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Hi, 

Happy New Year! January brings a new governor, Mikie Sherrill, to New Jersey, July is the 250th anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence, and November is the month of the mid-term elections for Congress and one 
senator for New Jersey.  This year also commemorates the 400th anniversary of Peter Minuit’s negotiations with 
the Indigenous Lenape people for the Rights to Use Manhattan Island and the arrival of the first African 
American slaves into New York.

To Unsubscribe from our newsletter, send an email to hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu   Hank Bitten, Executive 
Director

NJCSS News
Celebrating the semiquincentennial of our Declaration of Independence in 2026!

A Publication of the New Jersey Council for the Social Studies
A print copy is available on our website, www.njcss.org 

January 2026
hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu

Celebrating 250 Years!
Samuel Allinson, Burlington County

As a Quaker and lawyer, I have helped enslaved people receive their freedom. I have written letters 
to Governor William Livingston and to Patrick Henry asking them to take a position to abolish 

slavery. I believe in liberty for all people but my letters and words are not being heard. What else 
can I do?

My Story            Documentary Video  

Great Lesson Activity for K-8 Students
Design a 250th Anniversary Logo for Your Class, School, Community or Family

mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://d.docs.live.net/252d5c52120b98b7/PAYING%20BILLS/www.njcss.org
mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2022/03/22/decision-activity-samuel-allinson-burlington-county-nj-july-1778/
https://vimeo.com/682311805
http://weebly-file/1/3/0/2/13026706/design_a_250th_anniversary_logo_or_flag_for_your_class.pdf
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The story of the monks at Newark Abbey and St. Benedict’s Prep School date back to 1868. In 1973, several 
monks reopened St. Benedicts after is closed the year before. The documentary film, The Rule (2014) is 
about the unique programs in urban education that St. Benedict’s Prep offers.  Anthony DePalma is a NJ 

resident and NY Times reporter.  Information        Book Review

Teacher Resources
The Battle of Princeton

Battle of Princeton (Video: 3 min)

Become a Revolutionary NJ School 
for the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence

and the American Revolution
Sign Up Here!

Resources for NJ Schools

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
Teacher Seminars Online

The Gilder Lehrman Institute is once again offering ten Teacher Seminars Online, giving K–12 educators, librarians, community 
college instructors, and museum professionals the opportunity to study with eminent American history professors and dive deep 

into primary sources with master teachers. New to 2026, each seminar will be composed of live lectures, Q&A sessions, and 
opportunities for discussion with scholars, Gilder Lehrman master teachers, partner organizations, and your peers.

Registration for Teacher Seminars is just $25 per seminar (with discounts available for three or more registrations), and each 
seminar comprises between 11 and 17 professional development hours. Learn more about and register for our ten Teacher 

Seminars Online. REGISTER TODAY!

https://www.amazon.com/This-Ground-Hardship-Toughest-America/dp/006346439X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25AGTB6ACB5IZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vSdEIj3I5we7Wh9PP5nYb6X7dpGhQEzguqATH5Yx6HxL1ReqdlHiScZ165HeMC0X2RS9MXQETQi4as9B5bvIHAHFWuwkwUzqoR8T3OaYTro_jS4ZXqdSOmocl8UuzxvCMpXV0pG8NdVem80gzd0zc5PXWbfDOIiF3oE42YThKo-DLp6vxUpuw8Ntn9aRMMsyb_pF7lv0tyM0qs6Tl_dLKqXmNK7edopWM6xkp-J2NwQ.-LA7MRK7QeMVc7YmFjWsDwKbT1v1C5C6pDbE9ufo6gE&dib_tag=se&keywords=on+this+ground&qid=1765030647&sprefix=on+this+ground%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-1
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/11/24/book-review-on-this-ground-hardship-and-hope-at-the-toughest-prep-school-in-america-by-anthony-depalma/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PoRrXvhti28vOBLJ2FLyKu6V81eVPOzK/view
https://www.revnj.org/revolutionary-schools
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/revnjschools.shtml
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-online


3

Three Options for Summer 2026 Teacher Seminars in Person

June 14 to June 19, 2026
America’s First Principles: The Declaration of Independence

Location: Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas

July 26 to July 31, 2026
Declaration of Independence and Founding of the United States

Location: Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum, Yorba Linda, California
Lead Scholar: Denver Brunsman, George Washington University 

July 19 to July 24, 2026
Reframing Lincoln: Myth, Memory, and Changing Narratives

Location: Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Springfield, Illinois
Lead Scholar: Jonathan W. White, Christopher Newport University 

New Jersey State Bar Foundation
The Informed Citizen Blog

Engaging & Amazing Resources

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/americas-first-principles
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/we-teachers-national-civics-seminar-declaration-independence-founding-united-states
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/reframing-lincoln
https://njsbf.org/blog/the-informed-citizen/
https://njsbf.org/school-based-programs/mock-trial/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/americas-first-principles
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/we-teachers-national-civics-seminar-declaration-independence-founding-united-states
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/reframing-lincoln
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Colonial Williamsburg Paid Summer PD for Teachers
Information and Application

Teachers! We're offering PAID professional development in historic Williamsburg this summer for history, civics, and 
social studies educators! 

