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NJ Social Studies Network News
A Publication of the New Jersey Council for the Social Studies

A print copy is available on our website, www.njcss.org 

February 2025
hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu

Support NJCSS with Membership Renewal
RENEW ONLINE (Pay by PayPal or PO)

NJCSS Student Recognition Awards (Deadline is March 15, 2025)
Every student nominated receives a certificate and congratulatory letter
One student in each category and geographic area receives a plaque
These Certificates are Valued by Students and their Parents

NJCSS Middle School Student Award
NJCSS High School Student Award

Arlene Gardner College Student Award

NJCSS Teacher Recognition Awards (Deadline is April 30, 2025)
Every teacher nominated receives a certificate and congratulatory letter. 

One teacher in each category and geographic area receives a plaque and gift card.
Elementary Teacher Award (Grades K-5)

Middle School Teacher Award (Grades 6-8)
High School Teacher Award (Grades 9-12)

Teaching Social Studies
The Winter-Spring edition is on our website, www.njcss.org 

We thought you might enjoy these articles during Black History Month

Governed by Despots: John Swanson Jacobs Chronicles Enslavement and Resistance by Alan Singer 

Teaching the APâ African American Studies Course by Ismaini Hinson 

The John W. Jones Story 
.

Challenges of Teaching African American History in Secondary Schools (Four Perspectives)  

Book Review: A Hudson Valley Reckoning: Discovering the Forgotten History of Slaveholding in My Dutch American 
Family Reviewed by Ismaini Hinson

https://d.docs.live.net/252d5c52120b98b7/PAYING%20BILLS/www.njcss.org
mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/r19ertku1x2uo0r/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-student-recognition-award-2025/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-high-school-student-recognition-award-2025/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-college-student-recognition-award-form-2025/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-k5-elem-teacher-of-the-year-award-2025/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-teacher-of-the-year-award-2025/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-secondary-teacher-of-the-year-award-for-2025/
http://www.njcss.org/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2024/12/30/governed-by-despots-john-swanson-jacobs-chronicles-enslavement-and-resistance/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2024/12/30/teaching-the-apa-african-american-studies-course/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/01/14/the-john-w-jones-story/
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2025/01/14/challenges-of-teaching-african-american-history-in-secondary-schools/
https://wordpress.com/post/teachingsocialstudies.org/9099
https://wordpress.com/post/teachingsocialstudies.org/9099
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NJ History Day
Rights and Responsibilities in History

WEBSITE     

NJ History Day Contest Registration is open!

Find your contest. Check the map above to determine which contest your county's students will attend.
Click the link. Go to the website for your specific contest.

Create an account. Even if you had one last year, you'll need to make a new account for this year.
Fill in the fields. If you can't complete all your information right now, that's fine! You can start a registration now and come back to 

complete it when you have more details.

You have until February 1, 2025, at 11:59 PM to finalize the entries and submit payment.
Questions? Download our Registration Guide, or reach out to us at njhistoryday@wpunj.edu .

Contest Links
Central/Southern Regional Contest at Rutgers-Camden University: Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, 

Salem, Burlington, Mercer, Somerset, Hunterdon, Middlesex, and Union
Register for Rutgers-Camden

Metro Regional Contest at Monmouth University: Monmouth, Hudson, Essex, and Ocean
Register for Monmouth

Northern Regional Contest at St. Elizabeth University: Bergen, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, and Warren
Register for St. Elizabeth

Call for NJ History Day Judges

Two Ways to Judge

As in previous years, the website and paper categories will be judged completely online - meaning that if you select those 
categories, you can complete your judging on your own schedule. Online judging begins about two weeks before each contest, 

and results are due the Thursday before the contest. If you prefer to join us in person on contest day, please choose 
documentary, exhibit, or performance as your preferred category. In-person judging is a single-day commitment. Judges begin at 

8 AM and are usually done by 2:00 PM.

Contest Dates and Registration

We ask judges to register on zFairs, the contest platform. Each contest has a separate zFairs registration page. Please use the 
links below to register.  Our new Registration Guide helps walk you through the process.  Even if you registered in previous 

years, you must create a new account, as we do not retain your personal data. 
Please save your username and password.

Saturday, February 22, 2025 - Southern/Central Regional Contest at Rutgers-Camden Register for Rutgers-Camden

Saturday, March 8, 2025 - Metro Regional Contest at Monmouth University Register for Monmouth

Sunday, March 16, 2025 - Northern Regional Contest at St. Elizabeth University Register for St. Elizabeth

Saturday, May 3, 2025 - New Jersey State Contest at William Paterson University Register for WPU

https://nj.nhd.org/?siteid=FairInfo&f=70f91eac-2ea1-4184-bcf9-bf77b394415c
mailto:njhistoryday@wpunj.edu
https://nj-rcrc.nhd.org/App?f=bd8bc661-0e82-4d50-9ec7-0072968fcebc
https://nj-mrc.nhd.org/App?f=939b6a7b-09c7-4f44-bb86-68958076c7ea
https://nj-sterc.nhd.org/App?f=76e643dc-eb68-48d6-b5d3-0dd575f8ea5e
https://nj-rcrc.nhd.org/App?f=bd8bc661-0e82-4d50-9ec7-0072968fcebc
https://nj-mrc.nhd.org/App?f=939b6a7b-09c7-4f44-bb86-68958076c7ea
https://nj-sterc.nhd.org/App?f=76e643dc-eb68-48d6-b5d3-0dd575f8ea5e
https://nj.nhd.org/App?f=70f91eac-2ea1-4184-bcf9-bf77b394415c
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Judge Training Sessions

. Please register using the links below for the one that best fits your schedule. 

