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NJ Learning Standards: K-2

6.1.2.CivicsCM.3 Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to 
individuals feeling accepted.

Read stories, play music, identify ethnic restaurants or food, or share how people from different cultures greet 
people or say good-bye. Discuss the unique characteristics of the different cultures. Share stories, food, songs, etc. 
that are representative of Hispanic or Latino cultures.

Make a digital display of ethnic restaurants in your community or county. Discuss who has visited them and talk 
about their menu.(Mexican, Jamaican, Peruvian, Brazilian, Cuban, etc.)

Imagine a pizza pie of 8 slices or have piles of 8 pieces of wrapped candy. Have the students distribute the 8 pieces 
to ten students fairly. (not evenly). Discuss how they divided eight pieces for ten students.

6.1.2.HistorySE.1 Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs and make inferences about how 
they have contributed to the development of the culture's history.

Hispanic Culture Folk Songs from the Library of Congress

Hispanic Folk Songs for Children

6.1.2.CivicsCM.1 Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal and civic responsibilities in a 
democratic society.

Explore how these associations are helping Hispanic and Latino students to be part of our community and nation.

National Hispanic Institute

Committee for Hispanic Families and Children

Green Latinos

6.1.2.CivicsPI.1 Describe roles and responsibilities of community and government leaders with authority 
(e.g., mayor, town council, President of the United States).

Hudson
Eliu Rivera, Freeholder District 4
Rudy Garcia, appointed mayor of Union City

Newark
Luis A. Quintana
Teresa Ruiz

Passaic
Hector Carlos Lora
Jose "Joey" Torres
Bernice Toledo, Passaic County Surrogate Court Judge and New Jersey State Superior Court Deputy Clerk. 

Bergen
Carlos Rendo, Mayor of Woodcliff Lake
Anthony R. Suarez, served as Mayor of Ridgefield, New Jersey

https://blogs.loc.gov/copyright/2021/10/six-songs-to-celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month/
https://beccasmusicroom.com/folk-songs-hispanic-heritage-month/
https://www.nationalhispanicinstitute.org/
https://www.chcfinc.org/
https://www.greenlatinos.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliu_Rivera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudy_Garcia_(New_Jersey_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luis_A._Quintana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teresa_Ruiz_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hector_Carlos_Lora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jose_%22Joey%22_Torres
https://web.archive.org/web/20171009101535/http:/passaiccountynj.org/Index.aspx?NID=133
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlos_Rendo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_R._Suarez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor_of_Ridgefield,_New_Jersey
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Middlesex
Joseph Vas
Wilda Diaz

Union
Angel Estrada
Annette Quijano

South Jersey
Nilsa Cruz-Perez (NJ Senate Economic Growth Committee Chair)
Carmen G. Rodriguez  (Camden County Freeholder)

6.1.2.CivicsPI.4 Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in a community.

Make a list of the people elected to the Board of Education and local government in your community. Create a 
graphic design of their diversity based on gender, age, ethnicity, race, etc. 

Latinos and Latinas in the U.S. (National Museum of the American Latino)

6.1.2.HistoryUP.2 Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may change 
and/or reflect more than one culture.

Construct a collage, graphic organizer, or digital poster showing examples of Latino and Hispanic food, music 
(Rickt Martin, Mariah Carey, Selena Gomez, Shakira, Christina Aguilera, Jennifer Lopez, Carlos Santana, Gloria 
Estefan, etc.), sports (soccer, baseball), and theatre (Hamilton) 

6.1.2.HistoryUP.3 Use examples from the past and present to describe how stereotyping and prejudice can 
lead to conflict.

Construct a checklist of how stereotypes or preferences lead to people feeling left out or lost. (bias for favorite 
sports teams, colors, clothing brands, styles of cars, preferences for foods, preference for music, etc.)

Explain historical examples of when Latinos and Hispanics were stereotyped or blamed for something they did not 
cause. (Mexican American war, Spanish American War, gangs, etc.)

Guide students to understand different ways to address and dismiss prejudices and stereotypes through 
conversation, trying new things, working together, etc. 