We've got a slate of incredible teacher learning opportunities across the Historic Triangle -- participants will receive a $2500 
stipend for participation, and all lodging, food, and participation costs are fully funded.

Learn more about the program here.

Applications are open now and are due by January 31, 2026 at 11:59 PM: 
https://go.wm.edu/6Pgkw3

2026 U.S. Supreme Court Summer Institute
For Secondary School Teachers

Application

For more than thirty years, the Supreme Court Historical Society, in partnership with Street Law, Inc., has hosted the Supreme 
Court Summer Institute in Washington, D.C., a fully funded professional development opportunity for middle and high school 

social studies teachers.
Each summer, the Institute brings together 60 educators from across the country for two intensive six-day sessions. Teachers 

gain a deeper understanding of the Supreme Court’s role in American democracy and return to their classrooms with innovative 
strategies to teach the Constitution and the judiciary.

Applicant Requirements: must teach secondary (grades 7-12) social studies or law-related education; commit to attend all 
sessions (Week 1: June 7 - 12 or Week 2: June 21 - 26)

National Constitution Center
Story Themes for Elementary and Middle School Students

Participating teachers can choose a story theme from select constitutional topics that best align with what they are teaching in 
their curriculum. The specific artifact tied to each story theme will remain a mystery until the day of the program, adding an 

element of surprise for students. Through this exploration, students will connect with the past, the Constitution, and the ways 
these historical themes shape our world today.

First Amendment
Civil Rights

American Revolution
Voting Rights

Slavery
Civil War

Schedule a Story

https://go.wm.edu/6Pgkw3
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.wm.edu%2F6Pgkw3&h=AT14mQOq9iV6aRG5IY7tmb5-W88gcusoduAMzOp4w6sS5pBZqvLuxhher-L3B1dNvamTsX-Te9-s4l-cFQcYAMlef_MNoUGuAuhqOfXXSMwhShnSvefZRq52ywIOSsNgsK7wwOl_Xb2WnsMuCjldXRSnmJUereDD&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0JzNIIG7rJN9-jiBQroLIIYIkEL9pNe4KfZFGcnmbO0LmRUM10HWmhqgMT-e0OGBy5mPL_EXNnMZwzDjRMcUzewNrCx4eLxX154BYlm6XCR2q3gcBl8EQJpWKbXunUT8owq09gq19900drVO3_H7wsx813nvveRkHbvSy0_cal8rGqklxA9Y-pkW__GQ
https://form.jotform.com/252403707477156
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CivicStories2025
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New Jersey Center for Civic Education
Save these dates!

The New Jersey Center for Civic Education is offering five free, all-day professional development workshops for NJ teachers at 
Rutgers University Busch Campus Center in Piscataway. All of the workshops start with registration at 8:30 and conclude by 3:00 

p.m. Continental breakfast, lunch and materials are provided:

Civics for K-5: Tuesday, March 10, 2026
The Development of Democracy in Ancient Civilizations (middle school): Friday, March 20, 2025

Infusing Civics, Economics and NJ History into High School U.S. History: Thursday, March 26, 2026

All workshops are held on the Rutgers-Piscataway campus, starting at 8:30 and ending by 3:00 p.m. Continental breakfast and 
lunch are included.  The workshops are supported by state funding and offered FREE to school districts. 

