Hi,
February’s focus is on the contributions of African Americans and our 47 presidents. The lessons, bulletin board
displays, and personal stories teachers share with students have an enduring impact on the memory of students.

To Unsubscribe from our newsletter, send an email to hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu Hank Bitten, Executive
Director
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Celebrating the semiquincentennial of our Declaration Independence in 2026!
A Publication of the New Jersey Council for the Social Studies
A print copy is available on our website, www.njcss.org
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hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu

Read the Winter-Spring edition of Teaching Social Studies on our
website and blog!
Over 300 pages of excellent articles! Here are a few...

U.S. History
Why was the A-Bomb Used?
Eighty Years of Nuclear Terror
How Perot’s Economic Populism Nearly Broke the 2-Party System .
War by Alternate Means: Native American Boarding Schools in the 19th Century
From Right to Privilege: The Hyde Amendment and Abortion Access
Book Review: Our Fragile Freedoms

World History
The Devastating Effects of the Great Leap Forward
The Minoans: The Forgotten Sea Empire .
Combating and Treating the Black Death
Teaching the Black Death: Using Medieval Medical Treatments to Develop Historical Thinking
Three Ways to Teach About Venezuela in a Nonpartisan Way

Urban Issues
Camden’s Public Schools and the Making of an Urban “Lost Cause”

Social Studies Education
Reimagining Al in Social Studies: Four Educator Archetypes and the Path Forward
Cultivating Virtues and Reasoning about the Common Good
Enhancing Social Studies Instruction through Disciplinary Literacy Practices Aligned to the Science of Reading
Can You Pass the Oklahoma Anti-Woke Teacher’s Test?
Like it or Not, History Isn’t Rosy

America 250
A Reflection on July 4
Documenting the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
Book Review: Revolutionary New York: 250 Years of Social Change,



mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://d.docs.live.net/252d5c52120b98b7/PAYING%20BILLS/www.njcss.org
mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/20/why-was-the-a-bomb-used/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/07/eighty-years-of-nuclear-terror/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/23/how-perots-economic-populism-nearly-broke-the-2-party-system/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/20/war-by-alternate-means-native-american-boarding-schools-in-the-19th-century/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/21/from-right-to-privilege-the-hyde-amendment-and-abortion-access/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/11/18/book-review-our-fragile-freedoms/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/23/the-devastating-effects-of-the-great-leap-forward/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/20/the-minoans-the-forgotten-sea-empire/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/23/combating-and-treating-the-black-death/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/23/teaching-the-black-death-using-medieval-medical-treatments-to-develop-historical-thinking/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/13/three-ways-to-teach-about-venezuela-in-a-nonpartisan-way/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/21/camdens-public-schools-and-the-making-of-an-urban-lost-cause/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/19/reimagining-ai-in-social-studies-four-educator-archetypes-and-the-path-forward/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/20/cultivating-virtues-and-reasoning-about-the-common-good/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/20/enhancing-social-studies-instruction-through-disciplinary-literacy-practices-aligned-to-the-science-of-reading/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2026/01/01/can-you-pass-the-oklahoma-anti-woke-test/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/12/like-it-or-not-history-isnt-rosy/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/17/a-reflection-on-july-4/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/19/documenting-the-250th-anniversary-of-the-declaration-of-independence/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/21/revolutionary-new-york-250-years-of-social-change/

Book Review: The Slow Death of Slavery in Dutch New York
Book Review: Chains
New York State Resource Guide for the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution
Other

MLB Scandals: From the Black Sox to Modern Pitch-Rigging
Yogi Berra Museum and Learning Center
Book Review: An Education: How | Changed My Mind About Schools and Almost Everything Else
Book Review: On This Ground: Hardship and Hope at the Toughest Prep School in America,
Book Review- Jersey Boys: For King or Country? The Monmouth Manifesto

Celebrating 250 Years!

Samuel Sutphen, Somerset County

My owner's neighbor cut a deal for me to take his place as a substitute in the Continental Army. As an
enslaved person | had to consent. | fought in four battles and was shot twice in my leg. After | was
released because of my injury, | sold furs and purchased my freedom. Unfortunately, the government
denied me a pension for 66 years because there was no 'official' record of my enlistment in the
Continental Army. Thanks to Governor Peter Vroom and Mr. Conduit, | began receiving S50 a year at age
94,

My Story Documentary Video



https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/21/the-slow-death-of-slavery-in-dutch-new-york-by-michael-douma/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/14/book-review-chains/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/16/new-york-state-resource-guide-for-the-250th-anniversary-of-the-american-revolution/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/17/major-league-baseball-scandals-from-the-black-sox-to-modern-pitch-rigging/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/17/yogi-berra-museum-and-learning-center-little-falls-nj/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/12/21/an-education-how-i-changed-my-mind-about-schools-and-almost-everything-else/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/11/24/book-review-on-this-ground-hardship-and-hope-at-the-toughest-prep-school-in-america-by-anthony-depalma/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/11/27/book-review-jersey-boys-for-king-or-country/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2022/03/22/decision-activity-samuel-sutphen-hunterdon-county-nj-1778-1832/
https://vimeo.com/676631987

Bergen250
2026's Revolutionary War Roundtable Speaker Series!

