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Charlottesville
NJ Council for the Social Studies: www.njcss.org
National Council for the Social Studies: https://www.socialstudies.org/news/charlottesville-statement
Teaching Resources for Confronting Hate and Extremism—On and Off Campus:
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/head-the-class/201708/beyond-charlottesville
Responding to Hate on Campus: http://faculty.webster.edu/woolflm/APASymposium2017.html

Southern Poverty Law Center: http://www.splcenter.org

NJCSS/NYSCSS Journal, Teaching Social Studies, is online at www.njcss.org
10 articles, 13 Lessons and Resources, 2 Book Reviews, 140 pp!!!
www.njcss.org (home page)
Renew Your NJCSS Membership for 2017-18 Now!
Only $25!
Pay by PayPal, Check, Purchase Order

NJCSS Student Recognition Awards for 2017
Deadline: September 30, 2017
Middle and High School - 3 awards
College/University - 2 awards
Students who are selected as finalists receive a plaque

NJSSSA
NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association will hold its next meeting on Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at the
NJA PSA Conference Room at 12 Centre Drive in Monroe Township, NJ 08832. Contact Bob O'Dell for
information. (rodell@nutleyschools.org)
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Constitution Day - September 17 (Observed September 18)
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day is observed each year on September 17 to commemorate the signing of the Constitution
on September 17, 1787, and “recognize all who, by coming of age or by naturalization, have become citizens.”
This commemoration had its origin in 1940, when Congress passed a joint resolution authorizing and requesting the President to
issue annually a proclamation setting aside the third Sunday in May for the public recognition of all who had attained the status of
American citizenship. The designation for this day was “I Am An American Day.”
In 1952 Congress repealed this joint resolution and passed a new law moving the date to September 17 to commemorate “the
formation and signing, on September 17, 1787, of the Constitution of the United States.” The day was still designated as
“Citizenship Day” and retained its original purpose of recognizing all those who had attained American citizenship. This law urged
civil and educational authorities of states, counties, cities and towns to make plans for the proper observance of the day and “for
the complete instruction of citizens in their responsibilities and opportunities as citizens of the United States and of the State and
locality in which they reside.”
In 2004 under Senator Byrd's urging, Congress changed the designation of this day to "Constitution Day and Citizenship Day"
and added two new requirements in the commemoration of this Day. The first is that the head of every federal agency provide
each employee with educational and training materials concerning the Constitution on September 17th. The second is that each
educational institution which receives Federal funds should hold a program for students every September 17th.
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/guid/constitutionday.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/constitution-day/
https://www.constitutionday.cc/
http://civiced.org/
http://www.crf-usa.org/

Help!
Research Project on the 'Just War' Doctrine
Please take the brief survey below for a research project by one of our college professors and NJCSS member
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N9HDSCW

Project Citizen Awards
http://civiced.rutgers.edu/projectcitizen.html (Overview)
http://projectcitizenkyleighslaw.weebly.com/ (Kyleigh's Law on NJ Driver' Registration for Teens)
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2208718 (School Start Time and Homework Policies)

CONGRATULATIONS!

2

National History Day State Winners
Junior Group Documentary - Second Place
Title: The Statement that Revealed the Truth: Josiah DuBois, an American Holocaust Hero
Student(s): Sam Bitman, Shayna Herzfeld, Gabby O'Brien, Asha Mohapatra
School: Rosa International Middle School, Cherry Hill, New Jersey
Senior Individual Website - Third Place
Title: A Mosaic of a Movement: Alice Paul and the Fight for Women's Rights
Student: Meghana Srivastava,
School: West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North, Plainsboro, NJ
Special Prizes - Discovery or Exploration in History
Title: Grace Hopper: Bringing Words to Computing
Student: Saurav Sanjay
School: West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North, Plainsboro, New Jersey
Outstanding Entry Recognition
Junior Individual Exhibit - Nithika Ramanathan
Senior Individual Documentary - Saurav Sanjay
Taking the Road Less Travelled: Rachel Carson's Stand Against DDT Sparks an Era of Environmental
Consciousness
Student: Melinda Chen Teacher: Debra Cohen
Thomas R. Grover Middle School (West Windsor-Plainsboro Reg School District), NJ
The Statement that Revealed the Truth: Josiah DuBois, an American Holocaust Hero
Students: Sam Bitman, Shayna Herzfeld, Gabby O'Brien, Asha Mohapatra
Teacher: Christy Marrella
Rosa International Middle School (Cherry Hill), NJ
In a League of Their Own: How Ludwig Guttmann's Paralympics Put the 'Ability' In 'Disability'
Students: Sam Bitman, Shayna Herzfeld, Gabby O'Brien, Asha Mohapatra
Teachers: Christy Marrella
School: Rosa International Middle School (Cherry Hill), NJ
Japanese Schindler
Student: Nithika Ramanathan
Teachers: Patricia Sellar
School: Auten Road Intermediate School (Hillsborough), NJ

