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hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu

Support NJCSS with Membership Renewal
RENEW ONLINE (Pay by PayPal or PO)

Join the NJSSSA (Social Studies Supervisors Association)
Online Form

Contact Gabrielle Rendek, Cranford Public Schools rendek@cranfordschools.org 

New Jersey Historical Commission
Tuesday, December 3, 2024

The New Jersey Historical Commission (NJHC) is pleased to present the 2024 New Jersey History Conference, which will be 
held at the Rutgers University New Brunswick Campus on Tuesday, December 3, 2024 in partnership with the Eagleton Institute 

of Politics

Middle States Social Studies Council Teacher Recognition Awards
The deadline to submit a nomination online is December 22, 2024

Online Form for Nominations

Daniel Roselle Award
Over the course of more than fifty years as an active educator, Dr. Daniel Roselle witnessed many political, social, and 

technological shifts that prompted civic educators to adapt their class content and develop novel instructional methods. He was 
known as a creative innovator who felt that social studies education should go beyond the acquisition of knowledge to encourage 

critical thinking and community involvement. This award seeks to celebrate and honor an individual who best exemplifies the 
character, qualities and the educational legacy that Dr. Roselle leaves behind.

Collins-Skinner Elementary Award (Elementary)
This award is presented to an outstanding elementary teacher who emphasizes social studies instruction in the classroom. This 

award is named for two past members of the Middle States Council, including Past President Leonard Skinner.

Cohen-Jordan Secondary Award (Secondary Ed)
This award is presented to an outstanding secondary social studies teacher who sets high standards for social studies instruction 
in a middle or high school classroom. This award is named for two past presidents of the Middle States Council, Bernard Cohen 

and Sister Ann Jordan

Harry J. Carman Award (College)
This award is presented to an outstanding college professor who supports social studies through effective research, teaching, 

integrity, service, and professional excellence. This award is named for Dr. Harry J. Carman (1884-1964), a former dean of 

https://d.docs.live.net/252d5c52120b98b7/PAYING%20BILLS/www.njcss.org
mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/r19ertku1x2uo0r/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVTiZDSTQZr5FbwwbAD0H9EfJ1X2P1Y307a3woubIYJlp4gQ/viewform
mailto:rendek@cranfordschool.sorg
https://sites.google.com/view/mscss-2025-conference/awards
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Columbia University and Past President of MSCSS (1927-1928) in recognition of his persistent fight for high standards in every 
academic area and his personal example of integrity and service.

Bernice Samalonis Award (Pre-Service and First Year)
This award is presented to an outstanding pre-service or first-year social studies teacher attending a college or university or 

teaching in the Middle States region. The award is named for past president of the Middle States Council, Bernice Samaloni..

Distinguished Service Award
This certificate is presented to a school, district, institution, community member, or organization who has promoted innovative 

ideas to support more effective social studies education.

*NEW* Innovative Civic Engagement Award
This award honors an outstanding Social Studies educator in DC, Delaware, Maryland, New York, New Jersey, or Pennsylvania 
who has demonstrated exceptional creativity and commitment in inspiring and mobilizing young voters. This award recognizes a 

teacher who has employed innovative and effective strategies to engage students in the democratic process, promoting voter 
registration and participation among youth. 

Teacher to Teacher Award
This award is presented to a teacher who has developed creative classroom experiences for students and shared their 

innovative ideas with colleagues to expand their impact. The award was created in 1986 to encourage teachers to share their 
best ideas with colleagues.

Outstanding Communication in Social Studies Award
This certificate is presented to an individual or organization that shares communication with social studies educators and 

supports innovative teaching methods and advances in the field. Communication could take various forms (e.g., newsletters, 
websites, social media, blogs, publications).