These presentations are free and open to the public #America250

“The Bergen Gounty Exeeutive, James J. Tedesco 111 and the Board of Commissioners
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February is Black History Month

The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
New Jersey African American History Curriculum Guide: Grades 9 to 12
Center for Racial Justice

Visit New Jersey

Honor These Black Americans from New Jersey
Celebrating History!

Oliver Cromwell - Mercer County
Oliver Cromwell fought in the Continental Army at the battles of Trenton and Princeton.

Larry Doby - Passaic County
Larry Doby was the first African American baseball player in the National League. Doby went on to become a seven-time All-
Star, the second Black manager in major league baseball history. He is in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

Jessie Redmon Fauset - Camden County
Jessie Redmon Fauset was a writer, poet, and editor of the NAACP’s magazine, The Crisis.

Gladys Barker Grauer — Essex County
Gladys Barker Grauer, was an artist and educator in Newark.

Fannie Lou Hamer - Atlantic County
Fannie Lou Hamer delivered a speech about the injustice and violence faced by Black voters in Mississippi at the democratic
Party convention in Atlantic City.

Marsha P. Johnson - Union County
Marsha P. Johnson was a Black transgender figure in the historic Stonewall Uprising of 1969 and defender of the rights of the
LGBTQ+ community.

Lewis Howard Latimer - Essex County
Howard Latimer worked at the Thomas Edison’s lab in the 1880s and developed the lightbulb

Peter Mott - Camden County
Peter Mott is best known for his role as a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad


https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/docs/Literacy%20Components%20for%20Primary%20Grades.pdf
https://www.njstatelib.org/research_library/new_jersey_resources/highlights/african_american_history_curriculum/
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/black-history-month-resource-guide-for-educators-and-families/
https://visitnj.org/new-jersey-celebrates-america-250/black-history

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver — Essex County
Shelia Oliver was the first Black woman to be named Speaker of the N.J. General Assembly before becoming Lt. Governor.

Paul Robeson — Middlesex County
A prolific artist, Paul Robeson was a poet, writer, actor, basketball player and advocate for social justice.

John Stanard - Essex County
John Stanard, patented innovations that modernized our refrigerators and stoves.

James Still - Burlington County

James Still educated himself on the medicinal properties of the plants in New Jersey and was a health practitioner in Medford.

Harriet Tubman - Cape May County

Harriet Tubman lived in Cape May was a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad, freeing more than 70 friends and family members.

Teacher Resources

Become a Revolutionary NJ School
for the 250" Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
and the American Revolution

Sign Up Here!

Resources for NJ Schools

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

Teacher Seminars Online

The Gilder Lehrman Institute is once again offering ten Teacher Seminars Online, giving K-12 educators, librarians, community
college instructors, and museum professionals the opportunity to study with eminent American history professors and dive deep
into primary sources with master teachers. New to 2026, each seminar will be composed of live lectures, Q&A sessions, and
opportunities for discussion with scholars, Gilder Lehrman master teachers, partner organizations, and your peers.

Registration for Teacher Seminars is just $25 per seminar (with discounts available for three or more registrations), and each
seminar comprises between 11 and 17 professional development hours. Learn more about and register for our ten Teacher

Seminars Online. REGISTER TODAY!

Three Options for Summer 2026 Teacher Seminars in Person

June 14 to June 19, 2026
America’s First Principles: The Declaration of Independence

Location: Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas


https://www.revnj.org/revolutionary-schools
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/revnjschools.shtml
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-online
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/americas-first-principles
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/americas-first-principles

July 26 to July 31, 2026
Declaration of Independence and Founding of the United States
Location: Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum, Yorba Linda, California
Lead Scholar: Denver Brunsman, George Washington University

July 19 to July 24, 2026
Reframing Lincoln: Myth, Memory, and Changing Narratives
Location: Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Springfield, lllinois
Lead Scholar: Jonathan W. White, Christopher Newport University

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Programs for Teachers

Resources for Applicants and Participants
Applicant and Participant FAQs 2025-2026 (PDF)
Participant Eligibility Criteria (PDF)
Principles of Civility

Application and Notification Dates for 2025-2026
March 6, 2026: Applications close for all 2026 programs at 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time
April 6, 2026: All applicants are notified of their status
April 17, 2026: Deadline for applicants to accept or decline their offer
Questions regarding applications and program requirements should be directed to program project directors.