Latino Stereotypes (EBSCO)   

Mexican and Latino Stereotypes (Jim Crow Museum)    

Latino Civil Rights (National Museum of the American Latino)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Vas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilda_Diaz
https://ucnj.org/press-releases/public-info/2020/08/25/freeholder-vice-chairman-estrada-announces-retirement-effective-september-1st/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annette_Quijano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilsa_Cruz-Perez
http://www.camdencounty.com/contact/carmen-g-rodriguez/
https://latino.si.edu/learn/latino-history-and-culture/latino-history/latinos-latinas-us
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/law/latino-stereotypes
https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/mexican.htm
https://latino.si.edu/learn/latino-history-and-culture/latino-history/latino-civil-rights
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NJ Learning Standards: Grades 3-5

6.1.5.CivicsCM.1 Use a variety of sources to describe the characteristics exhibited by real and fictional people 
that contribute(d) to the well-being of their community and country.

Statewide
Esther Salas, federal district judge for the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey
Faustino J. Fernandez-Vina, Associate Justice New Jersey Supreme Court
Roberto A. Rivera-Soto, Associate Justice New Jersey Supreme Court

US Congress
Bob Menendez, United States Senator[11][12][13]

Albio Sires, Member of the United States House of Representatives 13th congressional district
State Legislators

Marlene Caride (1963), 36th Legislative District.
Gabriela M. Mosquera, State Assemblywoman, 4th Legislative District
Nilsa Cruz-Perez, State Senator, 5th District
Maria_Rodriguez-Gregg, State Assemblywoman, 8th Legislative District
Annette Quijano, State Assemblywomen 20th Legislative District
Teresa Ruiz, State Senator, 29th Legislative District
Eliana Pintor Marin, State Assemblywomen 29th Legislative District
Vincent Prieto, State Assemblyman 32nd legislative district, Speaker of Assembly
Angelica M. Jimenez, State Assemblywomen 32nd Legislative District
Ruben J. Ramos, State Assemblyman, 33rd legislative district
Caridad Rodriguez, State Assemblywoman 33rd Legislative District[14]

Nellie Pou, State Senator, 35th Legislative District
Kristin Corrado, State Senator, 40th Legislative District

6.1.5.CivicsHR.2 Research and cite evidence for how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other 
historical civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change, inspired social activism in subsequent 
generations.

Introduce your students to the life and contributions of Cesar Chavez. 

6.1.5.CivicsPD.2 Cite evidence from a variety of sources to describe how a democracy depends upon and 
responds to individuals' participation.

Cite the new mandate to teach Hispanic and Latino history in NJ schools as an example of how democracy 
represents the interests and needs of all people. 

Include examples of laws to include the Spanish language on ballots, driver license tests, etc.  (2019) 

Election Ballots Have to be in Spanish, Not Just the Sample Ballots, Court Rules (NJ.com)

N.J. Admin. Code § 13:21-8.7 - Law-knowledge tests; oral; English language; foreign language (Legal 
Information Institute) 

Language Access and Accessibility in New Jersey Government (American Civil Liberties Union) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esther_Salas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_District_Court_for_the_District_of_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faustino_J._Fernandez-Vina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Supreme_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_A._Rivera-Soto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Supreme_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Menendez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanics_and_Latinos_in_New_Jersey#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanics_and_Latinos_in_New_Jersey#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanics_and_Latinos_in_New_Jersey#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albio_Sires
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey%27s_13th_congressional_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlene_Caride
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/36th_Legislative_District_(New_Jersey)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriela_Mosquera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilsa_Cruz-Perez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Rodriguez-Gregg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annette_Quijano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teresa_Ruiz_(politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliana_Pintor_Marin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_Prieto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Legislative_Districts,_2001_redistricting#District_32
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelica_M._Jimenez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruben_J._Ramos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_Legislative_Districts,_2001_redistricting#District_33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caridad_Rodriguez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/33rd_Legislative_District_(New_Jersey)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanics_and_Latinos_in_New_Jersey#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nellie_Pou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kristin_Corrado
https://www.history.com/articles/cesar-chavez
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250929a.shtml
https://www.nj.com/news/2019/04/habla-espanol-voting-rules-in-nj-just-got-better-for-you.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/new-jersey/N-J-A-C-13-21-8-7
https://www.aclu-nj.org/know-your-rights/language-access-accessibility-new-jersey-government/
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6.1.5.HistoryCC.9 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures who 
lived New Jersey.