CONGRATULATIONS!
The 2018 NHD theme is: Conflict and Compromise in History
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You're invited to the Roaring Twenties Speakeasy at Camden County College
October 13, 2017 6:00-9:00pm
Connector Building, Camden County College
200 College Drive, Blackwood, NJ 08012
To purchase your ticket CLICK HERE. Tickets are $55.

There will be live entertainment and dance lessons!
Dress in 1920s costume and have a chance to win a prize!
Ticket price includes food, beverage and ticket for 2 drinks.(must be 21 or older)
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Professional Development
Master Teacher Institute in Holocaust Education
Fall 2017 / Spring 2018 - America and the Holocaust

Fall 2017: September 13, 27, October 18, November 15 & Dec. 6) Spring 2018: Dates to be announced
The program is free to applicants who are accepted!
All sessions will take place in the Tanzman Hall of Jewish Learning, 14 College Avenue, New Brunswick
on Wednesdays from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. Dinner provided.
Click on the link for an application and become a master teacher of the Holocaust!
http://bildnercenter.rutgers.edu/docman/hrc-mti/598-mtiapplicationform17-18/file
Information: sarah.portilla@rutgers.edu

Jazz, the Blues, and American Identity
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/2017-07/jazz-blues-and-making-american-identity

The Summer 2017 issue of History Now looks at the two great musical traditions that come out of the African American culture of
the South: jazz and the blues. The issue features four essays by experts on American music and culture:
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Robert Johnson and the Rise of the Blues - Elijah Wald, Author of Escaping the Delta: Robert Johnson and the Invention of
the Blues
Clarksdale: Myth, Music, and Mercy in the Mississippi Delta - Shelley Ritter, Director of the Delta Blues Museum in
Clarksdale, Mississippi
Charles Mingus and the Third Stream - Krin Gabbard, Adjunct Professor of Jazz Studies at Columbia University
Songs of a Different South: The Allman Brothers’ Blues-Rock Legacy - Kerry Candaele, Documentary Filmmaker and Coauthor of Bound for Glory
Also featuring:
A mini-anthology from the Library of America of selected writings by Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, James Baldwin, and
others.
An audio timeline with links to landmark recordings from 1912 to 2017.
Lesson plans and digital resources from the Gilder Lehrman Institute.

Register for Fall Online Graduate Courses
Our four fall online graduate courses explore Teddy Roosevelt, the modern presidency, famous trials in American history, and
democracy in the early Republic. Learn more about each course and register here: gilderlehrman.org/onlinecourses

Topics in American History – The 1920s in American History
The Center at Camden County College
200 College Drive
Blackwood, NJ 08012
856-227-7200 x 4333

thecenter@camdencc.edu
This course will focus on the two decades that dramatically changed the history of the United States. It will begin
with the optimism of the era after America’s victory in World War I and its emergence as a world power. It will
emphasize the extraordinary social, cultural, and economic changes that marked it as the Roaring Twenties. The
second part of the course will deal with the disaster of the Great Depression and the efforts of government and
society to deal with it. Course #: HIS-127-52 | Instructor: John Pesda
Day: Wednesdays | Time: 6:00-8:30pm

9/6 -12/20 | Location: Madison 210 (15-Week Course)
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The Roaring Twenties
Lecture Series- Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. Civic Hall, Blackwood Campus)
Sept. 27 - A Complicated Normalcy: Presidential Politics in the Roaring Twenties
Oct. 4 - Prohibition and Organized Crime in America
Nelson John, author of Board Walk Empire
Oct. 18 - Harlem: City of Dreams: Harlem in the 1920s
Cheryl A. Wall, Dept. of History, Rutgers Univ.
Oct. 25 - Mass Media, Mass Culture, and the Golden Age of Sports Celebrity
Warren Goldstein, Dept. of History, Univ. of Hartford
Nov. 8 - Popular Culture in the Roaring Twenties: The Age of Excess
Stef Woods, Dept. of American Studies, American Univ.