Register Here!  
New Jersey History Day

If your school is in Essex, Hudson, Union, Monmouth, or Ocean County, register for: 
Regional Contest at Monmouth University: February 28, 2026

If your school is in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Middlesex, Mercer, or Salem County, register for: 
Regional Contest at Rutgers-Camden University: March 7, 2026

If your school is in Bergen, Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, or Warren County, register for: 

Regional Contest at St. Elizabeth University. March 21, 2026

NJHD 2026 Special Awards Program

NJHD is proud to partner with a number of community groups, nonprofits, and educational organizations to offer Special Awards 
for the State Contest. Students may want to review the Special Awards list before selecting their topics. Those who go on to the 
State Contest will be able to nominate themselves for up to two Special Awards. You'll find the list of Special Awards for 2026 
attached to this email, with a few more still in the works. This year, the following groups have confirmed they will offer a Special 
Award: 

https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-
https://nj-mrc.nhd.org/App?f=939b6a7b-09c7-4f44-bb86-68958076c7ea
https://nj-rcrc.nhd.org/App?f=bd8bc661-0e82-4d50-9ec7-0072968fcebc
https://nj-sterc.nhd.org/App?f=76e643dc-eb68-48d6-b5d3-0dd575f8ea5e
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The New Jersey Historical Commission
The Amistad Commission

The National Maritime Historical Society
The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Essex Division

The National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution, Morristown Chapter

NJHD is looking for help - work with us!
Judge Coordinator: This role supports the NJHD program by upholding the quality of our volunteer judges’ work, ensuring that 
contest judging is fair, constructive, respectful, and meaningful for students.  They help provide judge training, support and coach 
judges during the contest, and verify contest results. 

Contest HQ Assistants: This role supports NJHD by managing the operations of the contest headquarters. They help set up 
and break down the judging room, check judges in and out, organize paperwork, track results, and keep things running smoothly. 

Ideal candidates have experience with National History Day, have served as an educator and/or judge for the program, and is 
enthusiastic about the value of NHD.  Each role is a contract (1099) position, and offers a modest stipend. Candidates should be 
available for most or all of the NJHD contests - dates and locations here. Travel to contest sites is required. For full job 
descriptions and more information, please reach out to njhistoryday@wpunj.edu 

Teacher of the Year Nominations
Nominations are now open for the  2026 National History Day Teacher of the Year Award! Candidates are welcome to nominate 
themselves, and others may also nominate teachers they would like to recognize. Nominations can come from other educators, 
students, and parents who appreciate the work of their NHD teachers.  The nomination deadline is January 5, 2026. Affiliate 
winners (one in each division) will be announced in May 2026. Affiliate winners will go on to be considered for the National award 
of $5000,   given during the National Contest Awards Ceremony in June 2026. You may nominate yourself or an NHD teacher 
you admire at:  https://form.jotform.com/242894556634166 

Prepare Now for Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Day and Black History Month in February
The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades

New Jersey African American History Curriculum Guide: Grades 9 to 12
Center for Racial Justice

AAPI of New Jersey
Teach Asian American Stories

https://aapinewjersey.org/events/ 

Living Voices Offers Live Performances and Video Productions.

Winning Her Wings*NEW* for March 2026 – A partner program to Fly for Freedom
Discover the lives of women aviators who helped reshape the skies—and the limits placed on them—during WWII and beyond.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIXkcHHTRV04oLRQPCi%2Foh6pNHCfXZcI&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406732987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2FIU%2BIexuDr1s4ahsah6Az8V4zCY%2B3F2kgg35Z8MRRg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIZPejZcvoPcjwZM2Vk%2F38Jqf1fjH2-t&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406806697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2u8ZIpM9UF4VFB15CxEPpknZh7BJX2YSTR6OE42ROUU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIb4hBrmQ7pAfXhHfom%2FQYeO-cLH1ciN&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406869853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FKEU00U1ExMxsro%2FZdx3oTrTnT%2B95BeL3EHhKuJ5lfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIcjje9vuREib8pDJ7o%2FqXpOIXuZ2Wab&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406942632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3TTYLgAToFjacJW6i3UIzD0Gu8gb3W84MY9HkEssFoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeFuYwVogC9p6BAXhkp5M%2FzIgBOf4du_Nl&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407019768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b9u%2FklqEn8P2Seh1H9tYy1etfOt3RhkXTymn4ATqmuw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:njhistoryday@wpunj.edu
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGuK1nDGodCT1cGNVWLg%2FbiK9soAXDxzV&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407532807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h8CyKVpnWk8C9tB%2BQLRq%2BvtbbLiIHsaGSWoGlNXgeCs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/docs/Literacy%20Components%20for%20Primary%20Grades.pdf
https://www.njstatelib.org/research_library/new_jersey_resources/highlights/african_american_history_curriculum/
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/black-history-month-resource-guide-for-educators-and-families/
https://aapinewjersey.org/events/
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 NEW Spring 2026:  Winning Her Wings brings to life the groundbreaking Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) Follow 
journeys of women who faced and broke barriers together, fighting for justice in a time of global conflict and domestic prejudice. 