New Jersey State Bar Foundation
The Informed Citizen Blog

Engaging & Amazing Resources



https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/we-teachers-national-civics-seminar-declaration-independence-founding-united-states
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/reframing-lincoln
https://www.neh.gov/divisions/education/summer-programs?field_sort_date=2&sort_by=field_sort_date&sort_order=DESC&items_per_page=100&f%5B0%5D=summer_program_audience%3A351&f%5B1%5D=summer_program_type%3A361&f%5B2%5D=summer_program_type%3A366&f%5B3%5D=summer_program_type%3A3906
https://www.neh.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/Applicant%20%26%20Participant%20FAQs%20%282025%29.pdf
https://www.neh.gov/sites/default/files/Participant%20Eligibility%20Criteria_0.pdf
https://www.neh.gov/grants/principles-civility
https://njsbf.org/blog/the-informed-citizen/
https://njsbf.org/school-based-programs/mock-trial/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/we-teachers-national-civics-seminar-declaration-independence-founding-united-states
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer/teacher-seminars-in-person/reframing-lincoln

2026 U.S. Supreme Court Summer Institute
For Secondary School Teachers
Application

For more than thirty years, the Supreme Court Historical Society, in partnership with Street Law, Inc., has hosted the Supreme
Court Summer Institute in Washington, D.C., a fully funded professional development opportunity for middle and high school
social studies teachers.

Each summer, the Institute brings together 60 educators from across the country for two intensive six-day sessions. Teachers
gain a deeper understanding of the Supreme Court’s role in American democracy and return to their classrooms with innovative
strategies to teach the Constitution and the judiciary.

Applicant Requirements: must teach secondary (grades 7-12) social studies or law-related education; commit to attend all
sessions (Week 1: June 7 - 12 or Week 2: June 21 - 26)

National Constitution Center
Story Themes for Elementary and Middle School Students

Participating teachers can choose a story theme from select constitutional topics that best align with what they are teaching in
their curriculum. The specific artifact tied to each story theme will remain a mystery until the day of the program, adding an
element of surprise for students. Through this exploration, students will connect with the past, the Constitution, and the ways
these historical themes shape our world today.

First Amendment
Civil Rights
American Revolution
Voting Rights
Slavery
Civil War

Schedule a Story

New Jersey Center for Civic Education

We the People Competition
1st Place - East Brunswick High School
2nd Place - Montclair High School
3rd place - Bayonne High School

Save these dates!

The New Jersey Center for Civic Education is offering five free, all-day professional development workshops for NJ teachers at
Rutgers University Busch Campus Center in Piscataway. All of the workshops start with registration at 8:30 and conclude by 3:00
p.m. Continental breakfast, lunch and materials are provided:

Civics for K-5: Tuesday, March 10, 2026
The Development of Democracy in Ancient Civilizations (middle school): Friday, March 20, 2025

Infusing Civics, Economics and NJ History into High School U.S. History: Thursday, March 26, 2026

All workshops are held on the Rutgers-Piscataway campus, starting at 8:30 and ending by 3:00 p.m. Continental breakfast and
lunch are included. The workshops are supported by state funding and offered FREE to school districts.

Register Here!



https://form.jotform.com/252403707477156
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CivicStories2025
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-

New Jersey History Day

If your school is in Essex, Hudson, Union, Monmouth, or Ocean County, register for:
Regional Contest at Monmouth University: February 28, 2026

If your school is in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Middlesex, Mercer, or Salem County, register for:
Regional Contest at Rutgers-Camden University: March 7, 2026

If your school is in Bergen, Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, or Warren County, register for:
Regional Contest at St. Elizabeth University. March 21, 2026

NJHD 2026 Special Awards Program

NJHD is proud to partner with a number of community groups, nonprofits, and educational organizations to offer Special Awards
for the State Contest. Students may want to review the Special Awards list before selecting their topics. Those who go on to the
State Contest will be able to nominate themselves for up to two Special Awards. You'll find the list of Special Awards for 2026
attached to this email, with a few more still in the works. This year, the following groups have confirmed they will offer a Special
Award:

The New Jersey Historical Commission

The Amistad Commission
The National Maritime Historical Society
The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Essex Division
The National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution, Morristown Chapter

NJHD is looking for help - work with us!

Judge Coordinator: This role supports the NJHD program by upholding the quality of our volunteer judges’ work, ensuring that
contest judging is fair, constructive, respectful, and meaningful for students. They help provide judge training, support and coach
judges during the contest, and verify contest results.