.

Nov. 15 - Was the 1920 Women’s Suffrage Amendment a Triumph for Women or an End to Feminism?
Vanessa May, Dept. of History, Seton Hall Univ.

Topics in American History: The Contemporary Middle East
Mondays | Time: 6:00-8:30pm | Dates: 9/11-12/18

Location: Madison Hall, Room 210

The Middle East looms large in any discussion of current American foreign policy or global security. State actors, nonstate actors, individuals and religious ideas all combine to make this region a challenge to world peace. In order to
properly situate any discussion of the contemporary Middle East, we must first acknowledge how the region changed
from a position of dominance, or at least parity, with the West to one of military and economic subordination. This will
then set the stage for a country-by-country analysis of such topics as the role of Islam, the prospects for secular
government, relations with the United States, the roots of extremism and prospects for economic development. The
course will conclude with a focus on American foreign policy in the region. (15-Week Course)

Refugees and Migration Lecture Series
Mondays at 7:00pm in Civic Hall (Blackwood Campus)

Sept. 11 - 1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed
Eric Cline, Professor Cline looks at the conditions that brought down the flourishing peoples and cultures of the late
Bronze Age in the Mediterranean, a globalized world that in the end was vulnerable to catastrophic changes. Eric
Cline is Professor of Classics and Anthropology and Director of the George Washington University Capitol
Archaeological Institute.

Sept. 25 - Displacement and Forced Migration of Syrians and Iraqis: Cultural Impacts in the Middle East and
Beyond.
Dr. Al-Kuntar considers cultural heritage as a human right that defines who we are, our cultures and the multilayered
identities that we carry as people, especially in the Middle East – the contested heritage, our affinity to the region, and
the different ethnic groups, religions, and stories of humankind. Dr. Salam Al-Kuntar is a visiting assistant professor in
the Department of Anthropology at the University of Pennsylvania.
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Oct. 2 - Displacement and Migration in the Eastern Mediterranean during the 19th/20th century.
Professor Gratien examines why the history of the Ottoman Empire is critical to understanding the history of global
migration and politics surrounding immigration and refuges in the US, Europe, and beyond. Professor Gratien is an
Academy Scholar, Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies and Professor in the Corcoran Department of
History, University of Virginia.
Oct. 16 - International and US Refugee Law and Policy.
Professor Muy will provide an overview of immigrant and refugee law and policy. Fernando Chang-Muy is the Thomas
O’Boyle Lecturer in Law at the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, where he teaches Refugee Law and Policy.

Oct. 30 - Fleeing Inquisition: European Refugees in 18th Century Istanbul.
Professor Küçük examines how scholars, craftsmen, and prisoners of war integrated themselves into urban life in
Istanbul during the time of the Ottoman Empire. Harun Küçük, Assistant Professor, History and Sociology of Science,
University of Pennsylvania.
To register please click here to fill out the registration form. You may email, mail or fax your form back.
http://files.constantcontact.com/053d3d42601/76f0af52-ac13-4247-83a8-3855dc82c084.pdf

Conferences
October 6-7 - Financial Literacy & Economic Education Conference, NYC Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge

October 23 - NJCSS - Rutgers
Nov. 15-19 - NCSS - San Francisco, CA
April 19-21 - NCHE - San Antonio, TX

NJCSS Fall Conference for K-12 Teachers
Monday, October 23, 2017
Rutgers University - Busch Student Center
Register Today
Exhibitors Invited

National Council for the Social Studies
Join or Renew: www.socialstudies.org
Membership includes your choice of Social Education or Social Studies and the Young Learner, plus The Social
Studies Professional newsletter; NCSS Annual Conference discounts, access to NCSS online publications (PDF
copies of NCSS journals, TSSP newsletter, Middle Level Learning, and U.S. History Collection), and NCSS Bulletins.
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NCHE Conference
2018 NCHE Conference
Myth, Memory, and Monuments