February 11, 4:00 PM: 
February 13, 7:00 PM 

March 11, 7:00 PM 

Even if you've judged before, we ask you to sign up to attend one of these sessions to learn new information, review the judging 
criteria, and ask questions. Sessions will be recorded for later viewing in case you are unable to attend live. We will also provide 

an overview and reminders the morning of each contest 

QUESTIONS???? njhistoryday@wpunj.edu 

New Jersey Historical Commission

Presenting the RevolutionNJ Video

If you are still getting caught up with what we're doing at RevolutionNJ, here's an easy primer. Recently shot at the Old Barracks 
in Trenton, with some help from Governor Phil Murphy and First Lady Tammy Murphy, the RevolutionNJ Video proudly explains 
New Jersey's critical importance to the American Revolution, and how New Jersey will lead the country in commemorating the 

250th Anniversary in 2026. Take a look, and get excited for what's coming next!

Watch the Video (3 minutes)

https://wpunj.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkdOyrpzMpHNQBGB-Umr_EGvJQwQdaU0sE
https://wpunj.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYkde6uqD4oGtAjudYF1jjnUlhnEvJKKH5Q'
https://wpunj.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvce2qqDMjE9WA1ZON5O3JJGqnon7kyfJ1
mailto:njhistoryday@wpunj.edu
https://www.revnj.org/vvnov124
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The New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Youth Award Scholarship Programs

JSSAR Elementary School Poster Contest – Deadline April 30

SGT. MOSES ADAMS MEMORIAL Middle School Brochure Contest – Deadline April 30, 2025

For more information visit njssar.org/edu

Speakers and Resources for Your Classroom. More battles and skirmishes were fought in New Jersey than in any 
other state. The New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR) can help you find qualified speakers 

for your classroom, homeschool, or organization on various Revolutionary War topics. Topics include colonial life, 
soldier life, founding documents, spies during the revolution, letter writing, colonial toys, medicine, and cooking. We 
can also talk about local events and New Jersey's role during the revolutionary era.   NJSSAR is a 501©3 non-profit 

lineage organization. Our speakers, or speaker recommendations, maybe academics, educators, authors, historic site 
staff, or public historians. Some of our speakers can come dressed in period clothing. NJSSAR can advise educators 

about field trips to New Jersey or other Tri-State Revolutionary War sites.  

For more information or to answer questions, go to njssar.org/edu-speaker

Reading the Revolution NJSSAR.org has a list of recommended books on the American Revolution for young 
readers at this link https://tinyurl.com/2kca3bdk

February is African American History Month
African American Contributions to the History of New Jersey by Rowan University

Notable Black Americans in the 21st Century by Blackpast

Founding a New Nation at the Expense of Enslaved People from the NJ State Bar Foundation

20 Inspirational Black Leaders from NY Life Insurance Co. 

Resources from the National Constitution Center

Throughout Black History Month in February, the National Constitution Center recognizes 
extraordinary African Americans and the impact their stories have had on our nation’s history. 

Explore all programs at the Center

Amistad Commission’s 2025 Summer Curriculum Institute
. This year’s event will take place from August 4th to August 7th at Stockton University-Ocean Campus in Atlantic City.

Register Now
 (Last summer this popular event filled quickly!)

http://njssar.org/edu
https://www.njssar.org/edu-speaker
https://tinyurl.com/2kca3bdk
https://libguides.rowan.edu/c.php?g=248151&p=1652440
https://www.blackpast.org/tag/21st-century/
https://njsbf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Respect_Special-Edition_2024.pdf
https://www.newyorklife.com/newsroom/black-history-month-facts
https://dxn6x5iab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EGbaLM0JLB3s9L8vw-SVrpYk4Qg_yjINJ7UyjVsaHXevmHh-pg8HAhzAhj58E8iGsKXHb2luKjBfWkhWTbrQuGYvmYivwMro-gNUUX0c18H4V2GH1UVwMyQa_AbrQ8eCJucFcJCNqw9ZgfeDuKgjxtBu-X_Q6K6NKitlMFC6R6942Rgf8tNmJoSF0FNOZsK2LCtnaW3tvSh8a94Crw454Q==&c=kYABPrJsPTtYIupshgm2HTxZFemtVjh-Qi9a3NTw4gVefq_qC8qojw==&ch=gmktGBzkjsxxm_bDuXTfRuQ0xZshQ5QLy0Vvxy9gbUknnjzd4oaqqQ==
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=EnNPSwndWUm2ZtW6bcj0tMHCXyE-_m5GtrIsapEEiGRUNTdKQjJSN0pIV0UyNFJLWEk5TlBRTEE3OC4u&route=shorturl
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Black Philadelphia in the 18th and 19th Centuries Conference
The Library Company of Philadelphia