Discover how they soared—despite the odds. Partner program to Fly for Freedom.
 

Fly For Freedom: Black women during WW2 through the Rosie the Riveters, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the Double Victory campaign.

 Explore the Full 2025–2026 Lineup
 

Our Revolution: The American Revolution from a Black soldier’s point of view
Through the Eyes of a Friend: Young people and the Holocaust/Anne Frank Story

The Right to Dream: Struggle for racial equity in the civil rights movement
Within the Silence: World War II incarceration of Japanese Americans

Hear My Voice: Long fight for women's right to vote
The New American: Leaving the old world for a new life in America/Triangle Factory fire

Island of Hope: immigrant experience of life on Ellis Island
La Causa: César Chávez & migrant farm workers movement

Northwest Passages: Diverse communities of turn-of-the-century Pacific NW
Journey from the Dust: Surviving the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression

Klondike: The Last Adventure: Worldwide gold rush to the Yukon
Native Vision: Native American boarding schools & Navajo Code Talkers

Register for a program or Learn more at www.livingvoices.org 

Japan Society
K-12 School Gallery Tours

School Gallery Tours invite students to observe, discuss, and explore various Japanese art forms and their rich historical 
backgrounds through seasonal exhibitions led by experienced museum educators and teaching artists.

Learn More

K-12 Arts & Culture Workshops
Japan Society Arts and Culture Workshops introduce and connect students to the dynamic historic and contemporary culture of 

Japan through engaging workshops led by experienced teaching artists.
Learn More

NJ Department of Education Learning Lounge
Click here for more information.

Future Learning Lounge Social Studies Sessions
January 29, 2026

FY26 Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) Course Expansion Grant
Webinar, 10:00 am - 11:30 am

Click here for event description and registration.

REGISTER TODAY

https://livingvoices.org/WHW/whw.html
https://livingvoices.org/f4f/f4f.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/revo/index.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/eyes/eyes.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/rtd/rtd.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/wts/wts.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/suff/suff.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/newam/newam.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/nak-3/nak-3.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/lacausa/lacausa.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/nwpass/nwpass.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/dust/dust.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/klondike/index.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/natvis/natvis.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/
https://japansociety.org/teacher-k-12/school-gallery-tours/
https://japansociety.org/teacher-k-12/arts-culture-workshops/
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=3;recid=53551
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/search.php
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=55331
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/?p=a
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Council on Foreign Relations
Resources for High School and College

Simulation from Technology and Conflict & Warfare
Cyber Clash with China (UNSC)
Reading from Climate & Energy

How Climate Change Can Get Even Worse

Financial Literacy and Economics
W!SE

Financial Literacy Certification
MoneyW!SE

Personal Finance Certification for Educators
Quality of Life INNOVATIONS

W!se Institute
Engineered Green Economics (EGE)

Services

The New York Historical
Curriculum Library

Virtual Outreach Series
Discover our bounty of live, remote lessons on topics ranging from colonial America to the Civil War and Reconstruction to World 

War II and the civil rights movement. In each one-hour online lesson, a New York Historical educator conducts a lively and 
interactive conversation with students as they examine artifacts, paintings, documents, and virtual exhibitions. 

Students are invited to work collaboratively to find answers to history’s big questions, and in the process, develop their critical 
thinking skills and expand their understanding of our collective past.

Virtual programs last up to one hour and are booked according to your schedule. All lessons cost a flat rate of $120.
Book lessons in two ways:

In-Depth Series: Multiple lessons connected by a major theme
One-off: A single lesson

Is your school or class interested? Choose a grade band below to see a comprehensive list of topics. Then, complete our 
booking form and a New York Historical representative will be in touch to discuss program details and payment options.

Elementary Level Options >

Secondary Level Options >

Learn more and book today

The Academy for American Democracy
 

The Democracy Project: Confronting the Global Crisis of Governance
Featuring: Bob Bauer, Samuel Issacharoff, Richard Pildes, Heather Gerken (moderator)

Bonnie and Richard Reiss Lecture on Constitutional History and Law

https://education.cfr.org/?_gl=1*ugd2vn*_gcl_au*MjEzMDY2MzE0My4xNzUzMDA4OTA2*_ga*Njc3MDY3MjEyLjE3NTMwMDg5MDY.*_ga_24W5E70YKH*czE3NTMwMDg5MDYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTMwMDg5MDYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/climate-tipping-points
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/climate-tipping-points
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/financial-literacy-certification/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/moneywise/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/personal-finance-certification-educators/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/quality-of-life-innovations/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/wise-institute/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/engineered-green-economics-ege/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/services/
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/curriculum-library
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScML4Sb8T8UZBU-ktPQ_5d-dQYaoer9ofk5-Izx7N8tDx786A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScML4Sb8T8UZBU-ktPQ_5d-dQYaoer9ofk5-Izx7N8tDx786A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/virtual-programs/elementary-level-options
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/virtual-programs/secondary-level
https://www.nyhistory.org/education?for=school-programs
https://www.nyhistory.org/the-academy-for-american-democracy
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NJSoC Rev War Award to a NJ Teacher, 2026