San Antonio, Texas
April 19-21
Submit a Proposal
Submission Deadline is October 16th
http://www.nche.net/2018proposalsubmission

http://www.nche.net/registration

Myth, Memory, and Monuments
NCHE 2018 (K-12 and University) Conference Theme
Call for Proposals - Deadline is October 16, 2017

http://www.nche.net/2018proposalsubmission

Resources for Teachers
Terracotta Warriors of the First Emperor

The Franklin Institute - Philadelphia
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017-MARCH 4, 2018 - NEW EXHIBITION!
Silent, steadfast, and secret, an army of over 8,000 terracotta statues stood guard over the tomb of China’s first
emperor for over 2,000 years before being discovered in 1974. Now, these warriors—symbols of the astounding
achievements of mankind and the incredible history of the human race—come to The Franklin Institute in
Philadelphia for the only east-coast engagement of this one-of-a-kind exhibit.
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Don’t miss out on this unforgettable opportunity to immerse yourself in one of the most significant archaeological
discoveries of our time.
PRICING Save on tickets when you purchase 15 or more! Adults: $34.95 $24.00 Youth $29.95 $18.00
Includes Museum Admission
Upgrade Options: IMAX Film – Mysteries of China *$5.00 per person
FRANKLIN INSTITUTE CONTACT CENTER P: 215.448.1200, Option 3 I E: reservations@fi.edu

The NY Times Hamilton Education Program

Visit the New York Times to test your knowledge of the American Revolution with an interactive quiz featuring speeches and
performances from Hamilton Education Program students! Test your knowledge, watch videos of terrific student performances,
and learn more about America's founding era here. (8 questions)
To learn more about the Hamilton Education Program, launched in partnership with Hamilton: An American Musical and The
Rockefeller Foundation, visit gilderlehrman.org/hamilton.
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Gilder Lehrman Teacher of the Year - New Jersey
Congratulations!

CherylAnne Amendola
Montclair Kimberley Academy, Montclair
http://gilderlehrman.org/programs-exhibitions/2017-state-winners

National World War I Teacher Recognition
Recognize yourself or a colleague for the “Send a Deserving Teacher on an Adventure” contest for a trip and VIP
experience to the museum in Kansas City. Nominations accepted through September 8, 2017. Contest includes
hotel, airfare for the teacher and guest.
To enter, nominators simply submit basic information (name, location, email, etc.) at the contest website at
https://www.theworldwar.org/contest and the winner will be chosen randomly. There are also prizes for the
nominator of the selected teacher ($50 gift card), a runner-up ($100 gift card), and 25 additional teachers will receive
special gift bags of prizes.

TEACH EUROPE • FRIDAY, October 20, 2017
Teach Europe is an annual workshop for teachers hosted by the Center for European Studies at Rutgers University that is
scheduled for Friday, October 20, 2017 (8:45am-2:00pm). The program is designed for teachers of languages, social studies
and history with interests in Europe and provides continuing 5 education credits. As in previous years, the talks and workshops
are free to teachers and are supported by a number of European consulates and language studies associations. The program is
held at the Douglass Campus Student Center, 100 George St., New Brunswick, NJ 08901 As before, it will include a
continental breakfast and a lunch. Parking permits will be mailed out before the program. There is no fee to attend, but please
note that registration will be required. Register by clicking here: Teach Europe 2017 or (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JNSPS7V)
Current schedule (Teachers choose ONE of the workshops):
8:45 Registration and Welcome
9:15 Opening Talk on the The School of Arts & Sciences Language Center/Language Laboratories - Carolyn Burger
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10:00 - 11:30 Workshops - teachers choose one
Workshop #1: Fairy Tales as a Teaching Tool for Languages - Martha Helfer, Professor of German, Rutgers University
Workshop #2 : Biographies &Autobiographies in Social Studies - Nancy Sinkoff, Associate Prof. of Jewish Studies and History
11:45 Information sharing followed by Lunchtime Speaker: European Union Update
For further information contact treesh@sas.rutgers.edu or call 848-932-8551

REVOLUTIONARY WOMEN!
October 16 – 20: Darci Tucker of Williamsburg, VA will be in NJ and NY to perform Revolutionary Women™. This interactive
program explores the issues and events that led to the American Revolution, women’s rights and roles in colonial America, and
women's contributions to Revolutionary War effort. The program highlights the importance of active citizenship. Revolutionary
Women™ can be booked as a half-day or whole-day program, and the whole-day program can include the opportunity for
students to model 18th-century-style clothing. Information at http://americanlives.net/historical-programs/. Email
darci@americanlives.net for prices and availability.