Contest HQ Assistants: This role supports NJHD by managing the operations of the contest headquarters. They help set up
and break down the judging room, check judges in and out, organize paperwork, track results, and keep things running smoothly.

Ideal candidates have experience with National History Day, have served as an educator and/or judge for the program, and is
enthusiastic about the value of NHD. Each role is a contract (1099) position, and offers a modest stipend. Candidates should be
available for most or all of the NJHD contests - dates and locations here. Travel to contest sites is required. For full job
descriptions and more information, please reach out to njhistoryday@wpunj.edu



https://nj-mrc.nhd.org/App?f=939b6a7b-09c7-4f44-bb86-68958076c7ea
https://nj-rcrc.nhd.org/App?f=bd8bc661-0e82-4d50-9ec7-0072968fcebc
https://nj-sterc.nhd.org/App?f=76e643dc-eb68-48d6-b5d3-0dd575f8ea5e
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIXkcHHTRV04oLRQPCi%2Foh6pNHCfXZcI&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406732987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2FIU%2BIexuDr1s4ahsah6Az8V4zCY%2B3F2kgg35Z8MRRg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIZPejZcvoPcjwZM2Vk%2F38Jqf1fjH2-t&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406806697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2u8ZIpM9UF4VFB15CxEPpknZh7BJX2YSTR6OE42ROUU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIb4hBrmQ7pAfXhHfom%2FQYeO-cLH1ciN&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406869853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FKEU00U1ExMxsro%2FZdx3oTrTnT%2B95BeL3EHhKuJ5lfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIcjje9vuREib8pDJ7o%2FqXpOIXuZ2Wab&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406942632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3TTYLgAToFjacJW6i3UIzD0Gu8gb3W84MY9HkEssFoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeFuYwVogC9p6BAXhkp5M%2FzIgBOf4du_Nl&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407019768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b9u%2FklqEn8P2Seh1H9tYy1etfOt3RhkXTymn4ATqmuw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:njhistoryday@wpunj.edu

Living Voices Offers Live Performances and Video Productions.

Breaking barriers in

the skies— and on
the ground.

i e

Winning Her Wings-NEW. for March 2026 — A partner program to Fly for Freedom
Discover the lives of women aviators who helped reshape the skies—and the limits placed on them—during WWII and beyond.
NEW Spring 2026: Winning Her Wings brings to life the groundbreaking Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) Follow
journeys of women who faced and broke barriers together, fighting for justice in a time of global conflict and domestic prejudice.
Discover how they soared—despite the odds. Partner program to Fly for Freedom.

Fly For Freedom: Black women during WW2 through the Rosie the Riveters, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the Double Victory
campaign.

Explore the Full 20252026 Lineup

Our Revolution: The American Revolution from a Black soldier’s point of view
Through the Eyes of a Friend: Young people and the Holocaust/Anne Frank Story
The Right to Dream: Struggle for racial equity in the civil rights movement
Within the Silence: World War Il incarceration of Japanese Americans
Hear My Voice: Long fight for women's right to vote
The New American: Leaving the old world for a new life in America/Triangle Factory fire
Island of Hope: immigrant experience of life on Ellis Island
La Causa: César Chavez & migrant farm workers movement
Northwest Passages: Diverse communities of turn-of-the-century Pacific NW
Journey from the Dust: Surviving the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression
Klondike: The Last Adventure: Worldwide gold rush to the Yukon
Native Vision: Native American boarding schools & Navajo Code Talkers

Register for a program or Learn more at www.livingvoices.org

Japan Society

K-12 School Gallery Tours
School Gallery Tours invite students to observe, discuss, and explore various Japanese art forms and their rich historical
backgrounds through seasonal exhibitions led by experienced museum educators and teaching artists.
Learn More

K-12 Arts & Culture Workshops

Japan Society Arts and Culture Workshops introduce and connect students to the dynamic historic and contemporary culture of
Japan through engaging workshops led by experienced teaching artists.

Learn More


https://livingvoices.org/WHW/whw.html
https://livingvoices.org/f4f/f4f.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/revo/index.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/eyes/eyes.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/rtd/rtd.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/wts/wts.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/suff/suff.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/newam/newam.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/nak-3/nak-3.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/lacausa/lacausa.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/nwpass/nwpass.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/dust/dust.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/klondike/index.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/natvis/natvis.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/
https://japansociety.org/teacher-k-12/school-gallery-tours/
https://japansociety.org/teacher-k-12/arts-culture-workshops/

NJ Department of Education Learning Lounge
Click here for more information.

Future Learning Lounge Social Studies Sessions

Click here for event description and registration.

