
AAPI in the 2020 NJSLS for Social Studies

History and Contributions of Asian American and Pacific Islanders: 
A board of education shall include instruction on the history and contributions of Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders in an appropriate place in the curriculum of students in grades kindergarten through 12 
as part of the school district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Social 
Studies.

● By End of Grade 2:
o 6.1.2.HistorySE.1: Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs and make 

inferences about how they have contributed to the development of a culture's history.
o 6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs, values, and 

traditions may change and/or reflect more than one culture.
o 6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, 

fairness, and respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted individuals and 
communities.

● By End of Grade 5:
o 6.1.5.CivicsCM.1: Use a variety of sources to describe the characteristics exhibited by 

real and fictional people that contribute(d) to the well-being of their community and 
country.

o 6.1.5.CivicsCM.5: Investigate the lives of New Jersey individuals with diverse experiences 
who have contributed to the improvement of society.

o 6.1.5.EconNE.4: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement 
and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.

● By End of Grade 8:
o 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increase in immigration 

and explain why ethnic and cultural conflicts resulted.
o 6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major 

achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and China over time.
o 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved 

agricultural production, population growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to 
the rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas).

o 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major 
achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the Americas over 
time.



● By End of Grade 12:
o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.3.a: Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and 

hardships for others by considering multiple perspectives over different time periods 
(e.g. Native American/European, Native American/White settlers, American/Latin 
American, American/Asian).

o 6.1.12.HistoryCA.3.b: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives to explain 
the impact of immigration on American society and the economy and the various 
responses to increased immigration.

o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.9.a: Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American 
family and ethnic and racial minorities.

o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.11.a: Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian 
Americans, and other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism 
despite the discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce.

 The 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies provides multiple entry points for 
districts to implement the mandates. The instruction of the performance expectation alone does not 
ensure adherence to the law. Educators must select appropriate instructional materials related to 
various topics and populations that highlight their histories and contributions. This selection is intended 
to provide districts and educators with a starting point and does not require all performance 
expectations referenced to be implemented in relation to all identified legislation. This collection is also 
not exhaustive of all the possible connections that can be made in using performance expectations to 
implement the legislation. Districts are responsible for identifying appropriate places in their curriculum 
to integrate any legislation. In addition, this list does not exclude districts and educators from 
referencing other performance expectations in relation to these legislative mandates.



DEI in the 2020 NJSLS for Social Studies

Diversity and Inclusion Law (NJSA 18A:35-4.36a): The instruction shall:

(1) highlight and promote diversity, including economic diversity, equity, inclusion,
tolerance, and belonging in connection with gender and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity,
disabilities, and religious tolerance;

(2) examine the impact that unconscious bias and economic disparities have at both an individual level 
and on society as a whole; and

(3) encourage safe, welcoming, and inclusive environments for all students regardless of race or 
ethnicity, sexual and gender identities, mental and physical disabilities, and religious beliefs.

● By End of Grade 2:
o 6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols reflect on American values and 

principles.
o 6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can 

contribute to individuals feeling accepted.
o 6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the 

shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American identity.
o 6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a 

responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
o 6.1.2.Geo.HE.3: Identify cultural and environmental characteristics of different regions 

in New Jersey and the United States.
o 6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs, values, and 

traditions may change and/or reflect more than one culture.
o 6.1.2.HistoryUP.3: Use examples from the past and present to describe how 

stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict.

● By End of Grade 5:
o 6.1.5.EconNE.4: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement 

and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.
o 6.1.5.CivicsCM.1: Use a variety of sources to describe the characteristics exhibited by 

real and fictional people that contribute(d) to the well-being of their community and 
country.

o 6.1.5.CivicsCM.5: Investigate the lives of New Jersey individuals with diverse experiences 
who have contributed to the improvement of society.

o 6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and 
present, to violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights)

o 6.1.5.HistoryCC.2: Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the American identity has 
evolved over time.

o 6.1.5.HistorySE.2: Construct an argument for the significant and enduring role of 
historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.



o 6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 
immigrated to New Jersey and America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to 
describe the challenges they encountered.

o 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and 
events by people with different cultural or individual perspectives.

● By End of Grade 8:
o 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c: Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that 

developed in or around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their 
responses to the current challenges of globalization.

o 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Compare the status of groups in the Ancient World to those of 
people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and 
equality then and now (i.e., political, economic, and social).

o 6.3.8.CivicsDP.1: Identify an issue of inequality, develop multiple solutions, and 
communicate the best one to an appropriate government body.

o 6.3.8.CivicsHR.1: Construct an argument as to the source of human rights and how they 
are best protected.

