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President John F. Kennedy - The White House June 11, 1963
Good evening my fellow citizens:
This afternoon, following a series of threats and defiant statements, the presence of Alabama National Guardsmen
was required on the University of Alabama to carry out the final and unequivocal order of the United States District
Court of the Northern District of Alabama. That order called for the admission of two clearly qualified young
Alabama residents who happened to have been born Negro.
That they were admitted peacefully on the campus is due in good measure to the conduct of the students of the
University of Alabama, who met their responsibilities in a constructive way.
I hope that every American, regardless of where he lives, will stop and examine his conscience about this and other
related incidents. This Nation was founded by men of many nations and backgrounds. It was founded on the
principle that all men are created equal, and that the rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one man
are threatened.
Today we are committed to a worldwide struggle to promote and protect the rights of all who wish to be free. And
when Americans are sent to Viet-Nam or West Berlin, we do not ask for whites only. It ought to be possible,
therefore, for American students of any color to attend any public institution they select without having to be backed
up by troops.
It ought to be possible for American consumers of any color to receive equal service in places of public
accommodation, such as hotels and restaurants and theaters and retail stores, without being forced to resort to
demonstrations in the street, and it ought to be possible for American citizens of any color to register to vote in a
free election without interference or fear of reprisal.
It ought to be possible, in short, for every American to enjoy the privileges of being American without regard to his
race or his color. In short, every American ought to have the right to be treated as he would wish to be treated, as
one would wish his children to be treated. But this is not the case.
The Negro baby born in America today, regardless of the section of the Nation in which he is born, has about onehalf as much chance of completing a high school as a white baby born in the same place on the same day, one-third
as much chance of completing college, one-third as much chance of becoming a professional man, twice as much
chance of becoming unemployed, about one-seventh as much chance of earning $10,000 a year, a life expectancy
which is 7 years shorter, and the prospects of earning only half as much.
This is not a sectional issue. Difficulties over segregation and discrimination exist in every city, in every State of the
Union, producing in many cities a rising tide of discontent that threatens the public safety. Nor is this a partisan
issue. In a time of domestic crisis men of good will and generosity should be able to unite regardless of party or
politics. This is not even a legal or legislative issue alone. It is better to settle these matters in the courts than on the
streets, and new laws are needed at every level, but law alone cannot make men see right.
We are confronted primarily with a moral issue. It is as old as the scriptures and is as clear as the American
Constitution.
The heart of the question is whether all Americans are to be afforded equal rights and equal opportunities, whether
we are going to treat our fellow Americans as we want to be treated. If an American, because his skin is dark, cannot
eat lunch in a restaurant open to the public, if he cannot send his children to the best public school available, if he
cannot vote for the public officials who will represent him, if, in short, he cannot enjoy the full and free life which
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all of us want, then who among us would be content to have the color of his skin changed and stand in his place?
Who among us would then be content with the counsels of patience and delay?
One hundred years of delay have passed since President Lincoln freed the slaves, yet their heirs, their grandsons, are
not fully free. They are not yet freed from the bonds of injustice. They are not yet freed from social and economic
oppression. And this Nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are free.
We preach freedom around the world, and we mean it, and we cherish our freedom here at home, but are we to say
to the world, and much more importantly, to each other that this is the land of the free except for the Negroes; that
we have no second-class citizens except Negroes; that we have no class or caste system, no ghettoes, no master race
except with respect to Negroes?
Now the time has come for this Nation to fulfill its promise. The events in Birmingham and elsewhere have so
increased the cries for equality that no city or State or legislative body can prudently choose to ignore them.
The fires of frustration and discord are burning in every city, North and South, where legal remedies are not at hand.
Redress is sought in the streets, in demonstrations, parades, and protests which create tensions and threaten violence
and threaten lives.
We face, therefore, a moral crisis as a country and as a people. It cannot be met by repressive police action. It cannot
be left to increased demonstrations in the streets. It cannot be quieted by token moves or talk. It is time to act in the
Congress, in your State and local legislative body and, above all, in all of our daily lives.
It is not enough to pin the blame on others, to say this is a problem of one section of the country or another, or
deplore the fact that we face. A great change is at hand, and our task, our obligation, is to make that revolution, that
change, peaceful and constructive for all.
Those who do nothing are inviting shame as well as violence. Those who act boldly are recognizing right as well as
reality.
Next week I shall ask the Congress of the United States to act, to make a commitment it has not fully made in this
century to the proposition that race has no place in American life or law. The Federal judiciary has upheld that
proposition in the conduct of its affairs, including the employment of Federal personnel, the use of Federal facilities,
and the sale of federally financed housing.
But there are other necessary measures which only the Congress can provide, and they must be provided at this
session. The old code of equity law under which we live commands for every wrong a remedy, but in too many
communities, in too many parts of the country, wrongs are inflicted on Negro citizens and there are no remedies at
law. Unless the Congress acts, their only remedy is in the street.
I am, therefore, asking the Congress to enact legislation giving all Americans the right to be served in facilities
which are open to the public--hotels, restaurants, theaters, retail stores, and similar establishments.
This seems to me to be an elementary right. Its denial is an arbitrary indignity that no American in 1963 should have
to endure, but many do.
I have recently met with scores of business leaders urging them to take voluntary action to end this discrimination
and I have been encouraged by their response, and in the last 2 weeks over 75 cities have seen progress made in
desegregating these kinds of facilities. But many are unwilling to act alone, and for this reason, nationwide
legislation is needed if we are to move this problem from the streets to the courts.
I am also asking the Congress to authorize the Federal Government to participate more fully in lawsuits designed to
end segregation in public education. We have succeeded in persuading many districts to desegregate voluntarily.