February 20-22, 2025 (Thursday - Saturday)
Registration  (Free)

About
Program

Tri-State Psychology Teacher Workshop at Seton Hall University
Monday, March 3rd, 2025 - 9 am - 3 pm

Cost: $10.00

: Register: Tri-State High School Psychology Teacher Workshop
Six PD Hours

NJ Center for Civic Education Workshops

Registration: NJ Center For Civic Education - Events-

Are you looking for resources and strategies that will engage your middle school students in civics?  We have lots of materials 
and ideas for you that will be demonstrated and shared at this whole day (8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.) workshop at Rutgers Busch 

Campus Center in Piscataway.   

March 11, 2025: Teaching Civics in Elementary Grades
For pre-service and current elementary teachers interested in resources and strategies for teaching civics in elementary grades, 

including connections across the curriculum.

Registration: NJ Center For Civic Education - Events-

March 18, 2025: Project Citizen workshop for grades 3-12

Project Citizen is a project based civic education program for students grades 3-12. Student learn how public policy is developed 
and how they can effect change. The workshop will help teachers understand how they can guide their students through the 

process of identifying an issue, researching possible solutions, developing the best solution and creating an action plan for its 
implementation.  Sample classroom books will be distributed at the workshop.  Class projects are shared at the annual state 

Project Citizen Showcase each June.

Registration: NJ Center For Civic Education - Events-

April 2, 2025: We the People workshop for middle and high school teachers

https://librarycompany.org/academic-programs/paah/blackphiladelphiaconference/black-philadelphia-in-the-18th-and-19th-centuries-2/
https://librarycompany.org/academic-programs/paah/blackphiladelphiaconference/blackphiladelphiaconferencetickets/
https://librarycompany.org/academic-programs/paah/blackphiladelphiaconference/
https://librarycompany.org/academic-programs/paah/blackphiladelphiaconference/black-philadelphia-in-the-18th-and-19th-centuries-2/
https://forms.gle/d4LppsofVjxhtmA96
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-
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We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution provides an understanding of the political philosophy underlying our Constitution 
and Bill of Rights and their impact in history and relevance to current-day issues. The materials include critical thinking exercises 

and activities and cooperative learning techniques to develop participatory skills, while

increasing student knowledge of the institutions of American constitutional democracy. The culminating activity is a simulated 
legislative hearing with the opportunity for high school classes to compete in an annual state (and national) competition. Any U.S. 
History or U.S. Government class, and especially AP classes, can benefit from We the People.  Sample classroom books will be 

distributed at the workshop.

All events are held from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Rutgers University, include lunch, and are offered without charge.

Registration: NJ Center For Civic Education - Events-

Contact Bob O'Dell at ro205@scarletmail.rutgers.edu  or Arlene Gardner at 
arlenega@sas.rutgers.edu  with any questions.

Civics Education Essay Contest Opens February 17
 

Each year, the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) invites students in grades 3-12 to participate in our Annual Civics 
Education Essay Contest to encourage youth to engage with the principles of U.S. government.

We are pleased to offer prize money to the top three winners in each category—elementary, middle, and high school—to honor 
their achievements.

View past winners and essays.

Mark your calendars for February 17, 2025—the day we reveal this year’s thought-provoking essay questions, entry guidelines, 
and a promotional toolkit to help you encourage participation.

Essays must be submitted by midnight ET on Friday, March 21, 2025. 
Winners will be announced and celebrated on May 1, 2025.

Please contact Molly Justice for additional information.

Gilder Lehrman Teacher Seminars Online
The Gilder Lehrman Institute is once again offering ten Teacher Seminars Online, giving K–12 educators, librarians, community 
college instructors, and museum professionals the opportunity to study with eminent American history professors and dive deep 
into primary sources with master teachers. Each seminar is composed of lectures that you can watch on your own schedule as 

well as live Zoom sessions featuring the scholar, Gilder Lehrman master teachers, partner organizations, and your peers.

Registration for Teacher Seminars is just $25 per seminar (with discounts available for three or more registrations), and each 
seminar comprises between 22 and 24 professional development hours. 

To learn more and register for our ten Teacher Seminars Online, CLICK HERE!  

https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-
mailto:ro205@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
mailto:arlenega@sas.rutgers.edu
https://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/civics/contest?utm_campaign=615245_2025%20Save%20the%20date&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_content=v-0&dm_i=7L57,D6Q5,6G1KI3,1ZOXX,1
mailto:mjustice@ncsc.org
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-online
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Summer PD Opportunities

 Visit this page to learn more and begin your application. 