For more information about these awards, please get in touch with 
Mr. Kevin Wagner, MSCSS Awards Chair, at wagnerk1973@gmail.com 

Teacher Resources  
Every NJ Social Studies Teacher Needs to Be Prepared for November 6, 2024
Regardless of the outcome of the Presidential Election, your students (and their parents) will have 

questions and opinions about what happened, why it happened, and what it means for their future. This 
election has historic significance regarding the second election of a candidate after leaving office or the 
first election of a woman.  The outcome of the election for Congress is also important. Now is the time 

to discuss a plan with your department supervisor and/or school administration.

Was there one issue or multiple reasons that determined the outcome of this election?
How should the President-elect begin to unite the American people?

Will your school televise the Inauguration on Monday, January 20 for students to watch?
If the election is challenged in one or more states, what will likely happen?

Should the President-elect implement to platform of their political party or set their own vision?
Consider the resource on the home page of our website, www.njcss.org 

mailto:wagnerk1973@gmail.com
http://www.njcss.org/
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Resources from the National Constitution Center
What is the Electoral College and how does it work? 

The Interactive Constitution
Where is the Electoral College in the Constitution?

Explore cases for keeping or abolishing the Electoral College

Videos 
The Electoral College Explained (7 min.) 

What can we learn from the Election of 1800? (8 min.)

We the People Podcasts
Should we abolish the Electoral College? (58 min.)

Why does the Electoral College exist? (54 min.)

History of Voting Rights
Voting Rights (15 min.)

Voting Reflection Activity 
What has the Supreme Court said about voter ID laws? 

15th Amendment
17th Amendment
19th Amendment
23rd Amendment
24th Amendment
26th Amendment

Consider these NJCSS Resources on our website, www.njcss.org  
What If Scenarios

NJ History Day
Rights and Responsibilities in History

WEBSITE     

Regional Contest at Rutgers University-Camden | Saturday, February 22, 2025
Regional Contest at Monmouth University | Saturday, March 8, 2024

New Jersey History Day State Contest at William Paterson University: May 3, 2025
Registration will open in December, with the final deadline of February 1, 2025.

Apply now for the 2025 Young People's Continental Congress
National History Day® (NHD), in partnership with Carpenters’ Hall, is thrilled to announce an exciting program for the summer of 
2025. The Young People’s Continental Congress (YPCC) provides an opportunity for student-teacher teams (consisting of one 

student and one teacher) to study history and civics in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from July 13–19, 2025. 

Teachers can teach grades 4-12 from any subject area and may come from any type of school. School librarians are also eligible 
for this program. The program covers travel costs for participants (flights, hotels, and meals). Participants are responsible for the 
costs of getting to their home airport or train station, parking, luggage, and incidental expenses. Applications for YPCC 2025 will 

close at 11:59am ET on Friday, November 1, 2024. INFORMATION

https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/articles/article-ii#article-section-1
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/articles/article-ii/clauses/350
https://constitutioncenter.org/education/videos/electoral-college-overview-chapter-one-introduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCllXwluuKo
https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/should-we-abolish-the-electoral-college
https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/why-does-the-electoral-college-exist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eauMLjugC8o&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eauMLjugC8o&t=2s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhwSwI8fv3w6dImEeXbG1QrsDES11qFa/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oC6u57xU-xc&list=PLLd1AFkP31XPdOMH2KDl-rj9mxFxAtdzg&index=8
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xv
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xvii
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xix
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxiii
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxiv
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxvi
http://www.njcss.org/
https://njcss.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/0/2/13026706/what_if_scenarios_if_the_impossible_happened_in_a_presidential_election_year.pdf
https://nj.nhd.org/?siteid=FairInfo&f=70f91eac-2ea1-4184-bcf9-bf77b394415c
https://www.carpentershall.org/ypcc
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Resources from the National Museum of the American Indian
2024 Indigenous Peoples’ Day Curriculum Teach-In    

Saturday, November 2, 12 PM–3 PM ET   
Online via Zoom  

$15 | Registration required   
Breakout sessions guide educators through the effective use of classroom lessons and resources from Teaching for Change 

and Native Knowledge 360°. Register for the teach-in at Teaching for Change’s website.  

