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December includes the anniversary of Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott (12/1/55), the first 
successful human heart transplant (12/3/67), Pearl harbor (12/7/41), Capture of Saddam Husein (12/3/03), and 
the Boston Tea Party, (12/16/1773). It has been nine years since our last historic snowfall in NJ! 

Jan. 24-26, 2016, 30 inches
Dec. 27, 2010, 29 inches
Feb. 12, 2006, 28 inches
Nov. 24, 1950, 30 inches
Dec. 26, 1947, 29 inches

To Unsubscribe from our newsletter, send an email to hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu   Hank Bitten, Executive Director

NJ Social Studies Network News
A Publication of the New Jersey Council for the Social Studies

hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu

Celebrating 250 Years!
Elizabeth Covenhoven, Monmouth County

I just received news the British troops under Gen. George Clinton are burning houses, stealing goods, and taking 
animals from barns as they march through New Jersey, just a few miles from my home in Freehold.  I am 74 years old 

and too frail to run.  I want to save my home and possessions. What words can I speak to Gen. Clinton to convince him 
to save my life and home?

My Story        Documentary Video

The story of the monks at Newark Abbey and St. Benedict’s Prep School date back to 1868. In 1973, several monks 
reopened St. Benedicts after is closed the year before. The documentary film, The Rule (2014) is about the unique 

programs in urban education that St. Benedict’s Prep offers.  Anthony DePalma is a NJ resident and NY Times reporter.  
ISBN 978-0-06-346439-1 

mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
mailto:hb288@sasmail.rutgers.edu
https://teachingsocialstudies.org/2023/01/27/decision-activity-elizabeth-covenhoven-monmouth-county-1778/
https://vimeo.com/819298215
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NJDOE Seeks Input on New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies
Deadline: December 15, 2025

Social Studies (SS): New Jersey social studies educators with advanced degrees in the content area and extensive classroom 
experience; and higher education faculty with terminal degrees in history, political science, economics, geography, sociology, 

anthropology, or other social studies-related fields who teach in an accredited institution
of higher education in New Jersey.

Social Studies Expert Review Meeting Dates
January 27, 2026

February 3, 10, 24, 2026
March 3, 10, 2026

 Practicing appropriately certified educators with at least five years of experience in teaching social studies in K-12 in New 
Jersey public schools; and instructional leaders with at least five years of experience in leading the implementation of the New 

Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies and who possess teaching experience in the content area.
How to Apply

Individuals interested in volunteering for the standards review process should complete the participation form no 
later than 11:59 p.m. on Monday, December 15, 2025. Previous committee participation does not preclude 

individuals from applying. 

Teacher Resources
Become a Revolutionary NJ School 

for the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
and the American Revolution

Sign Up Here!

Resources for NJ Schools

Free Materials for the Semiquincentennial 
The New Jersey State Bar Foundation has free civics-based materials to use in your classroom, post in your library and share with community 

groups to use as we approach the celebration of our nation’s historic milestone on July 4, 2026. The materials and resources, all created or 
curated, include posters, founding documents of the United States, quotes about democracy, revolutionary trivia about New Jersey, 

publications and newsletters (complete with glossaries, discussion questions and more).
Order Publications and Posters Here

Founding Documents of the United States: This booklet contains The Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution, as well as the 
first 10 Amendments, also known as the Bill of Rights). An article about the Articles of Confederation is also included.

Download here or order free copies here.

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2025/nov/19/NJDOESeeksInputonNewJerseyStudentLearningStandardsforComprehensiveHealthandPhysicalEducationandSocialStudies.pdf
https://www.revnj.org/revolutionary-schools
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/revnjschools.shtml
https://orderpublications.njsbf.org/
https://njsbf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Founding-Documents-web.pdf
https://orderpublications.njsbf.org/
https://njsbf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Founding-Documents-web.pdf
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America By the Numbers: This 17″ x 22″ poster, suitable for classrooms, libraries and more, has fourteen facts 
and trivia about the forming of the United States, the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

Order free copies of the America by the Numbers poster here.

Road to Revolution: This 17″ x 22″ poster, suitable for classrooms, libraries and more, highlights some of the 
objectionable British Laws that led colonists to start the American Revolution.

Order free copies of the Road to Revolution poster here.