Carol-Lynn Parente, Executive Producer of Sesame Street (Puerto Rican-American) 
Franck de Las Mercedes, Visual Artist (Nicaraguan American) 
Tab Ramos, US national soccer team player (Uruguayan American)
 
6.1.5.CivicsPD.6 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find 
solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges.

Identify areas in your school or community where people from different cultures can benefit from bilingual 
translations. (i.e. public signs, access to unemployment insurance, public information on school and local 
government websites, etc.  

Amplifying Human Centered Language Access in New Jersey (NJ Office of Innovation)

6.1.5.EconNM.6 Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.

11 Latinx Creators to Follow in New Jersey (The Hoboken Girl)    

Hispanic Businesses are a Growing Powerhouse (New Jersey Business Magazine) 

6.1.5.HistoryUP.1 Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New 
Jersey and America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to describe the challenges they 
encountered.

Places with over 100,000 people
Elizabeth (65.72%, 2020)
Paterson (61.89%, 2020) which includes the neighborhoods of Little Lima and La Ventiuno

Places with between 25,000 and 100,000 people
Camden (52.81%, 2020)
North Bergen (70.86%, 2020)
Passaic (71.0%)
Perth Amboy (78.1%)
Plainfield (54.58%, 2020)
Union City (84.7%)
West New York (78.1%)
New Brunswick (56.77%, 2020)

Places with between 10,000 and 25,000 people
Dover (69.4%)
Fairview (54.6%)
Guttenberg (64.8%)
Bound Brook (2020, 53.17%)

Places with fewer than 10,000 people
East Newark (61.4%)
Prospect Park (52.1%)
Silver Lake (55.3%)
Victory Gardens (63.0%)

6.1.5.HistoryCC.2 Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the American identity has evolved over time.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carol-Lynn_Parente
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sesame_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rican-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franck_de_Las_Mercedes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaraguan_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tab_Ramos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguayan_American
https://innovation.nj.gov/blog/2025-08-08-translation/
https://www.hobokengirl.com/latinx-creators-new-jersey/
https://njbmagazine.com/monthly-articles/hispanic-businesses-are-a-growing-powerhouse/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paterson,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Lima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Ventiuno,_Paterson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camden,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Bergen_Township,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passaic,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perth_Amboy,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plainfield,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_City,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_New_York,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Brunswick,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dover,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairview,_Bergen_County,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guttenberg,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bound_Brook,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Newark,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prospect_Park,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Lake,_Essex_County,_New_Jersey#Demographics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_Gardens,_New_Jersey#Demographics
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Discuss what it means to be American. How is the American identity a collection of the diverse experiences of 
cultures? (foods, dances, music, sports, places where Americans travel, etc.)

Identify names of American cities and states with names associated with Latinos and Hispanics. (Nevada, florida, 
Colorado, Montana, Santa Barbara, Buena Vista, Los Ángeles, San Francisco, El Paso, etc.)

Exploring Latino Diversity in the United States (National Museum of the American Latino)

6.1.5.HistoryUP.3 Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the impact of the Columbian Exchange on ecology, 
agriculture, and culture.

Post pictures of crops, animals, and flora for a gallery walk regarding the influence of Central and Latin America 
on European culture and North America. 

The Columbian Exchange (North Carolina History Online Resource)

Write a script to role play Europeans at ports in Lisbon, Barcelona, and Amsterdam regarding the arrival of goods 
and products from the New World in the 16th century. How did Hispanic and Native American culture in the 
Americas change life in Europe? 

Columbian Exchange, 1492-1800 (History of Science in Latin America and the Caribbean)

6.1.5.HistoryUP.6 Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and events by people with 
different cultural or individual perspectives.