Council of Holocaust Education at Brookdale Community Ciollege
December 1,2017
Memory into Memoir: Teaching Through Personal History.

Alexandra Zapruder, author of Salvaged Pages and most recently her family memoir, Twenty Six Seconds. Alexandra tells the
family story in her new book.

Classroom Resources
Application Period Opens for United States Senate Youth Program
Principals of public and non-public high schools in New Jersey are invited to nominate one junior or senior to submit an
application packet for the 56th Annual United States Senate Youth Program. Each year, two high school students (11th or 12th
grade) are selected by the New Jersey Department of Education to participate in a week-long educational program held in
Washington, D.C. (March 3-10, 2018) and receive a one-time $10,000 undergraduate college scholarship. For more information,
please go to http://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/ss/syp/. Application packet must be received by October 9, 2017.

Teaching Historic Storms
Visit the home page at www.njcss.org for a listing of the biggest storms in U.S. History?
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Focus on Civics
NJ Election for Governor
New Jersey has had a divided government since Republican Chris Christie assumed office in 2010. Democrats currently control
both the New Jersey House of Representatives and the State Senate. There are 24 Democrats and 16 Republicans in the State
Senate and 52 Democrats and 28 Republicans in the General Assembly.
The state has not been represented in the U.S. Senate by a Republican since 1982, and the state's electoral votes have gone to
the Democratic presidential candidate since 1992. The office of governor in New Jersey has tended to alternate party control
over the past century, with no single party controlling the seat for more than eight years since 1970.
https://ballotpedia.org/New_Jersey_gubernatorial_and_lieutenant_gubernatorial_election,_2017

Kim Guadagno - Republican
Monmouth Beach, NJ

Kim Guadagno is the Republican nominee for Governor of New Jersey. Her selection for lieutenant governor is Carlos Rendo,
mayor of Woodcliff Lake. She currently serves as the Secretary of State of New Jersey as well as the state's first lieutenant
governor, being elected to the post in 2009 following a 2005 amendment to the state's constitution creating the position. In 2007,
Guadagno was elected sheriff of Monmouth County, the first woman to hold the position. Before that, Guadagno worked as a
federal prosecutor focusing on corruption and criminal justice cases, including the case against the creation of the "Melissa"
computer worm. Among Guadagno's campaign proposals is a circuit breaker tax cut. The plan addresses local school taxes,
which Guadagno has identified as "the main driver of our state's high property taxes". Under the proposal, the state would
prevent local school taxes from rising above five percent of a taxpayer's household income by crediting the difference to the
taxpayer.

Phil Murphy - Democrat
Middletown, NJ

Phil Murphy is the Democratic nominee for Governor of New Jersey and Sheila Oliver from Newark is his selection for
Lieutenant Governor . Murphy was the U.S. Ambassador to Germany from 2009 to 2013. Prior to that, Murphy was the finance
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chair of the Democratic National Committee, a post which he had held since 2006, when he stepped down from a 23-year career
at Goldman Sachs. Murphy's time with the firm included postings in Germany and in Hong Kong, where he helped the Chinese
government privatize services it had previously run directly. Among Murphy's policy proposals is the establishment of a state-run
Bank of New Jersey which would hold tax revenues and grant loans to infrastructure projects, small business, and college
students, then return any profits to the state treasury.

Seth Kaper-Dale - Green Party
Highland Park, NJ

Seth Kaper-Dale is the Green Party nominee for Governor of New Jersey. Kaper-Dale is a pastor in the Reformed Church, a
position which he has held since 2001. In 2006, Kaper-Dale founded RCHP-Affordable Housing Corporation. Kaper-Dale is the
vice-chair of the National Campaign Against Torture. Kaper-Dale has also been involved in community development projects and
in movements which seek to prevent the deportation of immigrants and refugees residing in the country without legal permission.
Among Kaper-Dale's priorities as governor would be the establishment of a single-payer healthcare system, the establishment of
a Bank of New Jersey, and modification of the state's tax code. His selection for lieutenant governor is Lisa Durden from
Newark.