Road to Revolution Companion Flyer: includes information about the other important dates and acts noted on 
the poster can be downloaded here.

New Jersey State Bar Foundation
The Informed Citizen Blog

Engaging & Amazing Resources

https://orderpublications.njsbf.org/
https://orderpublications.njsbf.org/
https://njsbf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NJSBF-Road-to-Revolution-Companion-Flyer.pdf
https://njsbf.org/blog/the-informed-citizen/
https://njsbf.org/school-based-programs/mock-trial/
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National Constitution Center
Story Themes for Elementary and Middle School Students

Participating teachers can choose a story theme from select constitutional topics that best align with what they are teaching in 
their curriculum. The specific artifact tied to each story theme will remain a mystery until the day of the program, adding an 

element of surprise for students. Through this exploration, students will connect with the past, the Constitution, and the ways 
these historical themes shape our world today.

First Amendment
Civil Rights

American Revolution
Voting Rights

Slavery
Civil War

Schedule a Story
New Jersey Center for Civic Education

Save these dates!
The New Jersey Center for Civic Education is offering five free, all-day professional development workshops for NJ teachers at 

Rutgers University Busch Campus Center in Piscataway. All of the workshops start with registration at 8:30 and conclude by 3:00 
p.m. Continental breakfast, lunch and materials are provided:

Project Citizen (grades 4-12): Tuesday, December 9, 2025
We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution (grades 5-12): Tuesday, December 9, 2025

Civics for K-5: Tuesday, March 10, 2026
The Development of Democracy in Ancient Civilizations (middle school): Friday, March 20, 2025

Infusing Civics, Economics and NJ History into High School U.S. History: Thursday, March 26, 2026

All workshops are held on the Rutgers-Piscataway campus, starting at 8:30 and ending by 3:00 p.m. Continental breakfast and 
lunch are included.  The workshops are supported by state funding and offered FREE to school districts. 

Register Here!  
New Jersey History Day

NJHD Registration Opens December 1!

The Countdown Begins! Registration for NJHD's 2026 Regional Contests opens Monday, December 1. Detailed registration 
guides for students, teachers, and judges will go out in our newsletter and on the website.

Congratulations to NJHD Teacher Marissa LaSala on being selected for the "Researching Silent Heroes" Project!

Marissa LaSala, Social Studies teacher at Woodrow Wilson Middle School, Edison Township, has been selected to participate in 
NHD's Researching Silent Heroes program, sponsored by the American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC), which 

maintains American military cemeteries and monuments overseas. When the teachers complete their research, they will write a 
profile for NHD’s Silent Heroes website, and share their research with the American Battle Monuments Commission for use in 

educational materials. Congratulations, Ms. LaSala!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CivicStories2025
https://civiced.rutgers.edu/events/range.listevents/-
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NJHD 2026 Special Awards Program

NJHD is proud to partner with a number of community groups, nonprofits, and educational organizations to offer Special Awards 
for the State Contest. Students may want to review the Special Awards list before selecting their topics. Those who go on to the 
State Contest will be able to nominate themselves for up to two Special Awards. You'll find the list of Special Awards for 2026 
attached to this email, with a few more still in the works. This year, the following groups have confirmed they will offer a Special 
Award: 

The New Jersey Historical Commission
The Amistad Commission

The National Maritime Historical Society
The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Essex Division

The National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution, Morristown Chapter

NJHD is looking for help - work with us!
Judge Coordinator: This role supports the NJHD program by upholding the quality of our volunteer judges’ work, ensuring that 
contest judging is fair, constructive, respectful, and meaningful for students.  They help provide judge training, support and coach 
judges during the contest, and verify contest results. 
Contest HQ Assistants: This role supports NJHD by managing the operations of the contest headquarters. They help set up 
and break down the judging room, check judges in and out, organize paperwork, track results, and keep things running smoothly. 