Congratulations to Bob Fenster, Hillsborough High School, 2025 Recipient
Application Form

The New Jersey Society of the Cincinnati (NJSoC) Excellence in Education Award annually honors a notable full-time 
middle school or high school teacher in the State of New Jersey, in public, private, charter and parochial schools, who 
excels in teaching the history of the Revolutionary period, and who inspires an appreciation and understanding of the 

values and ideals of the heroes who fought to establish our nation.

The chosen teacher will be awarded a $1,000 cash prize and certificate of recognition.
 Every effort will be made to have representatives of the NJSoC personally present the award at the candidate’s school of 

instruction. Inclusion of school administration and Board member(s) will underline recognition. In addition, the recipient will be 
invited to a meeting of the NJSoC.

To receive the award, the recipient must have demonstrated excellence in readily sharing an incisive knowledge of Revolutionary 
War history, demonstrating a commitment to his or her students, fostering a spirit of patriotism and service to school or 

community, and civic participation or engagement, relating history to modern life and events, and requiring high academic 
standards from students.

Candidates will be vetted and recommended by the New Jersey Council on Social Studies (NJCSS). Membership in the NJCSS 
is not required. Applications must be submitted by April 15, 2026. In May, the NJCSS will recommend three candidates 

to the NJSoC. The final selection shall be made by the Society’s Education Committee and approved by the Executive 
Committee. The award will be presented in September at the commencement of the school year and posted on the NJCSS 

website, www.njcss.org .

The candidates will be judged by the Education Committee of the NJSoC over five credentials:
knowledge of Revolutionary War history,

a sincere commitment to student learning,
patriotism to the United States of America,

relevance or application of the Revolution to modern life,
and high academic standards in the classroom

feedback from students, parents, and peers will be considered
In order to select the recipient among candidates presented, we will require a resume or summary of each candidate’s 

qualifications plus information on educational materials, initiatives, or programs.

Award Criteria
• Full-time teacher with at least two-years of experience teaching American history at the middle school or high school 

level
Adheres to or excels at the five credentials stated above

Must teach in the State of New Jersey

https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njsoc-rev-war-award-to-a-nj-teacher-2026/
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Award Process
The NJCSS will require applications to be received by April 15, 2026 and will provide the NJSoC with its nominees by 

May. Submit applications and supporting documents using the form below. The Education Committee will select the award 
winner based on summary information provided by the NJCSS and present a candidate to the NJSoC Board of Trustees for 

approval. The award will be announced in August and presented by Society representatives at the candidate’s school of 
instruction in September. The recipient will be invited to the NJSoC meeting at a time established by the recipient and the 

President of the NJSoC.
Begin developing your resume now!

NJ Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR)
The New Jersey Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR) is thrilled to report a series of inspiring programs and 

contests designed specifically for teachers eager to bring American Revolution history alive in the classroom. These initiatives 
are perfect for enriching curricula, fostering civic responsibility, and cultivating critical thinking among students.

One of our flagship offerings is providing qualified speakers on Revolutionary War topics, including colonial life, soldier 
experiences, founding documents, espionage, and local historical events. Our speakers can tailor sessions for classrooms, 

homeschool groups, or community organizations, making history accessible and engaging.

For educators, the Rev. John Witherspoon American History Teacher Grant is awarded to recognize outstanding middle 
and high school educators who enhance their students' understanding of this pivotal era. Recipients will attend 

prestigious summer seminars at venues such as Valley Forge and Colonial Williamsburg, gaining firsthand experience to enrich 
their teaching and inspire students.

For aspiring young patriots, the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout 
Program offers recognition for Eagle Scouts who have demonstrated leadership and commitment to patriotic principles 
before their 19th birthday. The program involves a multi-phase competition with local, state, and national levels, culminating in 

awards such as cash prizes or scholarships.

Students across all grade levels can participate in our engaging contests and awards. The SAR Elementary School Poster 
Contest invites students from grades 3-5 to explore themes like revolutionary events or influential figures through art 

and research. 
Middle schoolers (grades 6-9) can showcase their understanding of foundational documents with the SAR SGT. 

