoryCC.5.c: Relate the lingering effects of colonialism to the efforts of Latin American, African, and Asian nations to 
build stable economies and national identities.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.5.f: Assess the impact of Gandhi’s methods of civil disobedience and passive resistance in India and determine 
how his methods were later used by people from other countries.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.5.g: Analyze how feminist movements and social conditions have affected the lives of women in different 
parts of the world, and evaluate women’s progress toward social equality, economic equality, and political equality in various 
countries.

6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.a: Evaluate the effectiveness of responses by governments and international organizations to tensions 
resulting from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences.

6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.b: Make an evidence-based argument on the tensions between national sovereignty and global priorities 
regarding economic development and environmental sustainability and its impact on human rights.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.6.a: Evaluate the impact of terrorist movements on governments, individuals and societies. 

6.2.12.EconGE.6.a: Evaluate efforts of governmental, non-governmental, and international organizations to address economic 
imbalances, social inequalities, climate change, health and/or illiteracy.