Ideal candidates have experience with National History Day, have served as an educator and/or judge for the program, and is 
enthusiastic about the value of NHD.  Each role is a contract (1099) position, and offers a modest stipend. Candidates should be 
available for most or all of the NJHD contests - dates and locations here. Travel to contest sites is required. For full job 
descriptions and more information, please reach out to njhistoryday@wpunj.edu 

Teacher of the Year Nominations
Nominations are now open for the  2026 National History Day Teacher of the Year Award! Candidates are welcome to nominate 
themselves, and others may also nominate teachers they would like to recognize. Nominations can come from other educators, 
students, and parents who appreciate the work of their NHD teachers.  The nomination deadline is January 5, 2026. Affiliate 
winners (one in each division) will be announced in May 2026. Affiliate winners will go on to be considered for the National award 
of $5000,   given during the National Contest Awards Ceremony in June 2026. You may nominate yourself or an NHD teacher 
you admire at:  https://form.jotform.com/242894556634166 

AAPI of New Jersey
Teach Asian American Stories

https://aapinewjersey.org/events/ 

Integrating AAPI Histories: Curricular Points of Entry for US History  
Virtual 4:30 p.m. 

This curriculum design workshop is tailored to middle and high school teachers, equipping them with practical strategies and a 
wealth of resources to seamlessly incorporate AAPI history into their social studies lessons.

Register Today!

Living Voices Offers Live Performances and Video Productions.

Winning Her Wings*NEW* for March 2026 – A partner program to Fly for Freedom
Discover the lives of women aviators who helped reshape the skies—and the limits placed on them—during WWII and beyond.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIXkcHHTRV04oLRQPCi%2Foh6pNHCfXZcI&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406732987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2FIU%2BIexuDr1s4ahsah6Az8V4zCY%2B3F2kgg35Z8MRRg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIZPejZcvoPcjwZM2Vk%2F38Jqf1fjH2-t&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406806697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2u8ZIpM9UF4VFB15CxEPpknZh7BJX2YSTR6OE42ROUU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIb4hBrmQ7pAfXhHfom%2FQYeO-cLH1ciN&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406869853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FKEU00U1ExMxsro%2FZdx3oTrTnT%2B95BeL3EHhKuJ5lfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2F6rqJfgq8dIcjje9vuREib8pDJ7o%2FqXpOIXuZ2Wab&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979406942632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3TTYLgAToFjacJW6i3UIzD0Gu8gb3W84MY9HkEssFoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeFuYwVogC9p6BAXhkp5M%2FzIgBOf4du_Nl&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407019768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b9u%2FklqEn8P2Seh1H9tYy1etfOt3RhkXTymn4ATqmuw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:njhistoryday@wpunj.edu
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGuK1nDGodCT1cGNVWLg%2FbiK9soAXDxzV&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407532807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h8CyKVpnWk8C9tB%2BQLRq%2BvtbbLiIHsaGSWoGlNXgeCs%3D&reserved=0
https://aapinewjersey.org/events/
https://aapinewjersey.org/event/integrating-aapi-histories-curricular-points-of-entry-for-us-history-2/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/g47rAcPCRVufMaOJwFhCcg#/registration
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 NEW Spring 2026:  Winning Her Wings brings to life the groundbreaking Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) Follow 
journeys of women who faced and broke barriers together, fighting for justice in a time of global conflict and domestic prejudice. 

 
Fly For Freedom: Black women during WW2 through the Rosie the Riveters, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the Double Victory campaign.

 Explore the Full 2025–2026 Lineup
Our Revolution: The American Revolution from a Black soldier’s point of view

Through the Eyes of a Friend: Young people and the Holocaust/Anne Frank Story
The Right to Dream: Struggle for racial equity in the civil rights movement

Within the Silence: World War II incarceration of Japanese Americans
Hear My Voice: Long fight for women's right to vote

The New American: Leaving the old world for a new life in America/Triangle Factory fire
Island of Hope: immigrant experience of life on Ellis Island

La Causa: César Chávez & migrant farm workers movement
Northwest Passages: Diverse communities of turn-of-the-century Pacific NW
Journey from the Dust: Surviving the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression

Klondike: The Last Adventure: Worldwide gold rush to the Yukon
Native Vision: Native American boarding schools & Navajo Code Talkers

Register for a program or Learn more at www.livingvoices.org 

Japan Society

Teaching Contemporary Japan: Changing U.S.-Japan Relations &        
Changing Japanese Way of Life

Sat., Dec 6, 2025 | 9am – 12pm ET
Online | Free

This program explores the evolving U.S.-Japan relationship and Japan’s response to shifting global politics. Prof. Satoshi Mori 
(Keio University) will discuss how Japan views changing U.S. policies, recent political leadership shifts, and the future of this key 
partnership. In the second session, Prof. Jennifer Robertson will examine how religion and technology intersect in Japan, from 

ancient practices to today’s innovative uses of robots, websites, and social media in spiritual life.

