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NJ Learning Standards: Grades 6-8

6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.b Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, 
urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and 
women during the American Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.

Research the role of Hispanic and Latino Americans in supplying troops and financial assistance from Haiti to the 
Americans during the Revolutionary War.       

Spain and the American Revolution (Museum of the American Revolution)    

Spanish Influence on the American Revolution (Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History)

Make a presentation of a comic book/graphic novel) for young children on the contributions of Diego de Gardoqui.  

Develop a graphic organizer reflecting a timeline of how the Treaty of Paris, 1763, bright the American colonists 
closer to an alliance with King Charles III of Spain.   
Treaty of Paris, 1783 (National Archives)

The Paris Peace Treaty of 1783 and Related Documents (The Avalon Project, Yale Law School) 

Treaty of Paris Signed, 1783 (Massachusetts Historical Society)

6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a Use primary and secondary sources to examine the ideals found in the Declaration of 
Independence, and assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native 
Americans during this time period.

Ask students to debate the following resolution: The Declaration of Independence (1776) and the victory of the 
Continental Army over the British in 1781, is directly related to the Latin American revolutions of 1808-1836.  

Sister Revolutions: American Revolutions on Two Continents (National Park Service) 

6.1.8.HistorySE.3.b Analyze a variety of sources to make evidence-based inferences about how prominent 
individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution.

Design a monument to Bernardo de Galvez for his contributions in keeping the supply lines of materials to the 
Continental Army open.

Draw a map of the areas where Bernardo de Galvez fought to maintain the flow of supplies to the Continental Army. 
(West Florida, New Orleans, Louisiana, Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, etc.)

Bernardo de Galvez    

Juan Manuel de Cagigal y Monserrat 

https://www.amrevmuseum.org/spain-and-the-american-revolution
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/spanish-influence-american-history/american-revolution
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/treaty-of-paris
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/parismen.asp
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/september-3/treaty-of-paris-signed
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/sister-revolutions-american-revolutions-on-two-continents-teaching-with-historic-places.htm
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/bernardo-de-galvez
https://elmonarquico.com/el-mariscal-de-campo-d-juan-manuel-cajigal-y-monserrate-un-heroe-de-espana-y-cuba-en-la-guerra-de-la-independencia-de-los-estados-unidos
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6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.c Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United 
States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America.

Discuss the significance of Spain regaining control of East and West Florida from Great Britain in the Peace of 
Paris, 1783 and the economic benefits of controlling the entire Gulf Coast.

Discuss the strategic importance of Spain’s support for the American Revolution and the land they gained as a 
result. 

U.S. Foreign Policy Toward Latin America in the 19th Century (Oxford Research Encyclopedia)

6.1.8.EconET.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the 
expansion and economic development of the United States.

Prepare digital presentations to President Thomas Jefferson regarding the sovereign claims of the Louisiana colony 
to France of Spain (Third Family Compact, 1761) 

How Did Louisiana Become Spanish? (Historic New Orleans Collection)

How the Louisiana Purchase Changed the World (Smithsonian Magazine)

Prepare posters by the people living in Haiti and colonies under Spanish rule about the purchase of the Louisiana 
territory from France by the United States. 

Louisiana as a Spanish Colony (Library of Congress)

6.1.8.GeoSV.4.a Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and 
resettlement of Native Americans.

In 1810, Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla calls for Mexico’s independence from Spain. The rebellion failed but 
fighting against Spain continued. In 1819, the Adams-Onis Treaty, also known as the Transcontinental Treaty, draws 
a definitive border between Spanish land and the Louisiana Territory. The United States cedes California, New 
Mexico, Texas, and territory that will become the states of Arizona, Nevada, and Utah to Spain and agrees to pay 
U.S. citizens’ land claims against Spain up to $5 million.

In 1821, the Mexican rebels gain their independence from Spain. Their first item of business is to renegotiate the 
Adams-Onis treaty to regain some of the land that Spain ceded to the United States in the Adams-Onis Treaty. Use 
the map below to prepare position statements by the leaders of the United  States and Mexico regarding these 
negotiations. Include members of the American and Mexican press to ask questions of the leaders. Source 

https://oxfordre.com/latinamericanhistory/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199366439.001.0001/acrefore-9780199366439-e-41?print
https://hnoc.org/publishing/first-draft/how-did-louisiana-become-spanish-new-video-tells-story-behind-transfer
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-the-louisiana-purchase-changed-the-world-79715124/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/louisiana-european-explorations-and-the-louisiana-purchase/articles-and-essays/louisiana-as-a-spanish-colony/
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/sp1819.asp
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6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.c Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through 
annexation, diplomacy, and war.