Dozens have admitted Negroes without violence. Today a Negro is attending a State-supported institution in every
one of our 50 States, but the pace is very slow.
Too many Negro children entering segregated grade schools at the time of the Supreme Court's decision 9 years ago
will enter segregated high schools this fall, having suffered a loss which can never be restored. The lack of an
adequate education denies the Negro a chance to get a decent job.
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The orderly implementation of the Supreme Court decision, therefore, cannot be left solely to those who may not
have the economic resources to carry the legal action or who may be subject to harassment.
Other features will also be requested, including greater protection for the right to vote. But legislation, I repeat,
cannot solve this problem alone. It must be solved in the homes of every American in every community across our
country.
In this respect I want to pay tribute to those citizens North and South who have been working in their communities
to make life better for all. They are acting not out of a sense of legal duty but out of a sense of human decency.
Like our soldiers and sailors in all parts of the world they are meeting freedom's challenge on the firing line, and I
salute them for their honor and their courage.
My fellow Americans, this is a problem which faces us all--in every city of the North as well as the South. Today
there are Negroes unemployed, two or three times as many compared to whites, inadequate in education, moving
into the large cities, unable to find work, young people particularly out of work without hope, denied equal rights,
denied the opportunity to eat at a restaurant or lunch counter or go to a movie theater, denied the right to a decent
education, denied almost today the right to attend a State university even though qualified. It seems to me that these
are matters which concern us all, not merely Presidents or Congressmen or Governors, but every citizen of the
United States.
This is one country. It has become one country because all of us and all the people who came here had an equal
chance to develop their talents.
We cannot say to 10 percent of the population that you can't have that right; that your children cannot have the
chance to develop whatever talents they have; that the only way that they are going to get their rights is to go into
the streets and demonstrate. I think we owe them and we owe ourselves a better country than that.
Therefore, I am asking for your help in making it easier for us to move ahead and to provide the kind of equality of
treatment which we would want ourselves; to give a chance for every child to be educated to the limit of his talents.
As I have said before, not every child has an equal talent or an equal ability or an equal motivation, but they should
have an equal right to develop their talent and their ability and their motivation, to make something of themselves.
We have a right to expect that the Negro community will be responsible, will uphold the law, but they have a right
to expect that the law will be fair, that the Constitution will be color blind, as Justice Harlan said at the turn of the
century.
This is what we are talking about and this is a matter which concerns this country and what it stands for, and in
meeting it I ask the support of all our citizens.
Thank you very much."
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President Lyndon B. Johnson's Radio and Television Remarks Upon Signing the Civil Rights Bill (July 2, 1964).
Source: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 1963-64. Volume II, entry 446, pp.
842-844. Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1965.
“Americans of every race and color have died in battle to protect our freedom. Americans of every race and color
have worked to build a nation of widening opportunities. Now our generation of Americans has been called on to
continue the unending search for justice within our own borders. We believe that all men are created equal. Yet
many are denied equal treatment. We believe that all men have certain unalienable rights. Yet many Americans do
not enjoy those rights. We believe that all men are entitled to the blessings of liberty. Yet millions are being
deprived of those blessings--not because of their own failures, but because of the color of their skin. The reasons are
deeply imbedded in history and tradition and the nature of man. We can understand--without rancor or hatred--how
this all happened. But it cannot continue. Our Constitution, the foundation of our Republic, forbids it. The principles
of our freedom forbid it. Morality forbids it. And the law I will sign tonight forbids it.
The purpose of the law is simple. It does not restrict the freedom of any American, so long as he respects the rights
of others. It does not give special treatment to any citizen. It does say the only limit to a man's hope for happiness,
and for the future of his children, shall be his own ability. It does say that there are those who are equal before God
shall now also be equal in the polling booths, in the classrooms, in the factories, and in hotels, restaurants, movie
theaters, and other places that provide service to the public.
We must not approach the observance and enforcement of this law in a vengeful spirit. Its purpose is not to punish.
Its purpose is not to divide, but to end divisions--divisions which have all lasted too long. Its purpose is national, not
regional.
Let us close the springs of racial poison. Let us pray for wise and understanding hearts. Let us lay aside irrelevant
differences and make our Nation whole.”
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Richard Nixon: Address Accepting the Presidential Nomination at the Republican National Convention in
Miami Beach, Florida - August 8, 1968
Mr. Chairman, delegates to this convention, my fellow Americans.
My friends, we live in an age of revolution in America and in die world. And to find the answers to our problems, let
us turn to a revolution, a revolution that will never grow old. The world's greatest continuing revolution, the
American Revolution.
The American Revolution was and is dedicated to progress, but our founders recognized that the first requisite of
progress is order.
Now, there is no quarrel between progress and order—because neither can exist without the other.
So let us have order in America—not the order that suppresses dissent and discourages change but the order which
guarantees the right to dissent and provides the basis for peaceful change.
And tonight, it is time for some honest talk about the problem of order in the United States.
Let us always respect, as I do, our courts and those who serve on them. But let us also recognize that some of our
courts in their decisions have gone too far in weakening the peace forces as against the criminal forces in this
country and we must act to restore that balance.
Let those who have the responsibility to enforce our laws and our judges who have the responsibility to interpret
them be dedicated to the great principles of civil rights.
But let them also recognize that the first civil right of every American is to be free from domestic violence, and that
right must be guaranteed in this country.
And if we are to restore order and respect for law in this country there is one place we are going to begin. We are
going to have a new Attorney General of the United States of America.
I pledge to you that our new Attorney General will be directed by the President of the United States to launch a war
against organized crime in this country.