Peter Rohrman - Libertarian Party
Ramsey, NJ

Peter Rohrman is the Libertarian Party candidate for Governor of New Jersey. After six years of service in the United States
Marine Corps, Rohrman started a career as a network engineer. He has spent over 10 years working at Interoute USA as a
director of operations. As Governor, Rohrman would call for "tax reform, school choice, legalizing marijuana, and ending
corporate welfare." Karese Laguerre, from Parlin is his selection for lieutenant governor.
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Matt Riccardi - Constitution Party
Neptune. NJ

Matt Riccardi is an independent candidate for Governor of New Jersey, running with the support of the Constitution Party. A
veteran of the United States Marine Corps, Riccardi has been involved in fundraising efforts for residents of Haiti and Darfur and
cancer patients. Among Riccardi's campaign promises is a platform of tax cuts to include decreasing the rates of property and
sales taxes, the elimination of corporate taxation, the gas tax, and the state income tax, and the introduction of consumption
taxes for individuals and gross profit taxes for corporations.

Gina Genovese - Reduce Party Taxes
Millington, NJ

Gina Genovese is an independent candidate for Governor of New Jersey. A former professional tennis player, Genovese is the
founder and owner of Gina's Tennis World, a tennis academy. Genovese has also served as mayor of Long Hill township.
Genovese founded Courage to Connect NJ in 2010, a group advocating for the consolidation of the state's local governments
into fewer, larger governments. Among Genovese's campaign promises is a pledge to fund such consolidation efforts.

Vincent Ross - We the People
Edison, NJ
His choice for lieutenant governor is April Johnson from little Egg Harbor. Information is not available from the We the People
website
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT DEDICATING MONEYS FROM STATE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION CASES
Do you approve amending the Constitution to dedicate all moneys collected by the State relating to natural resource damages in
cases of contamination of the environment? The moneys would have to be used to repair, restore, replace, or preserve the
State’s natural resources. The moneys may also be used to pay legal or other costs incurred by the State in pursuing its claims.

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
This amendment would dedicate moneys collected by the State relating to natural resource damages through settlements or
awards for legal claims based on environmental contamination. These moneys would be dedicated to repair, replace, or restore
damaged natural resources, or to preserve the State’s natural resources. The moneys would be spent in an area as close as
possible to the geographical area in which the damage occurred. The moneys could also be used to pay for the State’s legal or
other costs in pursuing the claims. Currently, these moneys may be used for any State purpose.

NEW JERSEY LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION BOND ACT
Do you approve amending the “New Jersey Library Construction Bond Act”? This bond act authorizes the State to issue bonds in
the aggregate principal amount of $125 million. The proceeds of the bonds will be used to provide grants to public libraries. The
grants will be used to build, equip, and expand public libraries to increase capacity and serve the public.

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
Approval of this bond act will allow the State to sell $125 million in State general obligation bonds. Proceeds from the bonds will
be used to provide grants to construct, expand, and equip public libraries. Municipalities or counties that fund public libraries will
match the grant amount. The municipality or county may solicit private funding to support its match. The State Librarian, in
consultation with the President of Thomas Edison State University, will set eligibility criteria for the grants.

Deadline for Voter Registration is October 17, 2017 (21 days before Nov. 7)
To register in New Jersey you must be:





A United States citizen
I am at least 17 years old, and understand that I may not vote until reaching the age of 18.
A resident of the county for 30 days before the election
You are NOT currently serving a sentence, probation or parole because of a felony conviction
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Focus on Economics
There are currently 807,000 fewer hires than job openings! Where will we find a million new workers?

With the unemployment rate at an historic low of 4.3%, it is important for students to understand that the skills of
current unemployed workers often do not meet the requirements of the unfilled positions in the labor market. When
labor resources become scarce, companies often increase wages to attract workers with the skills they need.






There are currently 7 million unemployed persons in the U.S .for 1 807,000 available jobs.
The unemployment rate for persons with a college education is 2.4%.
25% of the unemployed (1.9 million) have been without work for more than six months.
The unemployment rate for teenagers is 13.2%) and this is partly due to inconsistent school attendance or
family responsibilities.
There are currently 5.3 million part-time workers who would prefer full time employment. Most of these
persons had their hours reduced from full-time to part-time for economic reasons.