Moses Adams Memoriam Brochure Contest. High school students (grades 9-12) are encouraged to participate in the 
SAR’s Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Scholarship, delivering inspiring speeches about the Revolution, the 

SAR George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest, and, for young filmmakers, the SAR Video Award. 

To learn more about these programs and how your school can participate, visit NJSSAR.org/edu. Let’s work together to inspire 
the next generation of Americans through history!

NJSSAR is a 501c3 nonprofit, nonpartisan organization.  Our mission is to honor our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by 
promoting patriotism, serving our communities, supporting education, and inspiring future generations about our country's 

founding principles. 

CONTACT:
Roger S. Williams, State Education Chair

New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution
roger@princetonsar.org  609-389-5657

http://njssar.org/edu
mailto:roger@princetonsar.org
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2026 Retro Report Teacher Advisory Teams

Retro Report is looking for middle and high school Social Studies educators to serve on our Teacher Advisory teams. Your 
expertise will help Retro Report reach more educators and create resources for teachers across the country. Become a Teacher 
Ambassador or member of our Council of Educators to receive exclusive perks, such as stipends and SWAG. Learn more about 
the responsibilities and benefits of both groups, and apply today: bit.ly/RRAdvisor26   Application Deadline is Tuesday, 
January 6, 2026

Contact David Olson, 608-443-9847 and dolson@retroreport.com   

Chhange: Center for Holocaust, Human Rights, & Genocide Education
Brookdale Community College

The Light of Resistance
Thursday, January 15, 2026 (8:30 a.m. – 2:15 p.m.)  (5 PD Hours) Free

Resistance: Mothers’ Quest for Justice
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 (9:45 – 12:30) (3 PD Hours) $10

NJCSS Student Recognition Awards (Deadline is March 15, 2026)
Middle School Student Nominations
High School Student Nominations
NJ College Student Nominations

NJCSS Teacher of the Year Awards (Deadline is April 30, 2026)
K-5 Elementary Teacher Nomination

Grades 6-8 Middle School Teacher Nomination
Grades 9-12 High School Teacher Nomination

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FRRAdvisor26&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C08e78330c43d42efc8ee08de2202cbad%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638985592612948706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1lkl%2BEMxB3ceiSydSEtIA8VLT%2BAyFm7v2W%2FiuuEOBCQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dolson@retroreport.com
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-student-recognition-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-high-school-student-recognition-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-college-student-recognition-award-form-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-k5-elem-teacher-of-the-year-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-teacher-of-the-year-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-secondary-teacher-of-the-year-award-for-2026/
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Global Peace Index
59 countries had violent conflicts in 2025

“There are currently 59 active state-based conflicts, the most since the end of WWII and three more than the 
prior year. Last year, 17 countries recorded over 1,000 conflict deaths. Additionally, the successful 

resolution of conflicts is lower than at any point in the last 50 years. Conflicts that ended in a decisive 
victory fell from 49 per cent in the 1970s to nine per cent in the 2010s, while conflicts that ended through 

peace agreements fell from 23 per cent to four per cent over the same period.” 

“Conflicts are also becoming more internationalized, making solutions more difficult; 78 countries are engaged in a 
conflict beyond their borders. This increased involvement is driven by geopolitical fragmentation, increasing major 

power competition, and the rise in influence of middle level powers, who are becoming more active within their 
regions.” Source

Focusing on our National Debt
https://www.usdebtclock.org/ 

Average daily deficit accumulation = $5,205,479,452
Fiscal year-to-date tax receipts = $1.20T

Fiscal year-to-date spending = $1.80T
Interest Accrued Per Minute = $3,299,128 or $57,000 per second

Tariff Revenue = $370,372,454,000 (billion) or $3,247 per taxpayer.

https://www.visionofhumanity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Global-Peace-Index-2025-web.pdf
https://www.usdebtclock.org/
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Students Love Geography Too!
Longyearbyen, Norway is the city closest to the North Pole and Ushuaia, Argentina is the city closest to the South Pole. 

Both offer unspoiled landscapes, rare wildlife, and lots of glacial ice.

Longyearbyen, Norway (78 degrees North Latitude)
https://www.lifeinnorway.net/life-in-longyearbyen-facts/ 

Ushuaia, Argentina (54 degrees South Latitude)
https://facts.net/world/cities/34-facts-about-ushuaia/ 

Professional Development Workshops for Grades 5-12 with Dr. Harry Stein
Half Day or Full Day (Travel Reimbursement from Manhattan only)

Four Elements of Academic Literacy
Comprehending Print and Visual Content

Thinking and Reasoning
Building Memory at the Time of Instruction

Academic Writing

Curriculum Topics in U.S. and World History
Immigration, Labor, Courts, Enslavement, Economics, Africa, Latin America, World Cultures and Religions, etc. 