I pledge to you that the new Attorney General of the United States will be an active belligerent against the loan
sharks and the numbers racketeers that rob the urban poor in our cities.
I pledge to you that the new Attorney General will open a new front against the filth peddlers and the narcotics
peddlers who are corrupting the lives of the children of this country.
Because, my friends, let this message come through clear from what I say tonight. Time is running out for the
merchants of crime and corruption in American society.
The wave of crime is not going to be the wave of the future in the United States of America.
We shall re-establish freedom from fear in America so that America can take the lead in re-establishing freedom
from fear in the world.
And to those who say that law and order is the code word for racism, there and here is a reply:
Our goal is justice for every American.
If we are to have respect for law in America, we must have laws that deserve respect.
Just as we cannot have progress without order, we cannot have order without progress, and so, as we commit to
order tonight, let us commit to progress.
And this brings me to the clearest choice among the great issues of this campaign.
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For the past five years we have been deluged by government programs for the unemployed; programs for the cities;
programs for the poor. And we have reaped from these programs an ugly harvest of frustration, violence and failure
across the land.
And now our opponents will be offering more of the same—more billions for government jobs, government
housing, government welfare.
I say it is time to quit pouring billions of dollars into programs that have failed in the United States of America.
To put it bluntly, we are on the wrong road—and it's time to take a new road, to progress.
Again, we turn to the American Revolution for our answer.
The war on poverty didn't begin five years ago in this country. It began when this country began. It's been the most
successful war on poverty in the history of nations. There is more wealth in America today, more broadly shared,
than in any nation in the world.
We are a great nation. And we must never forget how we became great.
America is a great nation today not because of what government did for people—but because of what people did for
themselves over a hundred- ninety years in this country.
So it is time to apply the lessons of the American Revolution to our present problem.
Let us increase the wealth of America so that we can provide more generously for the aged; and for the needy; and
for all those who cannot help themselves.
But for those who are able to help themselves—what we need are not more millions on welfare rolls—but more
millions on payrolls in the United States of America.
Instead of government jobs, and government housing, and government welfare, let government use its tax and credit
policies to enlist in this battle the greatest engine of progress ever developed in the history of man—American
private enterprise.
Let us enlist in this great cause the millions of Americans in volunteer organizations who will bring a dedication to
this task that no amount of money could ever buy.
And let us build bridges, my friends, build bridges to human dignity across that gulf that separates black America
from white America.
Black Americans, no more than white Americans, they do not want more government programs which perpetuate
dependency.
They don't want to be a colony in a nation.
They want the pride, and the self-respect, and the dignity that can only come if they have an equal chance to own
their own homes, to own their own businesses, to be managers and executives as well as workers, to have a piece of
the action in the exciting ventures of private enterprise.
I pledge to you tonight that we shall have new programs which will provide that equal chance.
We make great history tonight.
We do not fire a shot heard 'round the world but we shall light the lamp of hope in millions of homes across this land
in which there is no hope today.
And that great light shining out from America will again become a beacon of hope for all those in the world who
seek freedom and opportunity.
My fellow Americans, I believe that historians will recall that 1968 marked the beginning of the American
generation in world history.
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Just to be alive in America, just to be alive at this time is an experience unparalleled in history. Here is where the
action is. Think.
Thirty-two years from now most Americans living today will celebrate a new year that comes once in a thousand
years.
Eight years from now, in the second term of the next President, we will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the
American Revolution.
And by our decision in this election, we, all of us here, all of you listening on television and radio, we will determine
what kind of nation America will be on its 200th birthday; we will determine what kind of a world America will live
in the year 2000.
This is the kind of a day I see for America on that glorious Fourth— eight years from now.
I see a day when Americans are once again proud of their flag. When once again at home and abroad, it is honored
as the world's greatest symbol of liberty and justice.
I see a day when the President of the United States is respected and his office is honored because it is worthy of
respect and worthy of honor.
I see a day when every child in this land, regardless of his background, has a chance for the best education our
wisdom and schools can provide, and an equal chance to go just as high as his talents will take him.
I see a day when life in rural America attracts people to the country, rather than driving them away.
I see a day when we can look back on massive breakthroughs in solving the problems of slums and pollution and
traffic which are choking our cities to death.
I see a day when our senior citizens and millions of others can plan for the future with the assurance that their
government is not going to rob them of their savings by destroying the value of their dollars.
I see a day when we will again have freedom from fear in America and freedom from fear in the world.
I see a day when our nation is at peace and the world is at peace and everyone on earth—those who hope, those who
aspire, those who crave liberty—will look to America as the shining example of hopes realized and dreams
achieved.
My fellow Americans, this is the cause I ask you to vote for. This is the cause I ask you to work for. This is the
cause I ask you to commit to—not just for victory in November but beyond that to a new Administration.
Because the time when one man or a few leaders could save America is gone. We need tonight nothing less than the
total commitment and the total mobilization of the American people if we are to succeed.
Government can pass laws. But respect for law can come only from people who take the law into their hearts and
their minds—and not into their hands.
Government can provide opportunity. But opportunity means nothing unless people are prepared to seize it.
A President can ask for reconciliation in the racial conflict that divides Americans. But reconciliation comes only
from the hearts of people.
And tonight, therefore, as we make this commitment, let us look into our hearts and let us look down into the faces
of our children.
Is there anything in the world that should stand in their way?
None of the old hatreds mean anything when we look down into the faces of our children.
In their faces is our hope, our love, and our courage.
Tonight, I see the face of a child.
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He lives in a great city. He is black. Or he is white. He is Mexican, Italian, Polish. None of that matters. What
matters, he's an American child.