(Deadline: March 7, 2025)

 Apply now: The Great Depression, New Deal, and World War II  at Marist College
Apply now: Statesmanship in American History at Princeton

Apply now: The Cold War at National Museum of Marine Corps
 Apply now: Reframing Lincoln at Springfield, Il.

Apply now: The Vietnam War at 50 at the LBJ Library

 Explore all Summer 2025 professional development options  (22 Great Programs!)

Apply to Attend a Summer Institute at the National Constitution Center

Engage with constitutional scholars and educators from around the country during a weeklong residential institute at the National 
Constitution Center in summer 2025.

During each institute, educators work with content experts to deepen their knowledge of the history and contemporary relevance 
of the Constitution, the structural Constitution, and the amendment process.

The Center’s Education team works closely with teacher facilitators, providing participants with the tools to discover and develop 
innovative, nonpartisan ways to make the content relevant to their students.

Our approach has three main components:
1. Build a historical foundation through storytelling;

2. Learn how to interpret the Constitution like a constitutional lawyer;
3. And develop the skills of civil dialogue and reflection.

Institutes are open to educators working with fifth through 12th grade students at public, charter, independent, parochial, and 
other schools.

There are currently four opportunities to join us in Philadelphia this summer:
Click on the link to apply. 

Sunday, June 15–Friday, June 20: Principles of the American Revolution
Sunday, July 6–Friday, July 11: Reconstruction and the Second Founding
Sunday, July 13–Friday, July 18: Federalism and the Separation of Powers

Sunday, July 20–Friday, July 25: Principles of the American Revolution, 
in partnership with PBS LearningMedia

Applications are open now through Monday, February 17, 2025. 

Notification regarding application status will be sent no later than Friday, March 28, 2025. Institutes are free to attend, but a 
successful application is required.

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-in-person/great-depression-new-deal-wwii
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-in-person/great-depression-new-deal-wwii
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-in-person/statesmanship-american-history
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-in-person/cold-war
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-in-person/reframing-lincoln-myth-memory-changing-narratives
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd/teacher-seminars-in-person/vietnam-war
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/professional-development/summer-pd
https://constitutioncenter.org/calendar/principles-of-the-american-revolution-session-one
https://constitutioncenter.org/calendar/reconstruction-and-the-second-founding
https://constitutioncenter.org/calendar/federalism-and-separation-of-powers
https://constitutioncenter.org/calendar/principles-of-the-american-revolution-session-two
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NEH Summer Programs for K-12 Teachers
Information on Courses

Most applications due by March 1, 2025

Immigration is in the News
Exciting Opportunity for Educators: Ellis Island Spring Professional Learning Program

Unique Experience: This program happens right on Ellis Island! It's an immersive experience that you won't find elsewhere.
Walk in the Footsteps of Immigrants: You'll tour the unrestored hospital buildings and the National Immigration Museum with a 

Ranger guide. It's a powerful way to understand the immigrant experience.
Develop Engaging Lessons: You'll learn about EduProtocols, to create engaging and effective lessons that are adaptable for 

different learning styles, content areas, and grade levels.

March 26 or 28, 2025
Time: 8:35 am - 3:05 pm (with a ferry departure and security screening)

Location: Ellis Island (ferry leaves from NJ or NY)
Cost: $300 per educator (includes lunch, electronic resources, and a Professional Development certificate). You'll need 

to purchase your own ferry ticket (for general admissions) from Statue Cruises.

Space is limited to 25 educators in grades 2-12.
 Registration Form

  
Contact: Barbara De Santis at bdesantis@saveellisisland.org or 201-332-8485 x3. 

Additional Information: The program accepts purchase orders, credit cards, and checks. They're an approved NY DOE vendor, 
but registration payments are non-refundable.

Introducing the Yale and Slavery Teachers Institute (YSTI)
In July 2025, we will launch the Yale and Slavery Teachers Institute, a five-year professional development program designed to 
support K-12 educators for integrating Black and Indigenous history into their curricula. Each year, the two-week program will 

focus on a distinct theme, with the first year dedicated to Teaching Slavery in New England. Subsequent years will cover other 
vital topics, including Indigenous history, slavery and the economy, and the Reconstruction and Black freedom struggles.

Program Highlights

Teachers will participate in collaborative workshops with scholars, public historians, Native communities, and other 
experts to co-develop curriculum materials.

All expenses will be covered for selected participants, including travel and meals.

Teachers will receive a $2,500 stipend in recognition of their time and contributions.

Information and Registration

If you have any questions contact Daisha Brabham (daisha.brabham@yale.edu)

https://www.neh.gov/taxonomy/term/351
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKtErv6OrwYUY58GeeeJCQdt9vI7NPJDIU9WEN48ysX2XnSg/viewform
mailto:bdesantis@saveellisisland.org
https://macmillan.yale.edu/glc/ysti
https://macmillan.yale.edu/glc/yale-and-slavery-teachers-institute-2025
mailto:daisha.brabham@yale.edu
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NJ Department of Education Learning Lounge

Future Learning Lounge Social Studies Sessions

The "More Than Just A Month" series empowers educators to create a more inclusive and accurate representation of history, 
moving beyond designated heritage months to weave diverse narratives and perspectives throughout the K-12 social studies 

curriculum. Participants will learn to identify instructional gaps, incorporate underrepresented voices and utilize primary sources 
from a wide range of perspectives in order to foster critical thinking about historical events and their modern implications.