K-12 School Gallery Tours
School Gallery Tours invite students to observe, discuss, and explore various Japanese art forms and their rich historical 

backgrounds through seasonal exhibitions led by experienced museum educators and teaching artists.
Learn More

K-12 Arts & Culture Workshops
Japan Society Arts and Culture Workshops introduce and connect students to the dynamic historic and contemporary culture of 

Japan through engaging workshops led by experienced teaching artists.
Learn More

https://livingvoices.org/WHW/whw.html
https://livingvoices.org/f4f/f4f.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/revo/index.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/eyes/eyes.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/rtd/rtd.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/wts/wts.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/suff/suff.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/newam/newam.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/nak-3/nak-3.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/lacausa/lacausa.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/nwpass/nwpass.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/dust/dust.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/klondike/index.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/natvis/natvis.html
http://www.livingvoices.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjapansociety.org%2Fevents%2Fcontemporary-japan-changing-u-s-japan-relations-changing-japanese-way-of-life%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C1fd4732936344ad1ee3d08de0c2b6da3%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638961577834873924%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HtKWRjy2DoskLh3ULIzBI9NxElvQRPJ6K78vz%2B5UyF8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjapansociety.org%2Fevents%2Fcontemporary-japan-changing-u-s-japan-relations-changing-japanese-way-of-life%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C1fd4732936344ad1ee3d08de0c2b6da3%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638961577834873924%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HtKWRjy2DoskLh3ULIzBI9NxElvQRPJ6K78vz%2B5UyF8%3D&reserved=0
https://japansociety.org/teacher-k-12/school-gallery-tours/
https://japansociety.org/teacher-k-12/arts-culture-workshops/
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NJ Department of Education Learning Lounge
Click here for more information.

Future Learning Lounge Social Studies Sessions

December 2, 2025
Revisions to N.J.A.C. 6A:8 Standards and Assessments

Type of Event: Webinar
Time: 10:00 am - 10:30 am

Click here for event description and registration.

December 4, 2025
NJSLS Learning Lounge: From Numbers to Insight: Supporting Elementary Data Literacy through Coaching

Type of Event: Webinar
Time: 10:00 am - 11:00 am

Click here for event description and registration.

December 4, 2025
Revisions to N.J.A.C. 6A:8 Standards and Assessments

Type of Event: Webinar
Time: 2:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Click here for event description and registration.

December 9, 2025
Artificial Intelligence Technology in Career and Technical Education Pathways - NGO TA

Type of Event: Webinar
Time: 10:00 am - 11:00 am

Click here for event description and registration.

December 11, 2025
NJSLS Learning Lounge: Revolutionary Schools - Connecting Across Classrooms for America's 250th

Type of Event: Announcement
Time: 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Click here for more information.
REGISTER TODAY

Council on Foreign Relations
Resources for High School and College

Simulation from Technology and Conflict & Warfare
Cyber Clash with China (UNSC)
Reading from Climate & Energy

How Climate Change Can Get Even Worse

https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=3;recid=53551
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/search.php
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=54851
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=54571
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=54852
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=2;recid=54691
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/details.php?t=3;recid=53513
https://homeroom5.doe.state.nj.us/events/?p=a
https://education.cfr.org/?_gl=1*ugd2vn*_gcl_au*MjEzMDY2MzE0My4xNzUzMDA4OTA2*_ga*Njc3MDY3MjEyLjE3NTMwMDg5MDY.*_ga_24W5E70YKH*czE3NTMwMDg5MDYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTMwMDg5MDYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/teach/simulation/cyber-clash-china-nsc/educator-overview
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/climate-tipping-points
https://education.cfr.org/learn/reading/climate-tipping-points
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Financial Literacy and Economics
W!SE

Financial Literacy Certification
MoneyW!SE

Personal Finance Certification for Educators
Quality of Life INNOVATIONS

W!se Institute
Engineered Green Economics (EGE)

Services

The New York Historical
Curriculum Library

School Programs
Learn more and book today

The Academy for American Democracy
Seeking Women & the American Story Ambassadors (Deadline is December 12, 2025)

