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Holocaust Remembrance Day – April 21, 2020

RE: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28, Holocaust/Genocide Education

The New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education has received a number of inquiries from educators 
on whether or not school districts and charter schools must include instruction on the Holocaust and 
genocides in elementary and secondary education.  

As a reminder, in 1994 the legislature voted unanimously in favor of an act requiring education on 
the Holocaust and genocide in elementary and secondary education and it subsequently signed 
into law by Governor Whitman.  The law indicates that issues of bias, prejudice and bigotry, 
including bullying through the teaching of the Holocaust and genocide, shall be included for all 
children from K-12th grade.  Because this is a law and in Statute any changes in standards would 
not impact the requirement of education on this topic in all New Jersey public schools.

This Statute remains current and must be incorporated when developing new or revised curriculum. A 
review of the English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
subjects suggests that it can be used as a framework in developing a well articulated multi-disciplinary K-
12 Holocaust/genocide program of study. 

For recommendations of incorporating Holocaust and genocide education into grades K – 12 curriculum, 
the Commission encourages educators to use the study guides available on the Commission website at, 
New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education - Curriculum.   Please do not hesitate to contact the 
Commission at holocaus@doe.nj.gov if you need more information on the law or additional resources.

Guidelines for Teaching the Holocaust (US Holocaust Memorial Museum): 
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/fundamentals/guidelines-for-teaching-the-holocaust 

Grades K-5

Scholastic Lesson Plans: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lessons-and-ideas/ 

Roller-Coaster Grandma: The Amazing Story of Dr. Ruth  ISBN: 9781681155326
Illustrator: Mark Simmons Author: Dr. Ruth K. Westheimer; Pierre Lehu 

The Sound of Music (This movie is about the Nazi occupation of Austria and not specifically related to the Holocaust.)

https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/curriculum/
mailto:holocaus@doe.nj.gov
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/fundamentals/guidelines-for-teaching-the-holocaust
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lessons-and-ideas/
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Grades 6-8

Scholastic: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lessons-and-ideas/ 
US Holocaust Museum Resources: https://www.ushmm.org/teach/online-tools-for-learning-and-teaching 
PBS (from 2016) https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/holocaust-day-of-remembrance-lesson-plans-and-activities/ 

Ten Thousand Children  ISBN: 9780874416480
This collection of true first-person accounts brings to life the rescue of ten thousand children from Nazi-occupied 
territories to England in the late 1930's. 

Grades 9-12 World History

Never Forget to Lie: https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/never-forget-to-lie/ 

Yad Vashem Video Testimonials: https://www.yadvashem.org/holocaust/video-testimonies.html 

Grades 9-12 U.S. History

Story of Varian Fry (Lived in Ridgewood, NJ as a child/youth) 

http://www.varianfry.dk/ 
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/varian-fry  
https://www.yadvashem.org/righteous/stories/fry.html 

Voyage of the St. Louis

https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-7/voyage-st-louis 
https://www.ushmm.org/exhibition/st-louis/ 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-tragedy-of-s-s-st-louis 
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-6433/ 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lessons-and-ideas/
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/online-tools-for-learning-and-teaching
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/holocaust-day-of-remembrance-lesson-plans-and-activities/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/never-forget-to-lie/
https://www.yadvashem.org/holocaust/video-testimonies.html
http://www.varianfry.dk/
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/bibliography/varian-fry
https://www.yadvashem.org/righteous/stories/fry.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-7/voyage-st-louis
https://www.ushmm.org/exhibition/st-louis/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-tragedy-of-s-s-st-louis
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-6433/
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PBS Frontline series:

Holocaust Survivors Share Their Memories of Destroyed Childhoods ...
https://www.pbs.org/.../holocaust-survivors-share-their-memories-of- destroyed-childhoods/

Apr 30, 2019 ... In 2013, FRONTLINE released Never Forget to Lie, an autobiographical film from Emmy 
award-winning director and Holocaust survivor Marian ...

The Last Survivors | Watch S2019 E11 | FRONTLINE | PBS | Official ...
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/the-last-survivors/

Lillian Boraks-Nemetz: My Holocaust Survival | Never Forget to Lie ...
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/.../lillian-boraks-nemetz-my-holocaust-survival/

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/holocaust-survivors-share-their-memories-of-destroyed-childhoods/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/holocaust-survivors-share-their-memories-of-destroyed-childhoods/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/the-last-survivors/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/the-last-survivors/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/lillian-boraks-nemetz-my-holocaust-survival/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/lillian-boraks-nemetz-my-holocaust-survival/
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Opportunity for Family Learning

As with every film, check with your supervisor about the content of the examples below to be sure 
you have approval and they are appropriate for the age level of your students and the demographics 
of your community. 

The Hiding Place
The Zookeeper’s Wife
Island on Bird Street
The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler
Diary of Anne Frank
Schindler’s List
Night and Fog
The Pianist
Other Relevant Movies are The Wave (1981) and Paper Clips (2004)

Activities: 
Essay 
Poster/Art
Local Research 
Research memorials, museums, monuments in the United States and around the world 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Holocaust_memorials_and_museums) 

Resources on the Holocaust:

https://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/ 
https://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/resources/ 
https://www.yadvashem.org/ 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/holocaust-remembrance-day/ 
https://www.ushmm.org/remember/days-of-remembrance/resources/calendar 
https://www.ushmm.org/remember/days-of-remembrance/resources/calendar 
https://mjhnyc.org/education/ 
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=Commemorate-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day-with-this-Booklist-libraries-students 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/holocaust-day-of-remembrance-lesson-plans-and-activities/ 
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/holocaust-survivors-in-nyc-share-memories-to-commemorate-
liberation-of-auschwitz/2269486/ (NBC report on 75th anniversary of liberation from Auschwitz). (4 minutes)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Holocaust_memorials_and_museums_in_the_United_States 
https://nnjholocaustmemorial.org/ (Teaneck)
www.prakhin.org (Bergen County)
https://jcrcsnj.org/goodwin (Cherry Hill)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Holocaust_memorials_and_museums
https://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/
https://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/resources/
https://www.yadvashem.org/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/holocaust-remembrance-day/
https://www.ushmm.org/remember/days-of-remembrance/resources/calendar
https://www.ushmm.org/remember/days-of-remembrance/resources/calendar
https://mjhnyc.org/education/
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=Commemorate-Holocaust-Remembrance-Day-with-this-Booklist-libraries-students
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/holocaust-day-of-remembrance-lesson-plans-and-activities/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/holocaust-survivors-in-nyc-share-memories-to-commemorate-liberation-of-auschwitz/2269486/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/holocaust-survivors-in-nyc-share-memories-to-commemorate-liberation-of-auschwitz/2269486/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Holocaust_memorials_and_museums_in_the_United_States
https://nnjholocaustmemorial.org/
http://www.prakhin.org/
https://jcrcsnj.org/goodwin