More Than Just a Month Series
The "More Than Just A Month" series empowers educators to create a more inclusive and accurate representation of history, 
moving beyond designated heritage months to weave diverse narratives and perspectives throughout the K-12 social studies 

curriculum. These professional development sessions explore the underrepresented histories that have shaped America. 
Participants will gain practical strategies for incorporating these diverse perspectives into the K-12 curricula, fostering a more 

inclusive and representative understanding of American history.

REGISTER TODAY

February 11th 3-4PM NJ’s Black Heritage Trail

March 4th 3-4PM Women’s History

April 2nd 3-4PM Jewish American History
April 8th 3-4PM Religious Diversity

April 9th 3-4 PM Sikh American History

May 6th 3-4PM AAPI History

June 3rd 3-4PM LGBT Histories in America

Plan now for Earth Day 2025!!!
As the scenario of an average world temperature increasing by 1.5 degrees is becoming a reality, 

teachers and students are the most influential resource for addressing this critical issue. The 
science is unambiguous! 

Thank You for all you are doing in your school and community!

The Global Threat of Drying Lands

UN COP 29 Climate Action Reports
Surging Seas
Extreme Heat 

Energy Transition
Methane

Greenhouse Gases

https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/search.php
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/?p=a
https://www.unccd.int/news-stories/press-releases/three-quarters-earths-land-became-permanently-drier-last-three-decades
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/reports?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAx9q6BhCDARIsACwUxu7XocJkTew9sYa_jw4SjiN8TBYfqCW8-N5hpRljVLb7mYgcujPhh8kaAg_BEALw_wcB
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Register for the New Jersey Student Climate Challenge

Deadline is April 9, 2025
The New Jersey Student Climate Challenge is open to New Jersey public school students in grades 6 to 12. Under their 

teacher's mentorship, teams of 2 to 12 students complete a school or community project that addresses a cause or impact of 
climate change. Each team creates a digital story about the project and completes a Climate Challenge submission form by April 
9, 2025. First, second, and third place middle and high school winners are recognized at an Awards Ceremony hosted by First 
Lady Tammy Murphy. School winners receive grants to advance their climate education initiatives ranging from $500 to $2,500.

Every year, over 1 billion people across the planet observe Earth Day on and around April 22.   For 2025, our 55th 
anniversary year, the theme Our Power, Our Planet, is on solar, wind, hydroelectric, geothermal, and tidal 
generated energy. Through the engagement of students and teachers, the goal is to triple our use of renewable 

energy by 2030!

Climate Education Resources
The NJCSS is collecting Best Practices lessons you did with your students last year. Send them 

to Hank Bitten hb288@sasmailrutgers.edu 

New York Historical Society
Curriculum Library Highlight

Anna May Wong
Anna May Wong, Hollywood’s first Chinese-American leading lady, broke through racial barriers to change the face of cinema 

forever. Explore more groundbreaking stories in our Women & the American Story video series.

Video

Curriculum Library

Gilder Lehrman Traveling Exhibits (Rent or Purchase)
Frederick Douglass
Alexander Hamilton

Development of the U.S.
Voting

Immigration
World War 1
World War II

https://t.e2ma.net/click/p36dmq/prha5i/pf8ay9b
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2025/
mailto:hb288@sasmailrutgers.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwlrnWMIxHI&list=PLccU8xvoXu4RLeQAFpqlg3-_Fy4iUXvJU&index=33
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/curriculum-library
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Frederick Douglass: Advocate for Equality—available for purchase or rental—features an exploration of the full trajectory of 
Douglass’s epic life from 1818 to 1895. Viewers will learn about Douglass’s escape from slavery, his work as an abolitionist, and 

his tireless fight for full equality for all individuals.

This exhibition includes six freestanding retractable panels, each 33 x 81 inches, designed to easily fit into any classroom, 
library, or lobby.

Purchased copies will arrive within 7-10 business days and four-week rentals are available as scheduling allows. We also offer 
discounted “rent to purchase” plans for schools and libraries—email exhibitions@gilderlehrman.org  to learn more.

Frederick Douglass Day Student Program
Friday, February 14, 2025, 10 AM - 3 PM

Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum, Skillman, NJ

School Group Registration Form

The Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum (SSAAM) invites you and your students to a birthday party for activist and 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass. Although Douglass never knew his birthdate, he chose to celebrate every year on Valentine’s 
Day. Join us at the Mt. Zion AME Church and historic Reasoner/True House in Skillman NJ on Friday, February 14, 2025 to 

honor Frederick Douglass’s legacy and create Black History together. Birthday cake included!