New Online Resources  

Source Investigation | California Native American Survival and Resilience During the Mission 
Period: 4th Grade and Middle and High School Editions  

These source investigations, adapted for fourth grade and middle and high school, ask students to analyze primary and 
secondary sources, maps, images, background history, and objects from the museum’s collections to answer the 

question, Native Americans of California during the mission period: How did Native people resist and persist in the face of 
extreme adversity? Visit the resource pages for the 4th grade edition and the middle and high school edition to learn more.    

Inquiry Design Model | The “First Thanksgiving”: How Can We Tell a Better Story?  
This resource helps teachers and students dispel misconceptions about the “First Thanksgiving” by examining the events 

through multiple perspectives, including those of the Wampanoag Nation, who have been largely absent from this national story. 

Visit the resource page for The “First Thanksgiving”: How Can We Tell a Better Story to learn more.  
Video | What’s the Story with National Stories?  

This 4-minute video asks students to consider the importance of national stories and how they shape understanding of our 
nation’s shared history with Native people. Recommended for grades 3–8. 

Source Investigation | The Impact of the Gold Rush on Native Americans of California   
This source investigation asks students to analyze primary sources to answer the following central question, Do American 

actions against the Native peoples of California during the gold rush meet the United Nations definition of 
genocide? Recommended for social studies teachers of grades 8–12. Visit the source investigation’s website to learn more.   

The New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Youth Award Scholarship Programs - The New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution, has Youth Award 
Scholarship Programs for K-12 Students and a Social Studies Teacher of the Year Grant.  Prizes are awarded at the 
chapter, state and national levels. Last year's National Middle School Teacher of the Year Grant Recipient was Rob 
Schulte of Hamilton Township of Reynolds Middle School in Mercer County. Rob received $6,500 value in cash and 
PD expenses paid. Youth Awards include; Poster Contest (ES), Brochure Contest (MS), Oration, Essay and Video 

contests (HS). For more information visit njssar.org/edu

Speakers and Resources for Your Classroom. More battles and skirmishes were fought in New Jersey than in any 
other state. The New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR) can help you find qualified speakers 

for your classroom, homeschool, or organization on various Revolutionary War topics. Topics include colonial life, 
soldier life, founding documents, spies during the revolution, letter writing, colonial toys, medicine, and cooking. We 
can also talk about local events and New Jersey's role during the revolutionary era.   NJSSAR is a 501©3 non-profit 

lineage organization. Our speakers, or speaker recommendations, maybe academics, educators, authors, historic site 
staff, or public historians. Some of our speakers can come dressed in period clothing. NJSSAR can advise educators 

about field trips to New Jersey or other Tri-State Revolutionary War sites.  For more information or to answer 
questions, go to njssar.org/edu-speaker

Reading the Revolution NJSSAR.org has a list of recommended books on the American Revolution for young 
readers at this link https://tinyurl.com/2kca3bdk

https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/wsletter-utm-campaign-NK-Oct24/6v5g75/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/-native-knowledge-360-teach-in/6v5g78/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/wsletter-utm-campaign-NK-Oct24/6v5g7c/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/wsletter-utm-campaign-NK-Oct24/6v5g7g/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/wsletter-utm-campaign-NK-Oct24/6v5g7k/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/watch-v-VTjwpDGyGzo/6v5g7n/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
https://go.americanindian.si.edu/e/1004652/wsletter-utm-campaign-NK-Oct24/6v5g7r/6242175721/h/LkzSz9XZKR7UBOmT9JY4KoHkwASlKhIp21mu4xc46Gg
http://njssar.org/edu
https://www.njssar.org/edu-speaker
https://tinyurl.com/2kca3bdk
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NJ Center for Civic Education Workshops
Tuesday, November 5, 2024   9:00 am

Teaching Controversial Issues and Media Literacy 

Thursday, November 7, 2024   11:00 am
Infusing Civics, New Jersey, and Economics Into High School United States History 

Friday, November 8, 2024   11:00 am
Teaching Controversial Issues 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024   9:00 am
Engaging Students in Middle School Civics  

Contact Bob O'Dell at ro205@scarletmail.rutgers.edu  or Arlene Gardner at 
arlenega@sas.rutgers.edu  with any questions.