On February 2, 1848, Mexico signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and ceded 55% of its territory to the United 
States. The conquered Mexican population was a minority in the area of the present-day states of Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Utah. Design a game board which recognizes 
and celebrates the contributions of the Mexican and Hispanic people to the culture, political, and economic 
development of the southwestern region of the United States. 

Tejano Juan Seguín   

Mexican Immigration to the United States and Its Effect on Mexican Culture and the Family Structure (Oral 
Histories of Kansas City)          

The Mexican Government and Organized Mexican Immigrants in the United States: A Historical Analysis of 
Political Transnationalism, 1848-2005 (The Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, pp 5-10)   

Mexican American Identity (Indigenous Mexico)

6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.d Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increase in immigration and explain why ethnic 
and cultural conflicts resulted.

Research the motivations for immigrants to come to the United States between 1850 and 1880. Compare the two 
maps below and find examples of cultural influences in the areas of the southern and western regions/states. Present 
your findings in a visual illustrating the concept of continuity and change over time regarding examples of German, 
Irish, Mexican, Chinese contributions and discrimination in Florida, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, and California. 

https://www.sanjacinto-museum.org/Discover/The_Battle/Commanders/Juan_Segu%C3%ADn/
https://info.umkc.edu/latinxkc/essays/spring-2017/mexican-immigration-family/
https://ccis.ucsd.edu/_files/wp148.pdf
https://ccis.ucsd.edu/_files/wp148.pdf
https://www.indigenousmexico.org/articles/mexicanamericanidentity
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1850

1880

Mexican Immigration to the United States (Oxford Research Encyclopedia)

The History and Cultural Identity of Tejanos in Mexico (Texas State Historical Association) 

6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.d Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, demographics, 
transportation, leadership, and technology) that affected the course and outcome of the Civil War.

Investigate the influence of geography on the decisions of Hispanic and Latino Americans to fight in the Civil War. 
Consider the loyalty to the Confederacy of Creoles, loyalty to the Union of immigrants in New England and the 
Middle Atlantic states, and the divisions among Mexican Americans following the Mexican American War. Report 
on the number of Hispanic Americans who fought in the Civil War, the “Louisiana Tigers”, “European Brigade”, 
“Confederacy Blockade Runners”, “55th Alabama Regiment”, “and the 2nd  Florida Regiment.”

Design a monument dedicated to the 20,000 Hispanic and Latino Americans who fought in the Civil War and select 
a place where is should be located. 

Hispanics in the Civil War (National Park Service)

Mexican Americans Fought on Both Sides in the Civil War (History.com)

https://oxfordre.com/americanhistory/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199329175.001.0001/acrefore-9780199329175-e-146
https://oxfordre.com/americanhistory/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199329175.001.0001/acrefore-9780199329175-e-146
https://www.nps.gov/articles/hispanics-and-the-civil-war.htm
https://www.history.com/articles/mexican-americans-in-civil-war


5

6.1.8.HistoryCC.5.d Construct an argument that prioritizes the causes and events that led to the Civil War 
using multiple sources from different perspectives.

Construct a profile for Hispanic men and women who contributed to the Civil War. For example, Lola Sanchez, a 
Cuban-American from St. Augustine, was a successful Confederate spy. She eavesdropped on Union soldiers 
occupying her house and reported their plans for a raid on nearby Confederates; her efforts led to the capture of the 
Union men and a victory for the Confederates. Loreta Janeta Velazquez disguised as a Confederate soldier named 
Harry T. Buford and fought at notable battles such as Bull Run and Fort Donelson. 

The Story of One Bugler from Mexico City (History.net)

Hispanic Americans in the Civil War (American Battlefield Trust)

Hispanic Americans in the Civil War (National Museum of the U.S. Army) 

6.3.8.CivicsPD.2 Propose and defend a position regarding a public policy issue at the appropriate local, state, 
or national level.

Construct a legislative proposal for a state that does not require the teaching of Latino or Hispanic history or write 
a proposal for your local Board of Education to add to the K-12 mandate for New Jersey schools. Your proposal 
should include the advantages of an inclusive history curriculum and provisions for funding and assessment. 

Governor Murphy Signs Legislation to Require Classroom Instruction on Latino and Hispanic History (NJ 
Schools Boards Association) 

Hispanic and Educational Resources Act 2023 (Congress.gov)

Ethnic Studies Legislation: State Scan (Comprehensive Center Network)

6.3.8.CivicsPD.4 Construct a claim as to why it is important for democracy that individuals to be informed by 
facts, aware of diverse viewpoints, and willing to take action on public issues.