Interdisciplinary Strategies
Information and Contact: Dr. Harry Stein, City University of New York, 212 217-6145

https://www.lifeinnorway.net/life-in-longyearbyen-facts/
https://facts.net/world/cities/34-facts-about-ushuaia/
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Planning for Your Department’s Summer Workshops
The NJCSS is here to assist with topics, resources, speakers, etc.
Checklist for Compliance and Best Practices

Integration of Curriculum Mandates
Labor History

Latino history and culture 
Amistad Commission 

Holocaust Commission
Middle School Civics

Financial Literacy and Economics
AAPI history

Disability history and LGBTQ persons
Standard 6.3 - climate issues

New Jersey History
Alignment with the NJSLS

Best Practices
Interdisciplinary lessons

Inquiry Design Model
Differentiated Lessons

School and District Assessments
Partnerships with community resources

Civic Engagement
U.S. Constitution and Government

Academic Competitions and Contests
Academic Literacy
Educational Trips
250th Anniversary

Digital Literacy
Geography

Research and Writing
Rho Kappa Honor Society

Black & Women’s History Month Events
Veterans Day Observations

Just for Students!

NJ Amistad Commission Programs for Elementary Students
January 31, 2026 – Pleasantville HS

February 14, 2026 – William Paterson University  
Consider being a judge!

We are looking for individuals who can assist with judging 4 and 5 grade African American History Projects. 
(Bilingual experience helpful Spanish, French Creole, Portuguese and/or additional languages as needed.) 

We need judges on: 
South Jersey Regional Contest Saturday, Jan. 31, 2026 (9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) Pleasantville School District 
North Jersey Regional Contest Saturday, February 14, 2026 (9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) William Paterson University 



15

Registration for Judges

     Students will research and present stories that highlight the contributions and achievements of African Americans connected 
to our state’s rich history. This project gives students the opportunity to:

 Practice being historians – Ask questions, find facts, and tell true stories. 
Build important skills – Strengthen public speaking, confidence, and critical thinking. 

Connect learning – Link classroom lessons to Social Studies and the NJ Student Learning Standards. 

This contest supports the Amistad Mandate by engaging younger students in historical research and inquiry while preparing 
students for future opportunities, such as National History Day. 

Project Information & Categories 
Students will develop a research project on a famous African American with ties to New Jersey Students may participate 

individually or in teams of 2–4 in one of the following categories: 

Exhibit Poster, Essay (Paper), or Performance (poetry, dance, song, skit) 
Process Paper (Required for All Categories) 

Each entry 100–300-words 
Explains your research process 

Describes why you chose this person 
Cites all sources used in your work 

Sign Up: Click Amistadsp@doe.nj.go to submit the form or scan the QR code

Regional Presentation Dates 
Southern Region: Pleasantville High School -Saturday, Jan. 31, 2026 ❄ Snow Date: Feb. 7, 2026 Counties: Atlantic, 

Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Burlington, Gloucester, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean, Salem 

Northern Region: William Paterson University Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026 ❄ Snow Date: Feb. 21, 2026 Counties: Bergen, 
Essex, Hunterdon, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, Warren 

mailto:Amistadsp@doe.nj.go
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Great History Challenge
New Jersey teachers are invited to register their schools to participate in the Great History Challenge, a national academic 

competition for middle schoolers (grades 6–8).

The Challenge is designed to:
Spark excitement for history in a fun, Jeopardy!-style buzzer-based format

Align with the NJSLS-SS for middle school (grades 6–8)
Be simple for teachers to implement - minimal time investment!

Students first participate online at their school, with top students advancing to live regional events and the National 
Championship later this school year!

Learn more and register your school at greathistorychallenge.com

World of 8 Billion Student Video Contest
“Energy, Wetlands, and Economics” 

Information and Registration

The contest challenges middle and high school students to think critically about pressing global issues and creatively present 
sustainable solutions in a 1-minute video. This year’s topics—Energy, Wetlands, and Economics—have direct connections to 

social studies standards, making this an engaging, ready-to-use opportunity for educators.

The contest is open worldwide, completely free to enter, and offers students the chance to win up to $1,200 in prizes. To make 
participation easy, we provide a range of resources, including a digital Project Organizer, to support educators and students at 

every step. Submissions are due March 4, 2026.