NJ Department of Education Learning Lounge

Future Learning Lounge Social Studies Sessions

The "More Than Just A Month" series empowers educators to create a more inclusive and accurate representation of history, 
moving beyond designated heritage months to weave diverse narratives and perspectives throughout the K-12 social studies 

curriculum. Participants will learn to identify instructional gaps, incorporate underrepresented voices and utilize primary sources 
from a wide range of perspectives in order to foster critical thinking about historical events and their modern implications.

Indigenous Peoples of NJ 11/12/24 (3-4pm)

Diversifying Historical Narratives 12/3/24 (3-4pm)

Plan now for Earth Day 2025!!!
Every year, over 1 billion people across the planet observe Earth Day on and around April 22. 

For 2025, our 55th anniversary year, the theme Our Power, Our Planet, is on solar, wind, hydroelectric, 
geothermal, and tidal generated energy. Through the engagement of students and teachers, the goal is to triple our 

use of renewable energy by 2030!

Past themes are still relevant for teaching about climate change:
In 2023 it was Invest in Our Planet, encouraging business, politicians, and the public to rally behind climate-friendly choices. 

In 2024 it was Planet vs. Plastics. It helped to persuade the U.S government to change their mind on capping global plastic 
production, which they now support, because of student activism.

Earth Day.org

Climate Education Resources
The NJCSS is collecting Best Practices lessons you did with your students last year. Send them 

to Hank Bitten hb288@sasmailrutgers.edu 

https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/icalrepeat.detail/2024/11/05/49/-/teaching-controversial-issues-and-media-literacy
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/icalrepeat.detail/2024/11/07/51/-/infusing-civics-new-jersey-and-economics-into-high-school-united-states-history
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/icalrepeat.detail/2024/11/08/52/-/teaching-controversial-issues
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/icalrepeat.detail/2024/12/11/50/-/engaging-students-in-middle-school-civics
mailto:ro205@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
mailto:arlenega@sas.rutgers.edu
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/search.php
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=49633
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=49651
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2025/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2022/
https://www.earthday.org/planet-vs-plastics/
https://www.earthday.org/our-power-our-planet-earth-days-2025-theme-decoded/
mailto:hb288@sasmailrutgers.edu
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Resources from the Institute for Curriculum Resources (ICS)

Every year, millions of K-12 students learn about Jews, Judaism, and Jewish history in public school. Unfortunately, a lot of what 
they learn is incorrect. The Institute for Curriculum Services (ICS) is dedicated to improving the quality and accuracy of K-12 

education on Judaism and Jewish history in the United States. We do this by developing standards-aligned curricula and training 
teachers around the country.

ICS offers a diverse range of professional learning opportunities to fit the various needs of educators.

Online Courses
Unlock the power of professional learning at your own pace with our comprehensive, online courses: Teaching the History of the 

Arab-Israeli Conflict Using Primary Sources and Teaching the History of European Antisemitism. Enjoy the flexibility of 
asynchronous learning, allowing you to study when and where it suits you best. Upon successful completion of the course, you 

will receive a certificate for professional development hours.

Enroll now and take the first step towards enriching your teaching practice!

Live Virtual Workshops
Join ICS once a month at 4:30 PM Eastern or 4:30 PM Pacific for our 60-minute, free and engaging Live Virtual 

Workshops. Our standards-supported topics provide content and resources that can be easily integrated into your 
instruction. See our 2024-2025 schedule here!