Show students the 1943 map of an inverted South America (América Invertida) by Torres Garcia (Uruguay) with the 
South Pole on “top” of the map and the second image of an inverted world. There are other map projections based 
on population, GDP, and age that may also be considered. How does the United states look to your students in the 
map below?

Make a list of 5-10 historical events (Columbus’ arrival in San Salvador, the arrival of Hernando Cortez in Mexico, 
Ponce de Leon in Florida, Triangular Trade routes, Haitian Revolution, Roman Catholic mission in San Antonio, 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, etc.)  Ask your students to discuss or write about the perspective of Toussaint 
L’Overture on each event.

Draw a line with an arrow from his eyes, mouth, ears, head, and nose. At the end of the arrow write a few words 
about what he seems, words he wants to speak, what he hears, what he thinks, and what he smells.  Discuss his 
perspective of looking back in time from 1800 and looking to the future.  

The Hispanic Legacy in American History (Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History) 

6.1.5.HistoryUP.7 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an 
interconnected world.

https://latino.si.edu/exhibitions/GAC/presente/exploring-latino-diversity-united-states
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/columbian-exchange
https://sites.usnh.edu/hoslac/columbian-exchange-1492-1800/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/essays/hispanics-united-states-origins-and-destinies
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Research the views/perspectives of three different groups (by age, ethnicity, gender, etc.) regarding the environment, 
climate change, affordable health care, etc.   

The world’s largest survey on climate change is out – here's what the results show (United Nations 
Development Program) 

Hispanic Americans Experience with Health Care (Pew Research Center)    

Health Coverage by Race and Ethnicity (Kaiser Family Foundation) 

6.3.5.CivicsPD.2 Use a variety of sources and data to identify the various perspectives and actions taken by 
individuals involving a current or historical community, (on a) state or national issue. 

Research and report with a digital presentation or essay on the perspectives of Latino and Hispanics living in New 
Jersey on the quality of education in public schools in New Jersey. 

The Latinx Experience in New Jersey Schools (Rutgers University)  

Black and Latino Students Endure the Brunt of New Jersey School Underfunding  (Education Law Center)

Write a newsletter with three perspectives (articles) on the views of Hispanic and Latinos living in New Jersey to 
police and/or the criminal justice system. 

FDU Poll: Newark Residents Feel Less Safe, Have Less Positive Views of the Police (Fairleigh Dickinson 
University)  

State Police Arrest, charge More Black, Hispanic Drivers Than White (NJ Spotlight)

How Are Hispanic Individuals Represented in the Criminal Justice System? (The Council for State 
Governments Justice Center

6.3.5.EconET.1 Investigate an economic issue that impacts children and propose a solution.

In 2021, 18% of the U.S. born Hispanic population were living in poverty. Source  This is 5% higher than the rate 
for all Americans. Debate the resolution “That the federal government eliminate all local, state and federal taxes for 
people living below the poverty line in the United States.” 

Write a research-based essay on the causes for a higher percentage of Hispanics living in poverty than for the 
general population. 

The%20world%E2%80%99s%20largest%20survey%20on%20climate%20change%20is%20out%20%E2%80%93%20here's%20what%20the%20results%20show
https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2022/06/14/hispanic-americans-experiences-with-health-care/
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/health-coverage-by-race-and-ethnicity/
https://cornwall.rutgers.edu/research-projects/the-latinx-experience-in-nj-schools-a-preliminary-overview/
https://edlawcenter.org/black-and-latino-students-endure-the-brunt-of-new-jersey-public-school-underfunding/
https://www.fdu.edu/news/fdu-poll-newark-residents-feel-less-safe-have-less-positive-views-of-police/
https://www.fdu.edu/news/fdu-poll-newark-residents-feel-less-safe-have-less-positive-views-of-police/
https://csgjusticecenter.org/2021/10/12/how-are-hispanic-individuals-represented-in-the-criminal-justice-system/
https://www.pewresearch.org/chart/us-hispanics-poverty/