While you are with us onsite, SSAAM staff will guide students in a transcribe-a-thon of historical documents from the Library of 
Congress as part of a national Douglass Day celebration. Docents will also be present to give tours of the museum and special 

exhibits inside Mt. Zion AME Church.

Students will…
Learn about Frederick Douglass and other African American leaders

Explore primary sources online
Transcribe historical materials using a user-friendly online platform

Contribute to the Library of Congress’s digital archives

PRE-REGISTRATION is required. Please contact Dr. Isabela Morales at the email below for more information.
Contact Email: rimorales@ssaamuseum.org

Dr. Isabela Morales, Education & Exhibit Manager
Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum

Contact Email : rimorales@ssaamuseum.org

The Holocaust Resource Center at Kean University

Quarantining Hate
As a society, we have gone through eras of hate and over the past decade, we have seen hate crimes increase each year. After 

finding out her grandfather was a wanted WWII war criminal from Lithuania directly involved in over 14,000 Jewish people’s 
deaths, Kerrie Taber embarked on a project to use her family’s history and research to show what can happen when society 

pushes back on hate.

I am Nobody’s Slave: How Uncovering My Family’s History Set Me Free
February 4, 2025 at 4:30 p.m.

Kean University
Miron Student Center, Room 228

REGISTER NOW!

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-and-events/traveling-exhibitions/frederick-douglass-advocate-equality
mailto:exhibitions@gilderlehrman.org
https://d.docs.live.net/252d5c52120b98b7/Desktop/Friday,%20Feb%2014,%202025
https://form.jotform.com/243375502917156
mailto:rimorales@ssaamuseum.org
mailto:rimorales@ssaamuseum.org
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=VQ4Ckmp2qkuid5SiTxsRt3MzuyT1I8tKobv0y07Yh35UOVNQTjdSSEQ5VkU0MFhBTzE3Rjk2RFZZTi4u&route=shorturl
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Lee Hawkins is an American investigative journalist and author who was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 2022. His most recent 
work documents the lives of Black American descendants of slavery and Jim Crow survivors, exploring the intergenerational 

impact of racial violence and racism on their families.

Participants will receive curriculum resources to help implement Lee’s work into the classroom.
PD hours and Co-Curricular Credits will be provided!

Copies of the book will be available for purchase at the event

For more information, please contact: Sarah Coykendall, Managing Assistant Director
coykends@kean.edu   / (908) 737- 4632

Kean University 1000 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ. 07083

Virtual High School Programs from Kean University
Watching OUT: Learning from History to Fight for the Future

February 28, 2025 (Friday) at 12:00 p.m.
For Students in Grades 9-12

What can Nazi history teach us about LGBTQ+ rights today?

Join the Pink Triangle Legacies Project's team of experts to explore the history of the Nazi persecution of LGBTQ+ people. They 
will identify the top historical lessons that will help attendees understand and push back against the attack on LGBTQ+ rights in 

the US today. Attendees will be equipped with tools and information necessary to actively fight
homophobia and transphobia in their communities.

REGISTER NOW!

CONTACT: SARAH COYKENDALL  COYKENDS@KEAN.EDU  908-737-4632

HOUR OF NEED
February 25, 2025 (Tuesday) at 4:30 pm EST

virtual via Zoom

Explore factors that led to widespread resistance in Denmark

Learn how to bring Hour of Need: The Daring Escape of the Danish Jews during World War II into your classroom

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT DR. ADARA GOLDBERG
AGOLDBER@KEAN.EDU 

908-737-4660
REGISTER NOW!

mailto:coykends@kean.edu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VQ4Ckmp2qkuid5SiTxsRt0uHjeLDYWFDjtBn9fldXl9UNEZZM0hKTTMyQzg3M00wQ0RIN0oxMkpCRS4u
mailto:COYKENDS@kean.edu
mailto:AGOLDBER@kean.edu
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=VQ4Ckmp2qkuid5SiTxsRt3MzuyT1I8tKobv0y07Yh35UOTBDUFRaS0VFTjlKMFIxUzdMOUtNUEhDNS4u&route=shorturl
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Kean University’s 17th Annual Human Rights Conference
We are the future: How GenZ is Changing the World

Friday, March 21, 2025 • 9am - 1pm

Keynote Speakers

David Hogg (Parkland HS survivor and gun control activist)

Tiana Day (Founder of Youth Activists for Change)

For more information, contact Dr. Adara Goldberg agoldber@kean.edu  

Wilkins Theatre • 1000 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083
Students in grades 7-12 are invited to join us for this year’s Human Rights Conference!

Tours of the HRI Gallery exhibit, box lunch, and a resource toolkit will be provided.
RSVP by March 7, 2025

Israel and the Holocaust
Rutgers, New Brunswick, 4:30 – 7:30 pm for 3 Mondays – Feb. 3, 10, 17. 