Professional Learning Partnership Opportunities
ICS has partnered with over 100 schools, districts, departments of education, and cultural organizations nationwide 

and has provided professional learning to over 20,000 educators. Our team of expert educators can provide 
customizable programs at a flexible cost. 

Learn more about our partnership programs here.

https://icsresources.org/online/
https://icsresources.org/workshops/
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New York Historical Society
Curriculum Library Highlight

Elizabeth Blackwell
The first woman to graduate from a U.S. medical college, Elizabeth Blackwell broke through gender barriers to make history. 
Elizabeth Blackwell lived in Jersey City in the 1830s. Find more stories of trailblazing women in our Women & the American 

Story video collection.  

Video

Curriculum Library

Gilder Lehrman Traveling Exhibit to Your School
Frederick Douglass

Frederick Douglass: Advocate for Equality—available for purchase or rental—features an exploration of the full trajectory of 
Douglass’s epic life from 1818 to 1895. Viewers will learn about Douglass’s escape from slavery, his work as an abolitionist, and 

his tireless fight for full equality for all individuals.

This exhibition includes six freestanding retractable panels, each 33 x 81 inches, designed to easily fit into any classroom, 
library, or lobby.

Purchased copies will arrive within 7-10 business days and four-week rentals are available as scheduling allows. We also offer 
discounted “rent to purchase” plans for schools and libraries—email exhibitions@gilderlehrman.org  to learn more.

Request your copy of Frederick Douglass: Advocate for Equality here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YLTF3H5-Fc
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/curriculum-library
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-and-events/traveling-exhibitions/frederick-douglass-advocate-equality
mailto:exhibitions@gilderlehrman.org
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Immerse Yourself in History: Ellis Island Professional Learning
 Bring History to Life for Your Students

Save Ellis Island is excited to offer our unique Professional Learning program for educators! This program takes place directly on 
Ellis Island, offering a powerful immersive experience you won't find anywhere else.

 Walk in the Footsteps of Immigrants
 Tour the unrestored hospital buildings on the Ellis Island Hospital

 Complex and gain a firsthand understanding of the immigrant experience.
 Explore the National Immigration Museum with a Ranger and delve deeper into the stories of immigration to America.

 Develop Engaging Lessons for Diverse Learners
 Learn about EduProtocols, a set of lesson frames that provide practical tools for creating engaging and effective lessons on 

immigration for various learning styles and grade levels. Discover new resources and strategies to bring the history of Ellis Island 
to life in your classroom.

 
Program Highlights:

 Expert-Led Tours: Gain insights from a National Park Ranger and explore the history of Ellis Island.
 Interactive Learning: Engage with EduProtocols and learn effective teaching methods for diverse learners.

  Meaningful Experience: Step back in time and connect with the human stories of immigration.
 

 Program Details:
Dates: Select one of the following dates- December 10,11,12, or 13, 2024

 Time: 9:35 am- Ferry departs Ellis Island at 3:05 pm (security screening at 8:30 am).
 Location: Ellis Island (Ferry departs from New Jersey)

 Cost: $250 per educator (includes ferry ticket, lunch, electronic resources, and PD certificate).
 Space is limited to 25 educators in grades 2-12.

 Registration: Click here to access the registration form

Contact: Barbara De Santis at bdesantis@saveellisisland.org  or 201-332-8485 x3.
Additional Information:

 We accept purchase orders, credit cards, and checks.
 We are an approved NY DOE vendor.

 Registration payments are non-refundable.
 Don't miss this opportunity to deepen your understanding of immigration history & develop engaging lessons for your students

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKtErv6OrwYUY58GeeeJCQdt9vI7NPJDIU9WEN48ysX2XnSg/viewform
mailto:bdesantis@saveellisisland.org
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The Holocaust Resource Center at Kean University

Contact Adara Goldberg at agoldber@kean.edu / (908) 737- 4660

Film Screening: Family Treasures Lost & Found 
Featuring a talkback with filmmakers Karen A. Frenkel and Marcia Rock Kristallnacht Commemoration 

Tuesday, November 12, 2024 4:30 pm  via Zoom
Register Now!