REGISTER TODAY

Council on Foreign Relations
Resources for High School and College

Three Ways to Teach About Venezuela in a Nonpartisan Way

Simulation from Technology and Conflict & Warfare
Cyber Clash with China (UNSC)
Reading from Climate & Energy
How Climate Change Can Get Even Worse

The Situation in Venezuela

i The Upstream Oil and Gas Industry In Venezuela

A conversation with Anne Applebaum and Venezuelan women human rights defenders

THE GEORGETOWN INSTITUTE FOR
WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY

Meet the Moment:
Veneszuela

Watch a Recording of the Discussion (1 hour)



https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=3;recid=53551
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/search.php
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=55331
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/?p=a
https://education.cfr.org/?_gl=1*ugd2vn*_gcl_au*MjEzMDY2MzE0My4xNzUzMDA4OTA2*_ga*Njc3MDY3MjEyLjE3NTMwMDg5MDY.*_ga_24W5E70YKH*czE3NTMwMDg5MDYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTMwMDg5MDYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://education.cfr.org/blog/three-ways-teach-about-venezuela-nonpartisan-way
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/climate-tipping-points
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/climate-tipping-points
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/events/meeting-the-moment-implications-of-u-s-military-action-in-venezuela/?emci=962c3cc2-f5f2-f011-8d4c-000d3a54b560&emdi=c1376c3e-06f3-f011-8d4c-000d3a54b560&ceid=4783286

Financial Literacy and Economics
WISE

Financial Literacy Certification
MoneyW!SE
Personal Finance Certification for Educators
Quality of Life INNOVATIONS
Wilse Institute
Engineered Green Economics (EGE)
Services

Empowering Your Students as Changemakers in 2026
Through the NCSS Online Social Entrepreneurship Institute

Register Now

What if your students didn’t just learn about civic engagement, but practiced it by solving real-world
social problems?

This year, National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) invites you to join the Online Social Entrepreneurship
Institute, an immersive professional learning experience designed specifically for middle and high school educators
ready to bring relevance, purpose, and innovation into their social studies classrooms.

Part A: Entrepreneurial Mindset
Spring 2026 | Feb 23 — Apr 30
5 weeks | 25 hours | $225
Live Zoom classes: Tuesdays, 7-9 PM ET

The New York Historical

Curriculum Library

Virtual Outreach Series
Discover our bounty of live, remote lessons on topics ranging from colonial America to the Civil War and Reconstruction to World
War Il and the civil rights movement. In each one-hour online lesson, a New York Historical educator conducts a lively and
interactive conversation with students as they examine artifacts, paintings, documents, and virtual exhibitions.

Students are invited to work collaboratively to find answers to history’s big questions, and in the process, develop their critical
thinking skills and expand their understanding of our collective past.

Virtual programs last up to one hour and are booked according to your schedule. All lessons cost a flat rate of $120.
Book lessons in two ways:
In-Depth Series: Multiple lessons connected by a major theme
One-off: A single lesson

Is your school or class interested? Choose a grade band below to see a comprehensive list of topics. Then, complete our
booking form and a New York Historical representative will be in touch to discuss program details and payment options.

Elementary Level Options > Secondary Level Options > Learn more and book today
The Academy for American Democracy

The Democracy Project: Confronting the Global Crisis of Governance
Featuring: Bob Bauer, Samuel Issacharoff, Richard Pildes, Heather Gerken (moderator)
Bonnie and Richard Reiss Lecture on Constitutional History and Law
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https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/financial-literacy-certification/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/moneywise/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/personal-finance-certification-educators/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/quality-of-life-innovations/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/wise-institute/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/engineered-green-economics-ege/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/services/
https://ncss.users.membersuite.com/events/b4b48d3e-0078-c3ed-1964-0b490f9cc56e/details?utm_campaign=34395315-Social%20Entrepreneurship&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--5v7OvV8qRLhi5Jv54VtC6Vo8MjDxtX0nVpPMXwWrGBxTdPN9jjuiJVb_NLdsTb30aFNSwhIDwhhizujn-dDuzbnNGFcrH6H69aSE1A4TOPT2a4m8&_hsmi=397523813&utm_content=397523813&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/curriculum-library
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScML4Sb8T8UZBU-ktPQ_5d-dQYaoer9ofk5-Izx7N8tDx786A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScML4Sb8T8UZBU-ktPQ_5d-dQYaoer9ofk5-Izx7N8tDx786A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/virtual-programs/elementary-level-options
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/virtual-programs/secondary-level
https://www.nyhistory.org/education?for=school-programs
https://www.nyhistory.org/the-academy-for-american-democracy

AAPI of New Jersey

Teach Asian American Stories
https://aapinewjersey.org/events/

NJSoC Rev \I\!_ar Award to a NJ Teacher, 2026

. A

| ntne State of Mew dersey

Robert Fenster ©
_ One Thousand and o

&, Sk

Congratulations to Bob Fenster, HiIIsborugh High School, 2025 Recipient

Application Form

The New Jersey Society of the Cincinnati (NJSoC) Excellence in Education Award annually honors a notable full-time

middle school or high school teacher in the State of New Jersey, in public, private, charter and parochial schools, who

excels in teaching the history of the Revolutionary period, and who inspires an appreciation and understanding of the
values and ideals of the heroes who fought to establish our nation.