We invite educators to apply for our Teacher Ambassadors program in conjunction with the Women & the American Story 
(WAMS) curriculum! WAMS Ambassadors are educators committed to not only incorporating more women’s voices into their 

own instruction, but also helping other teachers do the same. Be a champion of women’s history in your classroom and 
community, and apply today!       Apply

Bruce Springsteen Archives and Center for American Music 
AND TeachRock

“Hitting the Right Notes: Integrating Music History Across the Curriculum”
Friday, December 5, 2025

Monmouth University, Edison Hall 201
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Registration and Information

https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/financial-literacy-certification/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/moneywise/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/financial-literacy/personal-finance-certification-educators/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/quality-of-life-innovations/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/wise-institute/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/college-career-readiness/engineered-green-economics-ege/
https://www.wise-ny.org/programs-services/services/
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/curriculum-library
https://www.nyhistory.org/education?for=school-programs
https://www.nyhistory.org/the-academy-for-american-democracy
https://apply.interfolio.com/173685
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NJSoC Rev War Award to a NJ Teacher, 2026

Congratulations to Bob Fenster, Hillsborough High School, 2025 Recipient
Application Form

The New Jersey Society of the Cincinnati (NJSoC) Excellence in Education Award annually honors a notable full-time 
middle school or high school teacher in the State of New Jersey, in public, private, charter and parochial schools, who 
excels in teaching the history of the Revolutionary period, and who inspires an appreciation and understanding of the 

values and ideals of the heroes who fought to establish our nation.

The chosen teacher will be awarded a $1,000 cash prize and certificate of recognition.
 Every effort will be made to have representatives of the NJSoC personally present the award at the candidate’s school of 

instruction. Inclusion of school administration and Board member(s) will underline recognition. In addition, the recipient will be 
invited to a meeting of the NJSoC.

To receive the award, the recipient must have demonstrated excellence in readily sharing an incisive knowledge of Revolutionary 
War history, demonstrating a commitment to his or her students, fostering a spirit of patriotism and service to school or 

community, and civic participation or engagement, relating history to modern life and events, and requiring high academic 
standards from students.

Candidates will be vetted and recommended by the New Jersey Council on Social Studies (NJCSS). Membership in the NJCSS 
is not required. Applications must be submitted by April 15, 2026. In May, the NJCSS will recommend three candidates 

to the NJSoC. The final selection shall be made by the Society’s Education Committee and approved by the Executive 
Committee. The award will be presented in September at the commencement of the school year and posted on the NJCSS 

website, www.njcss.org  

The candidates will be judged by the Education Committee of the NJSoC over five credentials:
• knowledge of Revolutionary War history,

• a sincere commitment to student learning,
• patriotism to the United States of America,

• relevance or application of the Revolution to modern life,
• and high academic standards in the classroom

• feedback from students, parents, and peers will be considered
In order to select the recipient among candidates presented, we will require a resume or summary of each candidate’s 

qualifications plus information on educational materials, initiatives, or programs.

Award Criteria
• Full-time teacher with at least two-years of experience teaching American history at the middle school or high school 

level
• Adheres to or excels at the five credentials stated above

• Must teach in the State of New Jersey

https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njsoc-rev-war-award-to-a-nj-teacher-2026/
http://www.njcss.org/
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Award Process
The NJCSS will require applications to be received by April 15, 2026 and will provide the NJSoC with its nominees by 

May. Submit applications and supporting documents using the form below. The Education Committee will select the award 
winner based on summary information provided by the NJCSS and present a candidate to the NJSoC Board of Trustees for 

approval. The award will be announced in August and presented by Society representatives at the candidate’s school of 
instruction in September. The recipient will be invited to the NJSoC meeting at a time established by the recipient and the 

President of the NJSoC.
Begin developing your resume now!

NJ Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR)
The New Jersey Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NJSSAR) is thrilled to report a series of inspiring programs and 

contests designed specifically for teachers eager to bring American Revolution history alive in the classroom. These initiatives 
are perfect for enriching curricula, fostering civic responsibility, and cultivating critical thinking among students.

One of our flagship offerings is providing qualified speakers on Revolutionary War topics, including colonial life, soldier 
experiences, founding documents, espionage, and local historical events. Our speakers can tailor sessions for classrooms, 

homeschool groups, or community organizations, making history accessible and engaging.