High School Leadership Conference
Friday, November 15, 2024

In Person at Kean University or Virtual via Zoom
9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Featuring Ndaba Mandela, Senior Human Rights Fellow and grandson of Nelson Mandela
Be Sure to Be Part of This – Register Now!

The Counterfeit Countess: The Jewish Woman Who Rescued Thousands of Poles During the Holocaust 
Dr. Elizabeth White & Dr. Joanna Sliwa
Tuesday, December 3, 2024 7:00 pm 

STEM Auditorium - Kean University 1075 Morris Avenue Union, NJ 07083
Register Today!

Bring Ford’s Theatre in Washington to Your Students
Interactive and Engaging Virtual Field Trips

Apply Today

Bring the story of President Lincoln’s assassination and world of Civil War Washington into your classroom. Connect your 
students directly with Ford’s Education staff to explore the many stories Ford’s Theatre has to offer. We offer flexible scheduling 
and can adapt to a variety of classroom set-ups and learning needs.

Grades: 5+ | Length: 40 Minutes | Free
During this interactive program, participants will embark on a guided journey through Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site, 
including the presidential box and the Petersen House where President Abraham Lincoln drew his last breaths. Using high 
quality, dynamic photographs, participants will also reflect on artifacts and historic images related to Lincoln and his 
assassination. This program is effective for students who have studied the Lincoln assassination in class.   Register

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezPZYfEI_BxL0UbuM3zRC90D61QgW9vOmmSygo1oP_ypQDLw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBdW1Qp1FKnTSeSdRdyUl-sK0gv588kDNzISBgwW6ECyGu6Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeApGjBomcXmGYbnNaAjE30C5KRvhdXQV5RWXnP30Y5tERVw/viewform
https://fords.org/teaching-and-learning/education-programs/virtual-field-trips/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=082024-7%3A30am%3AAugustTeacherEnews&utm_content=version_A&promo=27683
https://fords.org/teaching-and-learning/education-programs/virtual-field-trips/vft-session-request-form/
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Lincoln Online Oratory Project

Our virtual classroom is open! This arts-integrated national program for grade 3 – 12 pairs a Ford’s Theatre teaching artist with 
your classroom to collaborate with educators and students online to prepare to perform a historic speech. Inspired by great 
speakers like Abraham Lincoln, Mary Mcloud Bethune, Martin Luther King, Frederick Douglass and others, students will learn 
how to analyze complex text, learn Ford’s Approach to Oratory and prepare to record their final performance in three online 
classroom sessions. 

Apply Today

The Informed Citizen Blog
NJ State Bar Foundation

informedcitizen.njsbf.org 

Great resources and perspectives on issues

Teaching Strategies for SEL, Civic Character, and Democracy 
within Subject Areas and for Youth Engagement in School and Community

STAT Lesson Plans

Be on the lookout for our new and improved lesson sharing database on the STAT Website! These lessons shared below will not 
be available on the SECD Lab website until later this Fall.

Respectful Debate: Are those with disabilities still invisible in America?

Target Grade Level: 5-8
In this lesson students will engage in a respectful debate, listen to opposing ideas they may not agree with, regulate their 

emotions, build collective understanding and empathy for individuals with disabilities. Such skills are necessary for students to 
practice to support their efficacy in participating in and leading respectful debates for healthy civil discourse.  