That child in that great city is more important than any politician's promise. He is America. He is a poet. He is a
scientist, he is a great teacher, he is a proud craftsman. He is everything we ever hoped to be and everything we dare
to dream to be.
He sleeps the sleep of childhood and he dreams the dreams of a child. And yet when he awakens, he awakens to a
living nightmare of poverty, neglect and despair. He fails in school.
He ends up on welfare.
For him the American system is one that feeds his stomach and starves his soul. It breaks his heart. And in the end it
may take his life on some distant battlefield.
To millions of children in this rich land, this is their prospect of the future.”
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=25968
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Jimmy Carter: Transcript of Former President Jimmy Carter's Remarks on Racism at an Emory University
Townhall Meeting
September 15, 2009
Question: Do you still believe that racism is an issue that President Obama is facing in passing bills in Congress?
President Carter: Yes, I do. Let me answer this question very carefully.
I think it is completely legitimate, and to be expected, to have tough, sometimes even unfair debates about major
issues that face our country. Health care is one. I think it is within the bounds of political propriety, for instance, for
opponents of President Obama's proposal to raise the false claim that there are death squads, and that everybody that
is over 65 years old is going to be deprived of medical care, to let them die early. Those are the kinds of claims that
have been made against them. That's okay.
But when a radical fringe element of demonstrators and others begin to attack the President of the United States of
America as an animal or as a reincarnation of Adolf Hitler, or when they waved signs in the air that said we should
have buried Obama with Kennedy, those kinds of things are beyond the bounds of the way Presidents have ever
been accepted, even with people who disagree.
And I think people that are guilty of that kind of personal attack against Obama have been influenced to a major
degree by a belief that he should not be president because he happens to be African-American. It's a racist attitude,
and my hope is, and my expectation is, that in the future both Democratic leaders and Republican leaders will take
the initiative in condemning that kind of unprecedented attack on the President of the United States.
https://www.cartercenter.org/news/editorials_speeches/emory-racism-091609.html
Ronald Reagan: "To those individuals who persist in such hateful behavior," the former president said, "if I were
speaking to them instead of to you, I would say to them, 'You are the ones who are out of step with our society. You
are the ones who willfully violate the meaning of the dream that is America. And this country, because of what it
stands for, will not stand for your conduct." (NAACP 1981)
George Bush: “President Duderstadt, thank you all very much. Thank you for that warm welcome. I want to salute
the president, salute Governor and Mrs. John Engler, Representatives of the Congress -- Pursell, Upton, and Vander
Jagt, and distinguished Regents, and especially I want to pay my respects to our fellow honorary degree recipients.
Barbara and I are very grateful for this high honor. Before this, there wasn't one lawyer in the family, and now we
have two.
The last time I was in Ann Arbor, we commemorated John Kennedy's unveiling of the Peace Corps. And as your
commencement program indicates, Lyndon Johnson introduced the Great Society in a University of Michigan
commencement address.
Today, I want to talk to you about this historic moment. Your commencement -- your journey into the "real world" - coincides with this nation's commencement into a world freed from cold war conflict and thrust into an era of
cooperation and economic competition.
The United States plays a defining role in the world. Our economic strength, our military power, and most of all, our
national character brought us to this special moment. When our policies unleashed the economic expansion of the
1980's, we exposed forever the failures of socialism and reaffirmed our status as the world's greatest economic
power. When we sent troops to the Gulf, we showed that we take principles seriously enough to risk dying for them.
But there's another message. There's another message. We also take them seriously enough to help others in need.
Today, men and women of Operation Provide Comfort toil on behalf of suffering Kurds. And today, our thoughts
and prayers also go to the hundreds of thousands of people victimized by a vicious cyclone in Bangladesh. Our
Government has sent aid to that stricken land. Dozens of private agencies have sprung into action as well, sending
food, water, supplies, and donations. The humanitarian instinct runs deep in our people, always has. It is an essential
element of our American character.
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Our successes have banished the Vietnam-era phantoms of doubt and distrust. In my recent travels around the
country I have felt an idealism that we Americans supposedly had lost. People have faith in the future. And they ask:
What next? And they ask: How can I help?
We have rediscovered the power of the idea that toppled the Berlin Wall and led a world to strike back at Saddam
Hussein. Like generations before us, we have begun to define for ourselves the promise of freedom.
I'd like to talk today about the nature of freedom and how its demands will shape our future as a nation.
Let me start with the freedom to create. From its inception, the United States has been a laboratory for creation,
invention, and exploration. Here, merit conquers circumstance. Here, people of vision -- Abraham Lincoln, Henry
Ford, Martin Luther King, Jr. -- outgrow rough origins and transform a world. These achievements testify to the
greatness of our free enterprise system. In past ages, and in other economic orders, people could acquire wealth only
seizing goods from others. Free enterprise liberates us from this Hobbesian quagmire. It lets one person's fortune
become everyone's gain.
This system, built upon the foundation of private property, harnesses our powerful instincts for creativity. It gives
everyone an interest in shared prosperity, in freedom, and in respect. No system of development ever has nurtured
virtue as completely and rigorously as ours. We've become the most egalitarian system in history -- and one of the
most harmonious -- because we let people work freely toward their destinies.
When governments try to improve on freedom -- say, by picking winners and losers in the economic market -- they
fail. No conclave of experts, no matter how brilliant, can match the sheer ingenuity of a market that collects and
distributes the wisdoms of millions of people, all pursuing their destinies in different ways.
Our administration appreciates the power of free enterprise, and our economic and domestic programs try to apply
the genius of the market to the needs of the Nation. For example, we want to eliminate rules and redtape that bind
the hands and the minds of entrepreneurs and innovators.
Our America 2000 educational strategy challenges the Nation to reinvent the American school, to compete in the
race to unleash our national genius.