For educators, the Rev. John Witherspoon American History Teacher Grant is awarded to recognize outstanding middle 
and high school educators who enhance their students' understanding of this pivotal era. Recipients will attend 

prestigious summer seminars at venues such as Valley Forge and Colonial Williamsburg, gaining firsthand experience to enrich 
their teaching and inspire students.

For aspiring young patriots, the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout 
Program offers recognition for Eagle Scouts who have demonstrated leadership and commitment to patriotic principles 
before their 19th birthday. The program involves a multi-phase competition with local, state, and national levels, culminating in 

awards such as cash prizes or scholarships.

Students across all grade levels can participate in our engaging contests and awards. The SAR Elementary School Poster 
Contest invites students from grades 3-5 to explore themes like revolutionary events or influential figures through art 

and research. 
Middle schoolers (grades 6-9) can showcase their understanding of foundational documents with the SAR SGT. 

Moses Adams Memoriam Brochure Contest. High school students (grades 9-12) are encouraged to participate in the 
SAR’s Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Scholarship, delivering inspiring speeches about the Revolution, the 

SAR George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest, and, for young filmmakers, the SAR Video Award. 

To learn more about these programs and how your school can participate, visit NJSSAR.org/edu. Let’s work together to inspire 
the next generation of Americans through history!

About the NJSSAR NJSSAR is a 501c3 nonprofit, nonpartisan organization.  Our mission is to honor our Revolutionary War 
patriot ancestors by promoting patriotism, serving our communities, supporting education, and inspiring future generations about 

our country's founding principles. 

CONTACT:
Roger S. Williams, State Education Chair

New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution
roger@princetonsar.org  609-389-5657

http://njssar.org/edu
mailto:roger@princetonsar.org


11

Engaging With Revolutionary History - Teacher Fellowship

This new Retro Report initiative will provide professional learning opportunities in U.S. History and Civics to educators from 
predominantly rural and remote locations. This three-year program will serve up to 50 teachers and will provide access to high-
quality resources and pedagogical practices, along with workshop sessions with scholars and teacher leaders. Teachers receive 
yearly stipends, paid travel for the Summer Workshops and graduate credits. This project is supported in part by the American 
History and Civics – National Activities grant program of the U.S. Department of Education. Learn more and apply at bit.ly/RR-
EWRH.   Application Deadline is Friday, December 12, 2025

2026 Retro Report Teacher Advisory Teams

Retro Report is looking for middle and high school Social Studies educators to serve on our Teacher Advisory teams. Your 
expertise will help Retro Report reach more educators and create resources for teachers across the country. Become a Teacher 
Ambassador or member of our Council of Educators to receive exclusive perks, such as stipends and SWAG. Learn more about 
the responsibilities and benefits of both groups, and apply today: bit.ly/RRAdvisor26   Application Deadline is Tuesday, 
January 6, 2026

Contact David Olson, 608-443-9847 and dolson@retroreport.com    

Join NCSS in San Juan, Puerto Rico
December 15-16, 2025

NCSS C3 Framework Inquiry and Teaching with Primary Sources Institute
Registration is FREE* and spaces are limited.

National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) is proud to invite methods professors, doctoral students, and classroom teachers 
to a special free* professional learning institute this December! Engage in inquiry using the C3 Framework and the Library of 

Congress’ digital primary sources at the Puerto Rico Convention Center in San Juan, PR, December 15-16, 2025.

Join us LIVE in San Juan
Attendees will:

Receive an in-depth, high-level overview of the newly published texts.
Explore the instructional use for curriculum integration.

Construct social studies inquiries using digital primary sources from the Library of Congress.

Network live and get hands-on with your colleagues from across the NCSS membership to pilot chapters from the newly-
released online methods text: Teaching with Primary Sources to Prepare Students for College, Career, and Civic Life, 

generously supported by the Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources grant.
Be a part of the development to actively model curriculum inquiries which you can adapt using this text and other Library of 

Congress resources.

All social studies professionals are welcome. Sign-up now! Space is limited.
*Registration is free. Attendees are responsible for all expenses including travel, hotel, and incidental costs.