Teaching Hard History: Grades K-5

 Teaching Hard History: Grades 6-12

Social Justice Standards: The Learning for Justice Anti-Bias Framework

STAT Resources

https://fords.org/teaching-and-learning/education-programs/lincoln-online-oratory-project/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=082024-7%3A30am%3AAugustTeacherEnews&utm_content=version_A&promo=27683
informedcitizen.njsbf.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k4EoTk4rbmvE4uHAHS5HDKQturUoz5gEhjm5HCk_cc0/edit
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/k-5-framework?utm_source=Learning+for+Justice&utm_campaign=0cba129e2f-Newsletter-7-25-2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-0cba129e2f-101797673
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/6-12-framework?utm_source=Learning+for+Justice&utm_campaign=0cba129e2f-Newsletter-7-25-2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-0cba129e2f-101797673
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/publications/social-justice-standards?utm_source=Learning+for+Justice&utm_campaign=7c8b5fe9fc-Newsletter-8-15-2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-7c8b5fe9fc-101797673
https://www.secdlab.org/
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2024 - 2025 High School Fed Challenge Registration

The 2024 - 2025 High School Fed Challenge is set to begin! In early September, (September 12) registration will open and this 
year's competition theme will be announced. Visit the website to read the 2024 Journal of Future Economists and get ready for 

the Challenge.
Learn More

Classroom Visits from the NY Fed
Presentations are free and can be scheduled Tuesday through Friday during the school year. Schools in the Federal Reserve's 

Second District receive priority for scheduling. Visits can be conducted either virtually or in-person, subject to availability. 
Interested professors and teachers should request a visit.

Washington Crossing Park
Field Trips and Free Educational Resources for Teachers 

Information

The historical interpreters at Washington Crossing Historic Park have created numerous resources to support virtual or in-class 
instruction about the colonial era, Washington's Crossing of the Delaware River, and the Ten Crucial Days.

Some resources, including virtual and in person field trips, are available on a limited basis for a discounted rate or free for 
schools receiving Title I funding. For more information about this, please reply to this email!

Just for Students!

Global Development Conference
Free to join!
REGISTER!

Waldwick High School 155 Wyckoff Ave Waldwick, NJ 07463
January 9, 2025

8:30 am - 2:30 pm

This conference will be a content-rich, immersive dive into global economic and social development issues. Using the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals as a framework, we will discuss the myriad factors that hinder development and growth 
throughout the world. We will also address the progress that has been made in recent decades and explore real world inspiring 

success stories. 

Get ready to put a smile on your face because our day will be kicked off with a special Zoom with students and teachers from 
Kenya! The following interactive sessions will then be facilitated by experts in the field, including local college and law school 

professors and will also include a panel of social entrepreneurs who are transforming communities around the globe. Throughout 
the day, you will also learn how TEEEM can help you empower your students to actively create change across continents!

https://www.newyorkfed.org/outreach-and-education/high-school/high-school-fed-challenge
https://mailchi.mp/washingtoncrossingpark/resources-for-teachers-september-2024?e=7074749c78
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZNlh0kjZ3gcXHlJt7_ot92ievcGVgRX0d9sP5zO6Dq5k3tw/viewform
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America’s Field Trip!
250th Anniversary of the Signing of the Declaration of Independence

“What does America Mean to You?”
Grades 3-12

In 2026, the United States will mark our Semiquincentennial: the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. Today’s young people are the leaders, innovators, and thinkers who will shape the next 250 years — and it’s 
important their voices are heard as we commemorate this historic milestone.

America250 and RevolutionNJ invite students in grades 3–12 to be part of America’s 250th anniversary by sharing their 
perspectives on what America means to them — with the opportunity to earn an unforgettable field trip experience at some of the 
nation’s most iconic historic and cultural landmarks.

Students are asked to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s prompt: “What does America 
mean to you?” First-place awardees will receive a spectacular field trip to one of America’s iconic sites. Learn more 
and get involved at https://america250.org/fieldtrip. 

Prakhin International Literary Foundation Award
The Truth about the Holocaust and Stalinist Repression

www.prakhin.org

“The Truth about the Holocaust and Stalinist repression” award recognizes the best literary work by students of high schools and 
college in efforts to involve students who should learn from the hardships of our ancestors. The goal is to teach students human 

values such as compassion, forgiveness and tolerance.