We've incorporated market incentives into our legislative proposals, so taxpayers will get a fair return on their
dollars. Just look at last year's child-care legislation and the Clean Air Act, or this year's transportation bill.
We've proposed a comprehensive banking reform package that strengthens the financial system upon which
economic growth depends. We repeatedly have tried to slash the capital gains, so people with dreams have a chance
of achieving them.
And we want to extend this dignity of home ownership to people who live now in government-owned apartments.
Home ownership gives people dignity.
And although we have tried to transfer power into the hands of the people, we haven't done enough. In a world
transformed by freedom, we must look for other ways to help people build good lives for themselves and their
families. The average worker in the United States now spends more than 4 months of each year working just to pay
the tax man, and increasing numbers of citizens see that burden as a barrier to achieving their dreams. We've tried to
put on a lid on the spending that drives taxes and to concentrate government efforts on truly national purposes. It's
only common sense. And if we want to build faith in government, we must demand public services that serve the
people. We must insist upon compassion that works.
But the power to create also rests on other freedoms, especially the freedom -- and I think about that right now -- to
think and speak one's mind. [Applause] You see -- thank you. The freedom -- I had this written into the speech, and
I didn't even know these guys were going to be here.
No, but seriously, the freedom to speak one's mind -- that may be the most fundamental and deeply revered of all
our liberties. Americans, to debate, to say what we think -- because, you see, it separates good ideas from bad. It
defines and cultivates the diversity upon which our national greatness rests. It tears off the blinders of ignorance and
prejudice and lets us move on to greater things.
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Ironically, on the 200th anniversary of our Bill of Rights, we find free speech under assault throughout the United
States, including on some college campuses. The notion of political correctness has ignited controversy across the
land. And although the movement arises from the laudable desire to sweep away the debris of racism and sexism
and hatred, it replaces old prejudice with new ones. It declares certain topics off-limits, certain expression off-limits,
even certain gestures off-limits.
What began as a crusade for civility has soured into a cause of conflict and even censorship. Disputants treat sheer
force -- getting their foes punished or expelled, for instance -- as a substitute for the power of ideas.
Throughout history, attempts to micromanage casual conversation have only incited distrust. They have invited
people to look for an insult in every word, gesture, action. And in their own Orwellian way, crusades that demand
correct behavior crush diversity in the name of diversity.
We all should be alarmed at the rise of intolerance in our land and by the growing tendency to use intimidation
rather than reason in settling disputes. Neighbors who disagree no longer settle matters over a cup of coffee. They
hire lawyers, and they go to court. And political extremists roam the land, abusing the privilege of free speech,
setting citizens against one another on the basis of their class or race.
But, you see, such bullying is outrageous. It's not worthy of a great nation grounded in the values of tolerance and
respect. So, let us fight back against the boring politics of division and derision. Let's trust our friends and
colleagues to respond to reason. As Americans we must use our persuasive powers to conquer bigotry once and for
all. And I remind myself a lot of this: We must conquer the temptation to assign bad motives to people who disagree
with us.
If we hope to make full use of the optimism I discussed earlier, men and women must feel free to speak their hearts
and minds. We must build a society in which people can join in common cause without having to surrender their
identities.
You can lead the way. Share your thoughts and your experiences and your hopes and your frustrations. Defend
others' rights to speak. And if harmony be our goal, let's pursue harmony, not inquisition.
The virtue of free speech leads naturally to another equally important dimension of freedom, and that is the freedom
of spirit. In recent times, often with noble intentions, we as a nation have discouraged good works. Nowadays, many
respond to misfortune by asking: "Whom can I sue?" Even worse, many would-be Samaritans wonder: "Will
someone sue me?" Talented, concerned men and women avoid such noble professions as medicine for fear that
unreasonable and undefined liability claims will force them to spend more time in court than in the office or in the
hospital.
And at the same time, government programs have tried to assume roles once reserved for families and schools and
churches. This is understandable, but dangerous. When government tries to serve as a parent or a teacher or a moral
guide, individuals may be tempted to discard their own sense of responsibility, to argue that only government must
help people in need.
If we've learned anything in the past quarter century, it is that we cannot federalize virtue. Indeed, as we pile law
upon law, program upon program, rule upon rule, we actually can weaken people's moral sensitivity. The rule of law
gives way to the rule of the loophole, the notion that whatever is not illegal must be acceptable. In this way, great
goals go unmet.
When Lyndon Johnson -- President Johnson -- spoke here in 1964, he addressed issues that remain with us. He
proposed revitalizing cities, rejuvenating schools, trampling down the hoary harvest of racism, and protecting our
environment -- back in 1964. He applied the wisdom of his time to these challenges. He believed that cadres of
experts really could care for the millions. And they would calculate ideal tax rates, ideal rates of expenditures on
social programs, ideal distributions of wealth and privilege. And in many ways, theirs was an America by the
numbers: If the numbers were right, America was right.
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And gradually, we got to the point of equating dollars with commitment. And when programs failed to produce
progress, we demanded more money. And in time, this crusade backfired. Programs designed to ensure racial
harmony generated animosity. Programs intended to help people out of poverty invited dependency.
We should have learned that while the ideals behind the Great Society were noble -- and indeed they were -- the
programs weren't always up to the task. We need to rethink our approach. Let's tell our people: We don't want an
America by the numbers. We don't want a land of loopholes. We want a community of commitment and trust.
When I talked of a kinder, gentler nation, I wasn't trying to just create a slogan. I was issuing a challenge. An
effective government must know its limitations and respect its people's capabilities. In return, people must assume
the final burden of freedom, and that's responsibility.