Contact Sarah Portilla

mailto:agoldber@kean.edu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VQ4Ckmp2qkuid5SiTxsRt0uHjeLDYWFDjtBn9fldXl9UM1dXODUyRVQ5UUE3VEZPRkgwWDRUWTcwMS4u
mailto:sarah.portilla@rutgers.edu
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TEEEM Free Virtual PD Session
Thursday, February 13, 2025 from 7:00 – 8:00 pm

Guest Speaker: Nate Samuelson, Korea International School
REGISTER

Bring Ford’s Theatre in Washington to Your Students
Interactive and Engaging Virtual Field Trips

Apply Today

Bring the story of President Lincoln’s assassination and world of Civil War Washington into your classroom. Connect your 
students directly with Ford’s Education staff to explore the many stories Ford’s Theatre has to offer. We offer flexible scheduling 
and can adapt to a variety of classroom set-ups and learning needs.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress. LC-DIG-stereo-1s07887

Education and Power in Post-Emancipation America
Tuesday February 11 at 7 p.m. ET

A History Talks Webinar

Register
Reconstruction has long been dismissed as a failure in American history, but in fact one of its most resilient and enduring 

legacies was the establishment of public colleges for African Americans previously denied educational opportunities. Join Ford’s 
Theatre, Blake Lindsey and University of Maryland professor Leigh Soares to discover how Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities (HBCUs) founded during Reconstruction became cornerstones of education, empowerment and the movement for a 
more equitable society.  

Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln and the USCT
Tuesday, February 18 at 1 p.m. ET

Public Virtual Field Trip for Students

Register
Join the discussion on how these two great leaders worked together to help end slavery. While the Emancipation Proclamation 

promised freedom, it allowed Black men to join the U.S. Army and fight to fulfill that promise for themselves. Lincoln invited 
Douglass to the White House to help establish this unit of the Army that would grow to 185,000 men. This program is 

recommended for Grade 5 and up.  For specific requests, additional accommodations or questions, please contact us at 
VirtualFieldTrips@fords.org . 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_xtjeLWrk_BVl4rKv9r-Ub7SQUEqAEnY4ZNCqPT1uwLtIFA/viewform
https://fords.org/teaching-and-learning/education-programs/virtual-field-trips/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=082024-7%3A30am%3AAugustTeacherEnews&utm_content=version_A&promo=27683
https://fords.org/event/education-and-power-in-post-emancipation-america/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=012225-7pm%3AEnewsforTeachers&utm_content=version_A&promo=29289
https://fords.org/event/frederick-douglass-abraham-lincoln-and-the-usct/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=012225-7pm%3AEnewsforTeachers&utm_content=version_A&promo=29289
mailto:VirtualFieldTrips@fords.org
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Virtual Field Trips for Grades: 5+ | Length: 40 Minutes | Free
During this interactive program, participants will embark on a guided journey through Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site, 
including the presidential box and the Petersen House where President Abraham Lincoln drew his last breaths. Using high 

quality, dynamic photographs, participants will also reflect on artifacts and historic images related to Lincoln and his 
assassination. This program is effective for students who have studied the Lincoln assassination in class.   

Register

Lincoln Online Oratory Project
Our virtual classroom is open! This arts-integrated national program for grade 3 – 12 pairs a Ford’s Theatre teaching artist with 

your classroom to collaborate with educators and students online to prepare to perform a historic speech. Inspired by great 
speakers like Abraham Lincoln, Mary Mcloud Bethune, Martin Luther King, Frederick Douglass and others, students will learn 
how to analyze complex text, learn Ford’s Approach to Oratory and prepare to record their final performance in three online 

classroom sessions.
Apply Today

NJ State Bar Foundation
2024 MIPS Black History Month Celebration - Wed., February 19, 2025  6 - 9 p.m.

This event will be presented by the NJSBA Minorities in the Profession Section at the New Jersey Law Center, featuring winners 
of our annual essay competition who will read and discuss selections from their essay. Additional program features include 
musical performances, a keynote speaker and a n art show. Click here for more information or to register for this event. 

The Informed Citizen Blog

Engaging & Amazing Resources

The New Jersey State Bar Foundation has released free civics curriculum guides to help teachers participate in our Law Fair and 
Law Adventure mock trial competitions. Law Fair and Law Adventure help to fulfill the new State mandated civics education 

requirements. (NJ Learning Standard 6.3.8 Civics PR.5) In these competitions (entry deadline is January 31, 2025), students and 
their teachers write original mock trial cases according to rules provided.