Every year, we grant awards to the literary and artworks that stands out to us the most. 
The submission deadline for all work is on December 30, 2024. 

Contact Information: ludmilaprakhina@msn.com; phone: 201-741-0833; w-site: www.prakhin.org

https://america250.org/fieldtrip
http://www.prakhin.org/
about:blank
http://www.prakhin.org/
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World of 8 Billion Contest
For middle and high school students

 World of 8 Billion
 The contest asks students to think critically about, and find sustainable solutions to, pressing global challenges. 

This year’s topics are: 

Child Wellbeing 
Rainforest Ecosystems

Sanitation. 
The contest is open to middle and high school students worldwide and is free to enter. Students are asked to share their ideas in 

a 60-second video and can win prizes up to $1,200. We provide many resources, including a digital Project Organizer, to 
support educators and students through each step. 

The deadline for submissions is March 5, 2025. 
An exciting new feature this year is that we're offering mini-grants of $100-500 to support educators who need additional 

resources to teach the contest in their classroom. 
Grants are awarded on a rolling basis and educators can apply until November 15, 2024.

Explore. Act. Tell.
Foundation for Impact on Learning and Literacy (FILL Foundation)

Information on Programs

https://lnk.ie/71VCF/e=hbitten@optonline.net/https:/www.worldof8billion.org/
https://lnk.ie/71VCG/e=hbitten@optonline.net/https:/www.worldof8billion.org/video-contest/getting-started/#project-organizer
https://lnk.ie/71VCH/e=hbitten@optonline.net/https:/www.worldof8billion.org/grant/
https://www.fill.foundation/programs/
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Separation of Church and State Contest
Sponsored by Americans United

Deadline: November 4, 2024
Information and Application

AU invites students to submit a piece of original writing or an original video that responds to the topic and meets the criteria 
below. Separate prizes will be awarded at both the high school and college levels. Submissions are due November 4, 2024.

Topic: Separation of church and state in public schools
Public schools should be inclusive and open to all and should never promote religion or compel anyone to take part in religious 

activities. But religious extremists and their lawmaker allies seek to ban certain books, censor and influence curricula, encourage 
school-sponsored prayer, install religious displays such as posting the Ten Commandments in classrooms, replace school 

counselors with religious chaplains in schools, and more.

For Americans United’s 2024 Student Contest, we invite you to write a short essay or create a short video responding to this 
three-part prompt: 

How are religious extremists and their lawmaker allies attempting to erode church-state separation in public schools? 
How have communities and advocates addressed this in the past? 

Moving forward, what could be done to educate others about these threats and mobilize communities to protect church-state 
separation in public schools?

Professional Conferences

NCSS Annual Conference
November 22-24, 2024

Boston, MA
Information

Program

NJ Council for History Education
Princeton University – November 22, 2024

Keynote Speakers: Steve Barnes (George Mason), Joanne Freeman (Yale), and Sean Wilentz (Princeton)

Register Today!

https://www.au.org/studentcontest/?sourceid=1064384&emci=94fb493f-e850-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=1c90bf57-c554-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=8255785
https://www.socialstudies.org/conference/registration?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw0t63BhAUEiwA5xP54ZuVbBqGbmQIMn1bqjDtoESLDTG-gorWsp4MY3KxCT24KW3Qysb85BoCEh0QAvD_BwE
https://www.socialstudies.org/conference/clinics-tours-special-events
https://www.njche.org/fallconference
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NJ Historical Commission
December 3, 2024

2025 NCHE Conference
“All History is Local”
St. Louis, Missouri
March 20-22, 2025

 
Early Bird Registration

Rates increase on November 1, 2024

Keynote Sessions

Catherine Cenzia Choy, UC Berkeley

Witness to History, Cheryl Brown Henderson

NCSS Future Conferences – PLAN AHEAD!
2025 – December 5- 7 Washington, D.C.

2026 – December 4 – 6 Chicago 

https://ncheteach.org/conference/registration/
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