NJCSS Student Recognition Awards (Deadline is March 15, 2026)
Middle School Student Nominations
High School Student Nominations
NJ College Student Nominations

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FRR-EWRH&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C08e78330c43d42efc8ee08de2202cbad%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638985592612923635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RmwJ7wbUN6pra%2FYlusXI9E8Vb0tEwaTaY9Ytfr31RrY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FRR-EWRH&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C08e78330c43d42efc8ee08de2202cbad%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638985592612923635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RmwJ7wbUN6pra%2FYlusXI9E8Vb0tEwaTaY9Ytfr31RrY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FRRAdvisor26&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7C08e78330c43d42efc8ee08de2202cbad%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638985592612948706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1lkl%2BEMxB3ceiSydSEtIA8VLT%2BAyFm7v2W%2FiuuEOBCQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dolson@retroreport.com
https://ncss.users.membersuite.com/events/b4b48d3e-0078-ca1a-6a0d-0b48e2abe2c7/details?utm_campaign=LOC%20TPS%20Grant&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--KqnqjL-zPTTkC_dkawkNVqrajGuboPaLgDCjycFnD8pDe6LxplFpuYLZ1AZjAflXxSK649tVg0t8G91XSYbkgMpjAgJb3dfy6lXxh7uof1Lq3eSs&_hsmi=389806769&utm_content=389806769&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.socialstudies.org/tps/teaching-primary-sources-vol1?utm_campaign=LOC%20TPS%20Grant&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ti12zejCDSFw6gozZSDnMGivajaXzP3GmCpIzw9vlz01IPreQDY4AXj4ZEK5fWmiePD4wynkcWRXa2eytEylWxaGhmmWU9tCRPVrU9TZey66_2ns&_hsmi=389806769&utm_content=389806769&utm_source=hs_email
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-student-recognition-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-high-school-student-recognition-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-college-student-recognition-award-form-2026/
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NJCSS Teacher of the Year Awards (Deadline is April 30, 2026)
K-5 Elementary Teacher Nomination

Grades 6-8 Middle School Teacher Nomination
Grades 9-12 High School Teacher Nomination

Resources for the NEW Mandate for Teaching Hispanic and Latino History on NJ Schools
Update Your Curriculum Guides for QSAC

Resources for Grades K-5 
Resources for Grades 6-8 in U.S. History 
Resources for Grades 9-12 in U.S. History 

Just for Students!
Great History Challenge

New Jersey teachers are invited to register their schools to participate in the Great History Challenge, a national academic 
competition for middle schoolers (grades 6–8).

The Challenge is designed to:
Spark excitement for history in a fun, Jeopardy!-style buzzer-based format

Align with the NJSLS-SS for middle school (grades 6–8)
Be simple for teachers to implement - minimal time investment!

Students first participate online at their school, with top students advancing to live regional events and the National 
Championship later this school year!

Learn more and register your school at greathistorychallenge.com

World of 8 Billion Student Video Contest
“Energy, Wetlands, and Economics” 

The contest challenges middle and high school students to think critically about pressing global issues and creatively present 
sustainable solutions in a 1-minute video. This year’s topics—Energy, Wetlands, and Economics—have direct connections to 

social studies standards, making this an engaging, ready-to-use opportunity for educators.

The contest is open worldwide, completely free to enter, and offers students the chance to win up to $1,200 in prizes. To make 
participation easy, we provide a range of resources, including a digital Project Organizer, to support educators and students at 

every step. Submissions are due March 4, 2026.

We're also offering mini-grants of $100-500 to support educators who need additional resources to bring the contest to their 
classroom. Grants are awarded on a rolling basis, and educators will be accepted through October 31, 2025.

Latest Generation Film Contest 
The Lincoln Presidential Foundation is offering exciting opportunity for young creators. After a successful pilot last year, we’re 
excited to expand The Latest Generation Film Contest nationwide. This short documentary competition invites youth ages 14–
22 to create films. In partnership with The Better Angels Society, and with support from Ken Burns and past mentor sessions 

led by filmmakers from Florentine Films and PBS stations, this program offers:
Cash prizes

Free virtual mentor sessions with filmmakers and historians
A red-carpet screening in Chicago for the winners in June 2026

This year’s theme is “Think Anew and Act Anew,” drawn from Abraham Lincoln’s call for renewal and bold thinking.