Princeton Battlefield Society
Great New Video! (9 minutes)

Thomas Clarke
Watch Today!

https://fords.org/teaching-and-learning/education-programs/virtual-field-trips/vft-session-request-form/
https://fords.org/teaching-and-learning/education-programs/lincoln-online-oratory-project/?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=082024-7%3A30am%3AAugustTeacherEnews&utm_content=version_A&promo=27683
https://njsba.com/dei-initiatives/minorities-in-the-profession-section-black-history-month-celebration/
https://njsbf.org/blog/the-informed-citizen/
https://njsbf.org/school-based-programs/mock-trial/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/65aaa5y0pue71qz0u2bzz/Clarke_2024_Final.mp4?rlkey=fyy54oyb14ga2qn07u4m0eza5&st=mp8xhvdq&dl=0
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Washington Crossing Park
Field Trips and Free Educational Resources for Teachers 

Information

The historical interpreters at Washington Crossing Historic Park have created numerous resources to support virtual or in-class 
instruction about the colonial era, Washington's Crossing of the Delaware River, and the Ten Crucial Days.

Some resources, including virtual and in person field trips, are available on a limited basis for a discounted rate or free for 
schools receiving Title I funding. For more information about this, please reply to this email!

Just for Students!

America’s Field Trip!
250th Anniversary of the Signing of the Declaration of Independence

“What does America Mean to You?”
Grades 3-12

Deadline: April 16, 2025

In 2026, the United States will mark our Semiquincentennial: the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. Today’s young people are the leaders, innovators, and thinkers who will shape the next 250 years — and it’s 

important their voices are heard as we commemorate this historic milestone.

America250 and RevolutionNJ invite students in grades 3–12 to be part of America’s 250th anniversary by sharing their 
perspectives on what America means to them — with the opportunity to earn an unforgettable field trip experience at some of the 

nation’s most iconic historic and cultural landmarks.

Students are asked to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s prompt: “What does America 
mean to you?” First-place awardees will receive a spectacular field trip to one of America’s iconic sites. Learn more 

and get involved at https://america250.org/fieldtrip

https://mailchi.mp/washingtoncrossingpark/resources-for-teachers-september-2024?e=7074749c78
https://america250.org/fieldtrip
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New for K-3!

President’s Month Programs from the Eisenhower Library

Little Ike Story Time
Grades K-3 • Online • Monthly 

Join us for this interactive story time from the comfort of your classroom! Each online session will include a story book 
and related lesson that connects to Dwight D. Eisenhower! 

See the Schedule & Register! 

Eisenhower and the Television Era
Grades 4-9 Online • Monday, February 17, 2025 (Presidents Day)

After World War II, Americans enjoyed increasing prosperity. This included the rise of a new technology, television. As more and 
more homes turned to television as a source of entertainment, politicians were forced to make decisions about how to use this 

new medium. Dwight Eisenhower led the way by embracing television as a means of communicating his ideas to the voters. His 
success convinced others of the importance of television in politics as Eisenhower became a “TV President.” Students will 
analyze and compare campaign ads from 1952 & 1956, as well as how television has impacted Presidential campaigns.

Register! 

World of 8 Billion Contest
For middle and high school students

 World of 8 Billion
 The contest asks students to think critically about, and find sustainable solutions to, pressing global challenges. 

This year’s topics are: 

Child Wellbeing 
Rainforest Ecosystems

Sanitation. 
The contest is open to middle and high school students worldwide and is free to enter. Students are asked to share their ideas in 
a 60-second video and can win prizes up to $1,200. We provide many resources, including a digital Project Organizer, to support 
educators and students through each step. The deadline for submissions is March 5, 2025

Kid Witness News (KWN) 2025
KWN is a global student-team video production competition. This year, student teams will tackle social issues aligned with one of 

the 17 Sustainable Development Goals identified by the United Nations. You can learn more about the goals here.
Participants will create a video of 3 minutes or less on their chosen topic. Winning teams from the US will advance to compete 

with students from other countries at the KWN Global Summit, and exciting prizes will be awarded to the top teams!

Video Submission Deadline: June 6, 2025
Age Eligibility: 10-18 years old

Open to New Jersey students only

Visit the KWN website for more details and to register your team today.

https://eisenhowerfoundation.net/little-ike-story-time
https://ikeducation.as.me/schedule/d836f757/appointment/72946138/calendar/9457921?appointmentTypeIds%5b%5d=72946138
https://lnk.ie/71VCF/e=hbitten@optonline.net/https:/www.worldof8billion.org/
https://lnk.ie/71VCG/e=hbitten@optonline.net/https:/www.worldof8billion.org/video-contest/getting-started/#project-organizer
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.fill.foundation/kwn/
https://form.jotform.com/230737798217164
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Professional Conferences

2025 NCHE Conference
“All History is Local”
St. Louis, Missouri
March 20-22, 2025

 
NCSS Future Conferences – PLAN AHEAD!
2025 – December 5- 7 Washington, D.C.

2026 – December 4 – 6 Chicago 

NJ Council for the Social Studies (NJCSS)

President: Joseph Dwyer 

Vice President: Kaitlin Mahaffey
Secretary: Katherine DeVillasanta

Treasurer: Michael Kenduck

Executive Director and Editor: Hank Bitten

NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association (NJSSSA)

President, Aldo Deodino

Vice-President, Cindy Assini

Secretary, Jean Marie Seal

Treasurer, Gabrielle Rendek

Next NJSSSA Meeting – Tuesday, February 4, 2025