The chosen teacher will be awarded a $1,000 cash prize and certificate of recognition.
Every effort will be made to have representatives of the NJSoC personally present the award at the candidate’s school of
instruction. Inclusion of school administration and Board member(s) will underline recognition. In addition, the recipient will be
invited to a meeting of the NJSoC.

To receive the award, the recipient must have demonstrated excellence in readily sharing an incisive knowledge of Revolutionary
War history, demonstrating a commitment to his or her students, fostering a spirit of patriotism and service to school or
community, and civic participation or engagement, relating history to modern life and events, and requiring high academic
standards from students.

Candidates will be vetted and recommended by the New Jersey Council on Social Studies (NJCSS). Membership in the NJCSS
is not required. Applications must be submitted by April 15, 2026. In May, the NJCSS will recommend three candidates
to the NJSoC. The final selection shall be made by the Society’s Education Committee and approved by the Executive
Committee. The award will be presented in September at the commencement of the school year and posted on the NJCSS
website, www.njcss.org .

The candidates will be judged by the Education Committee of the NJSoC over five credentials:
* knowledge of Revolutionary War history,
* a sincere commitment to student learning,
* patriotism to the United States of America,
* relevance or application of the Revolution to modern life,
+ and high academic standards in the classroom
« feedback from students, parents, and peers will be considered
In order to select the recipient among candidates presented, we will require a resume or summary of each candidate’s
qualifications plus information on educational materials, initiatives, or programs.
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https://aapinewjersey.org/events/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njsoc-rev-war-award-to-a-nj-teacher-2026/

Award Criteria
* Full-time teacher with at least two-years of experience teaching American history at the middle school or high school
level
* Adheres to or excels at the five credentials stated above
* Must teach in the State of New Jersey

Award Process
The NJCSS will require applications to be received by April 15, 2026 and will provide the NJSoC with its nominees by
May. Submit applications and supporting documents using the form below. The Education Committee will select the award
winner based on summary information provided by the NJCSS and present a candidate to the NJSoC Board of Trustees for
approval. The award will be announced in August and presented by Society representatives at the candidate’s school of
instruction in September. The recipient will be invited to the NJSoC meeting at a time established by the recipient and the
President of the NJSoC.

Begin developing your resume now!

NJ Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR)

The New Jersey Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR) is thrilled to report a series of inspiring programs and
contests designed specifically for teachers eager to bring American Revolution history alive in the classroom. These initiatives
are perfect for enriching curricula, fostering civic responsibility, and cultivating critical thinking among students.

One of our flagship offerings is providing qualified speakers on Revolutionary War topics, including colonial life, soldier
experiences, founding documents, espionage, and local historical events. Our speakers can tailor sessions for classrooms,
homeschool groups, or community organizations, making history accessible and engaging.

For educators, the Rev. John Witherspoon American History Teacher Grant is awarded to recognize outstanding middle
and high school educators who enhance their students' understanding of this pivotal era. Recipients will attend
prestigious summer seminars at venues such as Valley Forge and Colonial Williamsburg, gaining firsthand experience to enrich
their teaching and inspire students.

For aspiring young patriots, the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout
Program offers recognition for Eagle Scouts who have demonstrated leadership and commitment to patriotic principles
before their 19th birthday. The program involves a multi-phase competition with local, state, and national levels, culminating in

awards such as cash prizes or scholarships.

Students across all grade levels can participate in our engaging contests and awards. The SAR Elementary School Poster
Contest invites students from grades 3-5 to explore themes like revolutionary events or influential figures through art
and research.

Middle schoolers (grades 6-9) can showcase their understanding of foundational documents with the SAR SGT.

Moses Adams Memoriam Brochure Contest. High school students (grades 9-12) are encouraged to participate in the
SAR’s Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Scholarship, delivering inspiring speeches about the Revolution, the
SAR George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest, and, for young filmmakers, the SAR Video Award.

To learn more about these programs and how your school can participate, visit NJSSAR.org/edu. Let's work together to inspire
the next generation of Americans through history!

NJSSAR is a 501¢3 nonprofit, nonpartisan organization. Our mission is to honor our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by
promoting patriotism, serving our communities, supporting education, and inspiring future generations about our country's
founding principles.