● By End of Grade 12:
o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.3.a: Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and 

hardships for others by considering multiple perspectives over different time periods 
(e.g. Native American/European, Native American/White settlers, American/Latin 
American, American/Asian).

o 6.1.12.HistoryCC.3.a: Evaluate the role of religion, music, literature, and media in 
shaping contemporary American culture over different time periods.

o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.5.a: Using primary sources, relate varying immigrants’ experiences to 
gender, race, ethnicity, or occupation.

o 6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a: Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain how social 
intolerance, xenophobia, and fear of anarchism led to restrictive immigration and 
refugee laws, and the violation of the human rights of individuals and groups.

o 6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.a: Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution 
to define and expand individual rights and use evidence to document the long-term 
impact of these decisions on the protection of civil and human rights.

o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.11.a: Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian 
Americans, and other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism 
despite the discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce.

o 6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.d: Analyze the successes and failures of women’s rights 
organizations, the American Indian Movement, and La Raza in their pursuit of civil rights 
and equal opportunities.

o 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture.



o *6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and ethnic minorities, 
the LGBTQ community, and individuals with disabilities have contributed to the 
American economy, politics and society.*

o * 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspectives to analyze 
the social, economic and political contributions of marginalized and underrepresented 
groups and/or individuals.*

The 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies provides multiple entry points for 
districts to implement the mandates. The instruction of the performance expectation alone does not 
ensure adherence to the law. Educators must select appropriate instructional materials related to 
various topics and populations that highlight their histories and contributions. This selection is intended 
to provide districts and educators with a starting point and does not require all performance 
expectations referenced to be implemented in relation to all identified legislation. This collection is also 
not exhaustive of all the possible connections that can be made in using performance expectations to 
implement the legislation. Districts are responsible for identifying appropriate places in their curriculum 
to integrate any legislation. In addition, this list does not exclude districts and educators from 
referencing other performance expectations in relation to these legislative mandates.



Individuals with Disabilities & LGBT in the 2020 NJSLS for Social Studies
(only required in MS & HS)

History and Contributions of Individuals with Disabilities and LGBT (NJSA 18A:35-4:35): 
A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of 
persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in 
the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district's implementation of the 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards.

● By End of Grade 8:

o  6.1.8.HistorySE.3.b: Analyze a variety of sources to make evidence-based inferences 
about how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, 
execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution.

o 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Compare the status of groups in the Ancient World to those of 
people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and 
equality then and now (i.e., political, economic, and social).

o 6.3.8.CivicsDP.3: Use historical case studies and current events to explain why due 
process is essential for the protection of individual rights and maintenance of limited 
government.

● By End of Grade 12:
o 6.1.12.HistoryCC.3.a: Evaluate the role of religion, music, literature, and media in 

shaping contemporary American culture over different time periods.
o 6.1.12.HistoryCC.8.c: Identify the conditions that gave rise to the Harlem Renaissance 

and assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians on American culture.
o 6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.a: Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution 

to define and expand individual rights and use evidence to document the long-term 
impact of these decisions on the protection of civil and human rights.

o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.11.a: Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian 
Americans, and other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism 
despite the discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce.

o 6.1.12.CivicsDP.13.a: Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and 
Supreme Court decisions  in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities (i.e., the 
Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 
Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade).

o 6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a: Determine the extent to which suburban living and television 
supported conformity and stereotyping during this time period, while new music, art, 
and literature acted as catalysts for the counterculture movement.

o 6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives and data to 
determine the effectiveness of the federal government in addressing health care, 
income equality, and immigration.



o 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture.

o 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspectives to analyze the 
social, economic and political contributions of marginalized and underrepresented 
groups and/or individuals.

o 6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.d: Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social norms, public 
opinion, and political decisions.

The 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies provides multiple entry points for 
districts to implement the mandates. The instruction of the performance expectation alone does not 
ensure adherence to the law. Educators must select appropriate instructional materials related to 
various topics and populations that highlight their histories and contributions. This selection is intended 
to provide districts and educators with a starting point and does not require all performance 
expectations referenced to be implemented in relation to all identified legislation. This collection is also 
not exhaustive of all the possible connections that can be made in using performance expectations to 
implement the legislation. Districts are responsible for identifying appropriate places in their curriculum 
to integrate any legislation. In addition, this list does not exclude districts and educators from 
referencing other performance expectations in relation to these legislative mandates.