America’s Field Trip - 250th Anniversary
“What Does America Mean to You?”

Information
Art contest for students in grades 3-12

Deadline: March 30, 2026
America’s Field Trip is a nationwide contest that invites students across the country in grades 3–12 to be part of our nation’s 
250th anniversary by sharing their perspectives on what America means to them — with the chance to earn an unforgettable 

field trip experience at some of the nation’s most iconic historic and cultural landmarks.

Students are asked to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s prompt: “What does America mean to you?”

A total of 250 students will be awarded a special behind-the-scenes field trip experience this summer or a cash prize.

 Contest ends 5:00 pm PT/8:00 p.m. ET on 3/30/26. Open to U.S. students (3rd – 12th grade); student’s parent/legal guardian or 
teacher with parental permission must submit Entry on student’s behalf (unless student is age of majority).

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgreathistorychallenge.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Ceaf53120a179493bcfd208dde353a780%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638916671459387695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oCjicht28w%2FnMJLdQ%2FDCM1W5l6A2eflCukjyLQIV4hI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.worldof8billion.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22972940588&gbraid=0AAAAADmrhZam2gKHqerHEbgQq0DmSeQ_Y&gclid=CjwKCAiA3fnJBhAgEiwAyqmY5by_5Q9U_ezWiXQkokQeejQaWdZPFPOGMXAuOUkT_hUxAya8HtxsDhoCF9QQAvD_BwE
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldof8billion.org%2Fvideo-contest%2Fgetting-started%2F%23project-organizer&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cbc881897fdd34ad41b2d08ddf9daade7%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638941439814860879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1ot1AamnSwBplMQDibLfhaNgNyRvdQG3tqGWgqIT3XA%3D&reserved=0
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/
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Latest Generation Film Contest – February 28, 2026
“Think Anew, Act Anew!”

The Lincoln Presidential Foundation is offering exciting opportunity for young creators. After a successful pilot last year, we’re 
excited to expand The Latest Generation Film Contest nationwide. This short documentary competition invites youth 
ages 14–22 to create films. In partnership with The Better Angels Society, and with support from Ken Burns and past mentor 

sessions led by filmmakers from Florentine Films and PBS stations, this program offers:

Cash prizes
Free virtual mentor sessions with filmmakers and historians

A red-carpet screening in Chicago for the winners in June 2026
This year’s theme is “Think Anew and Act Anew,” drawn from Abraham Lincoln’s call for renewal and bold thinking.

The Latest Generation Film Contest invites young filmmakers ages 14 to 22 from across the United States to create 
compelling short documentaries (5 to 8 minutes) that bring American history to life.

As America marks 250 years of history, the Latest Generation Film Contest invites young filmmakers to explore stories 
of people in the United States who faced milestone changes or generational challenges with creative ideas and bold 

action.

Professional Conferences

Middle States Council for the Social Studies Conference
February 27-28, 2026

Wilmington/Christiana Hilton Hotel
Newark, Delaware

“Looking Back; Thinking Forward”
Register Before January 31, 2026

NCSS 2026 – December 4 – 6, Chicago 
NCSS 2027 – November 19-21, Minneapolis

NCSS 2028 – December 1-3, Washington, D.C. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGF9IwHXjeHYSeRvfiq8%2FBzq7P0elfAIL&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407207352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BdmI7psqeoSYKcDS7xwq%2FCcIrFy2IPZWV7emCrnJw7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGM0l56UuoR2YTkfe1QO%2FKrxO68VXh5Oc&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407262577%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RV2oFlxOi%2BohKsoNemMRRPFA4lhelCCkE79BFl6Is2c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGSsDDvS5yaWeJ3PcK0e%2Fyf3cieOsvB-W&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407308768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aTNb8cr5Ud4gIeyJloob4HeVUjVzl75seTpEwYwUkQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://sites.google.com/view/mscss2026annualconference
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New York State Council for the Social Studies
March 5-7, 2026 Binghamton, NY

“Social Studies: Seize the Moment!”
Information

NJ Council for the Social Studies (NJCSS)

President: Joseph Dwyer 

Vice President: Kaitlin Mahaffey
Secretary: Katherine DeVillasanta

Treasurer: Michael Kenduck

Executive Director and Editor: Hank Bitten

NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association (NJSSSA)

President, Aldo Deodino

Vice-President, Cindy Assini

Secretary, Jean Marie Seal

Treasurer, Gabrielle Rendek

https://nyscss.wildapricot.org/