There is a relationship between educational attainment and unemployment:
College Degree: 2.4% unemployment rate (1.3 million persons looking for work)
Some College: 3.7% unemployment rate (1.4 million persons)
High School: 4.5% unemployment rate (1.6 million persons)
Less than High School: (6.9% unemployment rate (728,000 persons)l
The current unemployment rate is 4.3% for persons ages 16-65 who are actively looking for work
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Focus on U.S. History
Remember the Pueblo?
January 23, 1968

50 years ago, the U.S. almost launched nuclear missiles on North Korea
over our captured spy ship
The Johnson administration considered several risky courses of action to retaliate for
the Pueblo seizure. They included a blockade of North Korean ports, air strikes on military
targets, an attack across the Demilitarized Zone separating the two Koreas, a phony intelligence
leak to the Soviets that the United States planned to attack North Korea, and a "show of force"
by U.S. naval and air units outside the port of Wonsan, where the Pueblo was being held.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/time-us-nearly-nuked-north-korea-overhighjacked-spy-ship-180949514/
In addition to the situation with North Korea, the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army
launched the TET Offensive on January 30 against more than 100 cities in South Vietnam. It was
also an election year and a time of racial unrest. The recently declassified report below
suggested a plan for using nuclear weapons if other options failed.
Contingency Plans from the National Archives: (See #4 for "Freedom Drop" plan)

http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB453/docs/doc17.pdf
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Focus on World History
The Underground City of Helsinki

The world's first underground swimming pool
A subterranean city beneath Helsinki forms a crucial line of defense for the capital. Finnish soldiers routinely train
here, with a mission to keep Finland’s government running and city residents safe in a network that features more
than 124 miles of tunnels, passageways and shelters.
Much of the network has been adapted over recent decades with defense in mind. Blast doors seal entrances.
Passageways are adapted so the military—with a regiment dedicated to controlling the tunnels—can contain enemy
infiltrators. Utility and subway tunnels provide arteries for communications, water supply and Wi-Fi. There is enough
shelter space for all city’s more than 600,000 residents in the event of an attack or disaster.
https://youtu.be/jXNyEiw28D0
Much of Finland’s defensive planning has been shaped by its three-month-long war against the Soviet Union in the
winter of 1939-1940. In record cold temperatures, small groups of Finnish ski soldiers in winter camouflage picked off
approaching Red Army soldiers in the forests. The Finns lost 10% of their territory to the Soviets, but maintained their
sovereignty.
Planning is still shaped by that experience—with an emphasis on survival and forcing the enemy into unfamiliar
terrain—though it shifted, after the Cold War, to the tunnels. In March, Finland carried out a military exercise based
on a recent, real-world scenario: The takeover of government buildings by foreign special forces, like the Russians
who seized installations in Crimea in 2014.
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Focus on Geography
Inland Water Routes - Map of Idaho and Pacific Ocean

Focus on Psychology
Readiness to Learn
School psychologists and psychology teachers are an important resource for helping us with teaching children who
may lack the maturation for attention, retention, and concept attainment. Maturation is the growth and development of a
person regarding their readiness for physical activities, cognitive learning and emotional stability. Maturity is
considered as the process for learning and the acquisition of new information.
Physical limitation from sickness of muscle development may be easier to identify than an academic limitation for
learning a new skill, writing a structured essay, understanding geographic or economic concepts, or reading and
analyzing a primary source. http://www.psychologydiscussion.net/learning/learning-theory/maturation-characteristics-andeducational-implications-psychology/2495
Maturation develops with learning and not necessarily age. It is important to the learning process because the research
suggests that if a child is not ready to learn, there is a deficit with interest and motivation. The illustration below
identifies the importance of the classroom teacher regarding the teaching of a new skill.
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NJ Council for the Social Studies (NJCSS)
President: Joseph Orlak
Vice President: Michael Kenduck
Secretary: Angela Smith
Treasurer: Christine Gehringer
Executive Director and Editor: Hank Bitten

NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association (NJSSSA)
North Region

At-Large Directors

Robert O’Dell (2016-18) and Steve Maher (2015-17)

Noel Baxter (President/Immediate Past President)

Central Region

Michael Catelli (2016-18)

Kristin Fox (2016-18) and Keith Dennison (2015-17)

Jamil Maroun (2016-18)

South Region

Karen VanderLeest (2016-18)

Paul Groben (2016-18) and Eileen Hannigan (2015-17)

NJSSSA
NJ Social Studies Supervisors Association will hold its next meeting on Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at the
NJA PSA Conference Room at 12 Centre Drive in Monroe Township, NJ 08832. Contact Bob O'Dell for
information. (rodell@nutleyschools.org)
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