Develop a podcast, outline the script for a panel discussion on a talk show, or produce a 3-5 minute informational 
video on the underrepresentation of Hispanic and Latino, people, culture, and challenges for this significant 
minority of 20% of the U.S. population. 

Latinos Continue to be Invisible in Hollywood and the Media (National Public Radio)     

Hispanic Underrepresentation in the Media (U.S. Government Accountability Office)   

Still Unseen & Unheard? A Follow-up Evaluation of Latino Representation in the Los Angeles Times Opinion 
and Editorials Sections (UCLA Latino Policy & Politics Institute)

6.3.8.CivicsDP.1 Identify an issue of inequality, develop multiple solutions, and communicate the best one to 
an appropriate government body.

Produce an informational video or slide show regarding the challenges Latino and Hispanic Americans have faced 
over time and are currently facing regarding housing assistance and affordable housing in New Jersey and/or in the 
United States.

Interview members of your town council, members of the real estate community, and individuals connected with 
non-profit organizations (Food Banks, Habitat for Humanity, etc.) regarding the challenges facing Hispanic and 
Latinx residents regarding safe and affordable housing. If possible document your interviews on video and take 
pictures of local houses. 

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/lola-sanchez
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/loreta-janeta-velazquez
https://www.historynet.com/some-20000-hispanics-fought-in-the-civil-war-heres-the-story-of-one-bugler-from-mexico-city/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/hispanic-americans-civil-war
https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/hispanic-americans-in-the-civil-war/
https://www.njsba.org/news-information/school-board-notes/legislative-update-governor-murphy-signs-legislation-to-require-classroom-instruction-on-latino-and-hispanic-history/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2813/text
https://wested2024.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/11171404/ES-State-Scan-FINAL-v1-1.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2022/10/06/1127234498/latinos-continue-to-be-invisible-in-hollywood-and-the-media-a-new-report-finds
https://www.gao.gov/blog/hispanic-underrepresentation-media
https://www.gao.gov/blog/hispanic-underrepresentation-media
https://www.gao.gov/blog/hispanic-underrepresentation-media
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Two New Jerseys: One State of Inequity (NJ Institute of Social Justice)

Latin Households Face Challenges in Accessing Housing Assistance Programs (National Low Income Housing 
Coalition)  

Hispanics Face Discrimination in New York City’s Rental Housing Market (Princeton University)   

Housing Insecurity Among Hispanics (National Library of Medicine)   

New Jersey’s Latinx Housing, History and Generational Challenges (Fair Share Housing Center)

6.3.8.CivicsDP.3 Take a position based on evidence to determine the extent and the limitations of First 
Amendment rights.

Write the front page of a newspaper with multiple articles focused on the continuing history of discrimination 
against the rights if Hispanic and Latino Americans. 

The Long History of Anti-Latino Discrimination in America (History.com)   

First Amendment Violation: U.S. Immigration Policies are Seen Trump’s Attack on Catholic Identity (The 
Milwaukee Independent)       

6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 - Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they are best protected.

Consult with your art teachers about making a painting illustrating violations of the human rights of Hispanic and 
Latino Americas regarding their unequal treatment in the United States regarding education, racial profiling, 
voting, and physical abuse.

Contesting Whiteness – Inventing ‘Hispanic’ (UC Davis School of Law)  

Why Courts Matter: Latino Rights (Center for American Progress)   

Latinos and the Law (Oxford Research Encyclopedia)

https://njisj.org/reports/stateofinequity/
https://nlihc.org/resource/latino-households-face-challenges-accessing-housing-assistance-programs
https://nlihc.org/resource/latino-households-face-challenges-accessing-housing-assistance-programs
https://nlihc.org/resource/latino-households-face-challenges-accessing-housing-assistance-programs
https://www.fairsharehousing.org/new-jerseys-latinx-housing-history-and-generational-challenges/
https://www.history.com/articles/the-brutal-history-of-anti-latino-discrimination-in-america
https://www.milwaukeeindependent.com/explainers/first-amendment-violation-u-s-immigration-policies-seen-trumps-attack-catholic-identity/
https://law.ucdavis.edu/aoki-blog/contesting-whiteness-inventing-hispanic
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/why-courts-matter-latino-rights/
https://oxfordre.com/americanhistory/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199329175.001.0001/acrefore-9780199329175-e-364?d=%2F10.1093%2Facrefore%2F9780199329175.001.0001%2Facrefore-9780199329175-e-364&p=emailA8pC%2FDwc1KgnA