An introductory course in political philosophy teaches that freedom entails responsibility. Most of our greatest
responsibilities confront us not in the government hearing rooms but around dinner tables, on the streets, at the
office. If you teach your children and others how to hate, they will learn. And if you encourage them not to trust
others, they'll follow your lead. And if you talk about compassion but refuse to help those in need, your children will
learn to look the other way.
Once your commencement ends, you'll have to rely on the sternest stuff of all: yourself. And in the end, government
will not make you good or evil. The quality of your life -- and of our nation's future -- depends as much on how you
treat your fellow women and men as it does on the way in which we in Washington conduct our affairs of state.
After all, the opposite of greed is not taxation. It is service.
My vision for America depends heavily on you. You must protect the freedoms of enterprise, speech, and spirit. You
must strengthen the family. You must build a peaceful and prosperous future. We don't need another Great Society
with huge and ambitious programs administered by the incumbent few. We need a Good Society built upon the
deeds of the many, a society that promotes service, selflessness, action.
The Good Society poses a challenge: It dares you to explore the full promise of citizenship, to join in partnership
with family, friends, government to make our world better. The Good Society does not demand agonizing sacrifice.
It requires something within everyone's reach: common decency -- common decency and commitment. Know your
neighbors. Build bonds of trust at home, at work, wherever you go. Don't just talk about principles -- live them.
Let me leave you today with an exhortation: Make the most of your abilities. Question authority, but examine
yourself. Demand good government, but strive to do what is good. Take risks. Muster the courage to be what I call a
Point of Light. Also, define your missions positively. Don't seek out villains. Don't fall prey to obsessions about
"freedom from" various ills. Focus on freedom's promise, on your promise.
When John Kennedy talked of sending a man to the Moon, he didn't say, we want to avoid getting stranded on this
planet. He said, we'll send a man to the Moon. We must be equally determined to achieve our common goals.
We live in the most exciting period of my lifetime, quite possibly of yours. The old way of doing things have run
their course. Find new ones. Dare to serve others, and future generations will never forget the example you set.
This is your day. Barbara and I are very proud to share it with you. Congratulations to each and every one of you.
And thank you for the honor.
And God bless the United States of America." http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=19546
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William J. Clinton, “Racism in the United States” (16 OCTOBER 1995) (Excerpts)
http://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/clinton-racism-in-the-united-states-speech-text/
[1] Thank you. You know, when I was a boy growing up in Arkansas, I thought it highly [audience interruption]
unlikely that I would ever become President of the United States. Perhaps the only thing even more unlikely was
that I should ever have the opportunity to be cheered at the University of Texas. [applause and laughter] I must say I
am very grateful for both of them. [laughter]
[8] My fellow Americans, I want to begin by telling you that I am hopeful about America. When I looked at Nikole
Bell up here introducing me and I shook hands with these other young students–I looked into their eyes; I saw the
AmeriCorps button on that gentleman’s shirt–[applause]–I was reminded, as I talk about this thorny subject of race
today, I was reminded of what Winston Churchill said about the United States when President Roosevelt was trying
to pass the Lend-Lease Act so that we could help Britain in their war against Nazi Germany before we, ourselves,
were involved. And for a good while the issue was hanging fire, and it was unclear whether the Congress would
permit us to help Britain, who at that time was the only bulwark against tyranny in Europe.
[9] And Winston Churchill said, “I have great confidence in the judgment and the common sense of the American
people and their leaders. They invariably do the right thing after they have examined every other alternative.”
[laughter] So I say to you, let me begin by saying that I can see in the eyes of these students and in the spirit of this
moment, we will do the right thing.
[10] In recent weeks, every one of us has been made aware of a simple truth–white Americans and black Americans
often see the same world in drastically different ways–ways that go beyond and beneath the Simpson trial and its
aftermath, which brought these perceptions so starkly into the open.
[11] The rift we see before us that is tearing at the heart of America exists in spite of the remarkable progress black
Americans have made in the last generation, since Martin Luther King swept America up in his dream and President
Johnson spoke so powerfully for the dignity of man and the destiny of democracy in demanding that Congress
guarantee full voting rights to blacks. The rift between blacks and whites exists still in a very special way in
America, in spite of the fact that we have become much more racially and ethnically diverse and that HispanicAmericans–themselves no strangers to discrimination–are now almost 10 percent of our national population.
[12] The reasons for this divide are many. Some are rooted in the awful history and stubborn persistence of racism.
Some are rooted in the different ways we experience the threats of modern life to personal security, family values,
and strong communities. Some are rooted in the fact that we still haven’t learned to talk frankly, to listen carefully,
and to work together across racial lines.
[13] Almost 30 years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King took his last march with sanitation workers in Memphis. They
marched for dignity, equality, and economic justice. Many carried placards that read simply, “I am a man.” The
throngs of men marching in Washington today, almost all of them, are doing so for the same stated reason. But there
is a profound difference between this march today and those of 30 years ago. Thirty years ago, the marchers were
demanding the dignity and opportunity they were due because in the face of terrible discrimination, they had worked
hard, raised their children, paid their taxes, obeyed the laws, and fought our wars.
[14] Well, today’s march is also about pride and dignity and respect. But after a generation of deepening social
problems that disproportionately impact black Americans, it is also about black men taking renewed responsibility
for themselves, their families, and their communities. [applause] It’s about saying no to crime and drugs and
violence. It’s about standing up for atonement and reconciliation. It’s about insisting that others do the same and
offering to help them. It’s about the frank admission that unless black men shoulder their load, no one else can help
them or their brothers, their sisters, and their children escape the hard, bleak lives that too many of them still face.