https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-k5-elem-teacher-of-the-year-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-middle-school-teacher-of-the-year-award-2026/
https://njcss.wufoo.com/forms/njcss-secondary-teacher-of-the-year-award-for-2026/
https://njcss.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/0/2/13026706/resources_for_integrating_hispanic_and_latino_history_into_k-5_lessons.pdf
https://njcss.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/0/2/13026706/resources_for_integrating_hispanic_and_latino_history_into_grades_6-8_lessons.pdf
https://njcss.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/0/2/13026706/hispanic_and_latino_resources_for_high_school.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgreathistorychallenge.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Ceaf53120a179493bcfd208dde353a780%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638916671459387695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oCjicht28w%2FnMJLdQ%2FDCM1W5l6A2eflCukjyLQIV4hI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldof8billion.org%2Fvideo-contest%2Fgetting-started%2F%23project-organizer&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cbc881897fdd34ad41b2d08ddf9daade7%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638941439814860879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1ot1AamnSwBplMQDibLfhaNgNyRvdQG3tqGWgqIT3XA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldof8billion.org%2Fgrant%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cbc881897fdd34ad41b2d08ddf9daade7%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638941439814875329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FnrML%2FyC1kisZIdhRhzqSMmhhycJllTOLTJeOrlfWWg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGF9IwHXjeHYSeRvfiq8%2FBzq7P0elfAIL&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407207352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BdmI7psqeoSYKcDS7xwq%2FCcIrFy2IPZWV7emCrnJw7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGM0l56UuoR2YTkfe1QO%2FKrxO68VXh5Oc&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407262577%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RV2oFlxOi%2BohKsoNemMRRPFA4lhelCCkE79BFl6Is2c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fep4g6.r.sp1-brevo.net%2Fmk%2Fcl%2Ff%2Fsh%2FSMK1E8tHeGSsDDvS5yaWeJ3PcK0e%2Fyf3cieOsvB-W&data=05%7C02%7Chb288%40sasmail.rutgers.edu%7Cc0a2e3bcc74f416035fe08de208b328a%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C638983979407308768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aTNb8cr5Ud4gIeyJloob4HeVUjVzl75seTpEwYwUkQ4%3D&reserved=0


13

Quality of Life Innovators - $25,000 Prize for Students
This is a civic-engagement research program for 9-12 high school students offered by W!SE, which includes a 

curriculum guide. Contact Josiah Williams at jwilliams@wise-ny,org  or call 347 222-3636

America’s Field Trip - 250th Anniversary
“What Does America Mean to You?”

Information
Art contest for students in grades 3-12

Deadline: March 30, 2026
America’s Field Trip is a nationwide contest that invites students across the country in grades 3–12 to be part of our nation’s 
250th anniversary by sharing their perspectives on what America means to them — with the chance to earn an unforgettable 

field trip experience at some of the nation’s most iconic historic and cultural landmarks.

Students are asked to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s prompt: “What does America mean to you?”

A total of 250 students will be awarded a special behind-the-scenes field trip experience this summer or a cash prize.

 Contest ends 5:00 pm PT/8:00 p.m. ET on 3/30/26. Open to U.S. students (3rd – 12th grade); student’s parent/legal guardian or 
teacher with parental permission must submit Entry on student’s behalf (unless student is age of majority).

Professional Conferences

Middle States Council for the Social Studies Conference
February 27-28, 2026

Wilmington/Christiana Hilton Hotel
Newark, Delaware

“Looking Back; Thinking Forward”

Register Before January 31, 2026

mailto:jwilliams@wise-ny.org
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/
https://sites.google.com/view/mscss2026annualconference
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NCSS 2026 – December 4 – 6, Chicago 
NCSS 2027 – November 19-21, Minneapolis

NCSS 2028 – December 1-3, Washington, D.C. 

New York State Council for the Social Studies
March 5-7, 2026 Binghamton, NY

“Social Studies: Seize the Moment!”
Information

NJ Council for the Social Studies (NJCSS)

President: Joseph Dwyer 

Vice President: Kaitlin Mahaffey
Secretary: Katherine DeVillasanta

Treasurer: Michael Kenduck

Executive Director and Editor: Hank Bitten

NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association (NJSSSA)

President, Aldo Deodino

Vice-President, Cindy Assini

Secretary, Jean Marie Seal

Treasurer, Gabrielle Rendek

https://nyscss.wildapricot.org/