CONTACT:
Roger S. Williams, State Education Chair
New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution
roger@princetonsar.org 609-389-5657
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Chhange -Center for Holocaust, Human Rights & Genocide Education
Resistance: Mothers’ Quest for Justice
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 (9:45 — 12:30) (3 PD Hours) $10
Brookdale Community College

NJCSS Student Recognition Awards (peadiine is March 15, 2026)

Middle School Student Nominations
High School Student Nominations
NJ College Student Nominations

NJCSS Teacher of the Year Awards (Deadline is April 30, 2026)

K-5 Elementary Teacher Nomination
Grades 6-8 Middle School Teacher Nomination
Grades 9-12 High School Teacher Nomination

Professional Development Workshops for Grades 5-12 with Dr. Harry Stein
Half Day or Full Day (Travel Reimbursement from Manhattan only)

Four Elements of Academic Literacy
Comprehending Print and Visual Content
Thinking and Reasoning
Building Memory at the Time of Instruction
Academic Writing

Curriculum Topics in U.S. and World History
Immigration, Labor, Courts, Enslavement, Economics, Africa, Latin America, World Cultures and Religions, etc.
Interdisciplinary Strategies

Information and Contact: Dr. Harry Stein, City University of New York, 212 217-6145

Planning for Your Department’s Summer Workshops
The NJCSS is here to assist with topics, resources, speakers, etc.

Checklist for Compliance and Best Practices

Integration of Curriculum Mandates
Labor History
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https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-student-recognition-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-high-school-student-recognition-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-college-student-recognition-award-form-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-k5-elem-teacher-of-the-year-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-teacher-of-the-year-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-secondary-teacher-of-the-year-award-for-2026/

Latino history and culture
Amistad Commission
Holocaust Commission
Middle School Civics
Financial Literacy and Economics
AAPI history
Disability history and LGBTQ persons
Standard 6.3 - climate issues
New Jersey History
Alignment with the NJSLS

Best Practices
Interdisciplinary lessons
Inquiry Design Model
Differentiated Lessons
School and District Assessments
Partnerships with community resources
Civic Engagement
U.S. Constitution and Government
Academic Competitions and Contests
Academic Literacy
Educational Trips
250" Anniversary
Digital Literacy
Geography
Research and Writing
Rho Kappa Honor Society
Black & Women’s History Month Events
Veterans Day Observations

Requests to Assist Graduate Students with their Research in Civics Education

University of Maryland
Are you a civic or social studies educator passionate about inquiry-based teaching?

Zaniah Anderson, a Master of Public Policy student at the University of Maryland, is conducting a Capstone research project in
collaboration with the Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE). This graduate
research study seeks to better understand how educators perceive support and preparation for civic education through
professional development. Educator perspectives are central to this work and she would love to hear from you.

Zaniah is seeking approximately 20 interview participants and 80 survey responses. Educators may participate in one of two
ways:

+ Complete an anonymous survey (approximately 10-12 minutes) by February 28, 2026
+ Participate in a one-hour Zoom interview between January 5 and February 28, 2026
Your insights will help elevate educator perspectives and inform future civic education policy and practice.
Take the survey here
Link to Full Consent Form

To participate in an interview, please contact Zaniah directly at zanders1@umd.edu
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fumdsurvey.umd.edu%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_5oRvJNKPb2dRN6S&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C014f566a613c4be7a4f708de5917f331%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C639046156893271806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0NRvYN%2BcGt9eC9KACur5dmCASinvyyqIqKOdvtF4480%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1ICzXXIs8MiKKt7bRkCNGlSRHfDU0rHCp%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C014f566a613c4be7a4f708de5917f331%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C639046156893304041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kxbYdBdHdzUEwXzZFkvbRwg7xKZHiulEBfXpAss2Ku0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:zanders1@umd.edu

Just for Students!

NJ Amistad Commission Programs for Elementary Students
February 14, 2026 — William Paterson University

North Jersey Regional Contest Saturday, February 14, 2026 (9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) William Paterson University

Students will research and present stories that highlight the contributions and achievements of African Americans connected
to our state’s rich history. This project gives students the opportunity to:
Practice being historians — Ask questions, find facts, and tell true stories.
Build important skills — Strengthen public speaking, confidence, and critical thinking.
Connect learning — Link classroom lessons to Social Studies and the NJ Student Learning Standards.

This contest supports the Amistad Mandate by engaging younger students in historical research and inquiry while preparing
students for future opportunities, such as National History Day.