[15] Of course, some of those in the march do have a history that is far from its message of atonement and
reconciliation. One million men are right to be standing up for personal responsibility. But one million men do not
make right one man’s message of malice and division. [applause] No good house was ever built on a bad foundation.
Nothing good ever came of hate. So let us pray today that all who march and all who speak will stand for atonement,
for reconciliation, for responsibility.
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[16] Let us pray that those who have spoken for hatred and division in the past will turn away from that past and
give voice to the true message of those ordinary Americans who march. If that happens–[applause]– if that happens,
the men and the women who are there with them will be marching into better lives for themselves and their families.
And they could be marching into a better future for America. [applause]
[17] Today we face a choice–one way leads to further separation and bitterness and more lost futures. The other
way, the path of courage and wisdom, leads to unity, to reconciliation, to a rich opportunity for all Americans to
make the most of the lives God gave them. This moment in which the racial divide is so clearly out in the open need
not be a setback for us. It presents us with a great opportunity, and we dare not let it pass us by. [applause]
[18] In the past, when we’ve had the courage to face the truth about our failure to live up to our own best ideals,
we’ve grown stronger, moved forward, and restored proud American optimism. At such turning points, America
moved to preserve the Union and abolish slavery, to embrace women’s suffrage, to guarantee basic legal rights to
America without regard to race, under the leadership of President Johnson. At each of these moments, we looked in
the national mirror and were brave enough to say, this is not who we are; we’re better than that.
[19] Abraham Lincoln reminded us that a house divided against itself cannot stand. When divisions have threatened
to bring our house down, somehow we have always moved together to shore it up. My fellow Americans, our house
is the greatest democracy in all human history. And with all its racial and ethnic diversity, it has beaten the odds of
human history. But we know that divisions remain, and we still have work to do. [applause]
[20] The two worlds we see now each contain both truth and distortion. Both black and white Americans must face
this, for honesty is the only gateway to the many acts of reconciliation that will unite our worlds at last into one
America.
[21] White America must understand and acknowledge the roots of black pain. It began with unequal treatment, first
in law and later in fact. African Americans indeed have lived too long with a justice system that in too many cases
has been and continues to be less than just. [applause] The record of abuses extends from lynchings and trumped up
charges to false arrests and police brutality. The tragedies of Emmett Till and Rodney King are bloody markers on
the very same road.
[22] Still today, too many of our police officers play by the rules of the bad old days. It is beyond wrong when lawabiding black parents have to tell their law-abiding children to fear the police whose salaries are paid by their own
taxes. [applause]
[23] And blacks are right to think something is terribly wrong when African American men are many times more
likely to be victims of homicide than any other group in this country, when there are more African American men in
our corrections system than in our colleges, when almost one in three African American men in their twenties are
either in jail, on parole, or otherwise under the supervision of the criminal justice system–nearly one in three. And
that is a disproportionate percentage in comparison to the percentage of blacks who use drugs in our society. Now, I
would like every white person here and in America to take a moment to think how he or she would feel if one in
three white men were in similar circumstances.
[24] And there is still unacceptable economic disparity between blacks and whites. It is so fashionable to talk today
about African Americans as if they have been some sort of protected class. Many whites think blacks are getting
more than their fair share in terms of jobs and promotions. That is not true. [applause] That is not true. [applause]
[25] The truth is that African Americans still make on average about 60 percent of what white people do, that more
than half of African American children live in poverty. And at the very time our young Americans need access to
college more than ever before, black college enrollment is dropping in America.
[26] On the other hand, blacks must understand and acknowledge the roots of white fear in America. There is a
legitimate fear of the violence that is too prevalent in our urban areas; and often, by experience or at least what
people see on the news at night, violence for those white people too often has a black face.
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[27] It isn’t racist for a parent to pull his or her child close when walking through a high-crime neighborhood or to
wish to stay away from neighborhoods where innocent children can be shot in school or standing at bus stops by
thugs driving by with assault weapons or toting handguns like old west desperadoes. [applause]
[28] It isn’t racist for parents to recoil in disgust when they read about a national survey of gang members saying
that two-thirds of them feel justified in shooting someone simply for showing them disrespect. It isn’t racist for
whites to say they don’t understand why people put up with gangs on the corner or in the projects or with drugs
being sold in the schools or in the open. It’s not racist for whites to assert that the culture of welfare dependency,
out-of-wedlock pregnancy, and absent fatherhood cannot be broken by social programs unless there is first more
personal responsibility. [applause]
[29] The great potential for this march today, beyond the black community, is that whites will come to see a larger
truth–that blacks share their fears and embrace their convictions, openly assert that without changes in the black
community and within individuals, real change for our society will not come.
[30] This march could remind white people that most black people share their old-fashioned American values–
[applause]–for most black Americans still do work hard, care for their families, pay their taxes, and obey the law,
often under circumstances which are far more difficult than those their white counterparts face. [applause]
[31] Imagine how you would feel if you were a young parent in your 20s with a young child living in a housing
project, working somewhere for $5 an hour with no health insurance, passing every day people on the street selling
drugs, making 100 times what you make. Those people are the real heroes of America today, and we should
recognize that. [loud applause and cheers]
[32] And white people too often forget that they are not immune to the problems black Americans face–crime,
drugs, domestic abuse, and teen pregnancy. They are too prevalent among whites as well, and some of those
problems are growing faster in our white population than in our minority population. [applause]
[33] So we all have a stake in solving these common problems together. It is therefore wrong for white Americans to
do what they have done too often simply to move further away from the problems and support policies that will only
make them worse. [applause]
[34] Finally, both sides seem to fear deep down inside that they’ll never quite be able to see each other as more than
enemy faces, all of whom carry at least a sliver of bigotry in their hearts. Differences of opinion rooted in different
experiences are healthy, indeed essential, for democracies. But differences so great and so rooted in race threaten to
divide the house Mr. Lincoln gave his life to save. As Dr. King said, “We must learn to live together as brothers, or
we will perish as fools.” [applause]
[35] Recognizing one another’s real grievances is only the first step. We must all take responsibility for ourselves,
our conduct, and our attitudes. America, we must clean our house of racism. [applause]
[36] To our white citizens, I say, I know most of you every day do your very best by your own lights to live a life
free of discrimination. Nevertheless, too many destructive ideas are gaining currency in our midst. The taped voice
of one policeman should fill you with outrage. [applause] And so I say, we must clean the house of white America
of racism. Americans who are in the white majority should be proud to stand up and be heard denouncing the sort of
racist rhetoric we heard on that tape–so loudly and clearly denouncing it that our black fellow citizens can hear us.