Project Information & Categories
Students will develop a research project on a famous African American with ties to New Jersey Students may participate
individually or in teams of 2—4 in one of the following categories:

Exhibit Poster, Essay (Paper), or Performance (poetry, dance, song, skit)
Process Paper (Required for All Categories)
Each entry 100-300-words
Explains your research process
Describes why you chose this person
Cites all sources used in your work

Sign Up: Click Amistadsp@doe.nj.go to submit the form or scan the QR code
R -‘ .'li
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Regional Presentation Dates

Northern Region: William Paterson University Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026 s Snow Date: Feb. 21, 2026 Counties: Bergen,
Essex, Hunterdon, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, Warren

Great History Challenge

New Jersey teachers are invited to register their schools to participate in the Great History Challenge, a national academic
competition for middle schoolers (grades 6-8).

The Challenge is designed to:
Spark excitement for history in a fun, Jeopardy!-style buzzer-based format
Align with the NJSLS-SS for middle school (grades 6-8)
Be simple for teachers to implement - minimal time investment!

Students first participate online at their school, with top students advancing to live regional events and the National
Championship later this school year!
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Learn more and register your school at greathistorychallenge.com

World of 8 Billion Student Video Contest

“Energy, Wetlands, and Economics”
Information and Registration

The contest challenges middle and high school students to think critically about pressing global issues and creatively present
sustainable solutions in a 1-minute video. This year’s topics—Energy, Wetlands, and Economics—have direct connections to
social studies standards, making this an engaging, ready-to-use opportunity for educators.

The contest is open worldwide, completely free to enter, and offers students the chance to win up to $1,200 in prizes. To make
participation easy, we provide a range of resources, including a digital Project Organizer, to support educators and students at

every step. Submissions are due March 4, 2026.

America’s Field Trip - 250" Anniversary
“What Does America Mean to You?”
Information

Art contest for students in grades 3-12
Deadline: March 30, 2026

America’s Field Trip is a nationwide contest that invites students across the country in grades 3-12 to be part of our nation’s
250th anniversary by sharing their perspectives on what America means to them — with the chance to earn an unforgettable
field trip experience at some of the nation’s most iconic historic and cultural landmarks.

Students are asked to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s prompt: “What does America mean to you?”
A total of 250 students will be awarded a special behind-the-scenes field trip experience this summer or a cash prize.

Contest ends 5:00 pm PT/8:00 p.m. ET on 3/30/26. Open to U.S. students (3rd — 12th grade); student’s parent/legal guardian or
teacher with parental permission must submit Entry on student’s behalf (unless student is age of majority).

Latest Generation Film Contest — February 28, 2026
“Think Anew, Act Anew!”

The Lincoln Presidential Foundation is offering exciting opportunity for young creators. After a successful pilot last year, we're
excited to expand The Latest Generation Film Contest nationwide. This short documentary competition invites youth
ages 14-22 to create films. In partnership with The Better Angels Society, and with support from Ken Burns and past mentor

sessions led by filmmakers from Florentine Films and PBS stations, this program offers:

Cash prizes
Free virtual mentor sessions with filmmakers and historians
A red-carpet screening in Chicago for the winners in June 2026
This year's theme is “Think Anew and Act Anew,” drawn from Abraham Lincoln’s call for renewal and bold thinking.

The Latest Generation Film Contest invites young filmmakers ages 14 to 22 from across the United States to create
compelling short documentaries (5 to 8 minutes) that bring American history to life.

As America marks 250 years of history, the Latest Generation Film Contest invites young filmmakers to explore stories

of people in the United States who faced milestone changes or generational challenges with creative ideas and bold
action
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGSsDDvS5yaWeJ3PcK0e%2Fyf3cieOsvB-W&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407308768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aTNb8cr5Ud4gIeyJloob4HeVUjVzl75seTpEwYwUkQ4%3D&reserved=0

Professional Conferences

Middle States Council for the Social Studies Conference

February 27-28, 2026
Wilmington/Christiana Hilton Hotel
Newark, Delaware
“Looking Back; Thinking Forward”

2026 MSCSS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
NEWARK, DELAWARE
FEBRUARY 27 & 28, 2026

NCSS 2026 — December 4 — 6, Chicago
NCSS 2027 — November 19-21, Minneapolis

NCSS 2028 — December 1-3, Washington, D.C.

New York State Council for the Social Studies
March 5-7, 2026 Binghamton, NY
“Social Studies: Seize the Moment!”
Information

NJ Council for the Social Studies (NJCSS)

President: Joseph Dwyer
Vice President: Kaitlin Mahaffey
Secretary. Katherine DeVillasanta

Treasurer: Michael Kenduck

Executive Director and Editor: Hank Bitten
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NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association (NJSSSA)
President, Aldo Deodino
Vice-President, Cindy Assini

Secretary, Jean Marie Seal

Treasurer, Gabrielle Rendek
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