White racism may be black people’s burden, but it’s white people’s problem. [applause] We must clean our house.
[applause]
[37] To our black citizens, I honor the presence of hundreds of thousands of men in Washington today committed to
atonement and to personal responsibility and the commitment of millions of other men and women who are African
Americans to this cause. I call upon you to build on this effort, to share equally in the promise of America. But to do
that, your house, too, must be cleaned of racism. There are too many today–[applause]–there are too many today,
white and black, on the left and the right, on the street corners and the radio waves, who seek to sow division for
their own purposes. To them I say, no more. We must be one. [applause]
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[38] Long before we were so diverse, our Nation’s motto was E Pluribus Unum–out of many, we are one. We must
be one–as neighbors, as fellow citizens, not separate camps but family–white, black, Latino, all of us, no matter how
different, who share basic American values and are willing to live by them.
[39] When a child is gunned down on a street in the Bronx, no matter what our race, he is our American child. When
a woman dies from a beating, no matter what our race or hers, she is our American sister. [applause] And every time
drugs course through the vein of another child, it clouds the future of all our American children. [applause]
[40] Whether we like it or not, we are one nation, one family, indivisible. And for us, divorce or separation are not
options. [applause]
[41] Here in 1995, on the edge of the 21st century, we dare not tolerate the existence of two Americas. Under my
watch, I will do everything I can to see that as soon as possible there is only one–one America under the rule of law,
one social contract committed not to winner-take-all but to giving all Americans a chance to win together–one
America. [applause]
[42] Well, how do we get there? First, today I ask every governor, every mayor, every business leader, every church
leader, every civic leader, every union steward, every student leader–most important, every citizen–in every
workplace and learning place and meeting place all across America to take personal responsibility for reaching out
to people of different races; for taking time to sit down and talk through this issue; to have the courage to speak
honestly and frankly; and then to have the discipline to listen quietly with an open mind and an open heart, as others
do the same. [applause]
[43] This may seem like a simple request, but for tens of millions of Americans, this has never been a reality. They
have never spoken, and they have never listened–not really, not really. [applause] I am convinced, based on a rich
lifetime of friendships and common endeavors with people of different races, that the American people will find out
they have a lot more in common than they think they do. [applause]
[44] The second thing we have to do is to defend and enhance real opportunity. I’m not talking about opportunity for
black Americans or opportunity for white Americans; I’m talking about opportunity for all Americans. [applause]
Sooner or later, all our speaking, all our listening, all our caring has to lead to constructive action together for our
words and our intentions to have meaning. We can do this first by truly rewarding work and family in government
policies, in employment policies, in community practices.
[45] We also have to realize that there are some areas of our country–whether in urban areas or poor rural areas like
south Texas or eastern Arkansas–where these problems are going to be more prevalent just because there is no
opportunity. There is only so much temptation some people can stand when they turn up against a brick wall day
after day after day. And if we can spread the benefits of education and free enterprise to those who have been denied
them too long and who are isolated in enclaves in this country, then we have a moral obligation to do it. It will be
good for our country. [applause]
[46] Third and perhaps most important of all, we have to give every child in this country, and every adult who still
needs it, the opportunity to get a good education. [applause] President Johnson understood that; and now that I am
privileged to have this job and to look back across the whole sweep of American history, I can appreciate how truly
historic his commitment to the simple idea that every child in this country ought to have an opportunity to get a
good, safe, decent, fulfilling education was. It was revolutionary then, and it is revolutionary today. [applause]
[47] Today that matters more than ever. I’m trying to do my part. I am fighting hard against efforts to roll back
family security, aid to distressed communities, and support for education. I want it to be easier for poor children to
get off to a good start in school, not harder. I want it to be easier for everybody to go to college and stay there, not
harder. [applause] I want to mend affirmative action, but I do not think America is at a place today where we can
end it. The evidence of the last several weeks shows that. [applause]
[48] But let us remember, the people marching in Washington today are right about one fundamental thing–at its
base, this issue of race is not about government or political leaders; it is about what is in the heart and minds and life
of the American people. There will be no progress in the absence of real responsibility on the part of all Americans.
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Nowhere is that responsibility more important than in our efforts to promote public safety and preserve the rule of
law.
[49] Law and order is the first responsibility of government. Our citizens must respect the law and those who
enforce it. Police have a life and death responsibility never, never to abuse the power granted them by the people.
We know, by the way, what works in fighting crime also happens to improve relationships between the races. What
works in fighting crime is community policing. We have seen it working all across America. The crime rate is down,
the murder rate is down where people relate to each other across the lines of police and community in an open,
honest, respectful, supportive way. We can lower crime and raise the state of race relations in America if we will
remember this simple truth. [applause]
[50] But if this is going to work, police departments have to be fair and engaged with, not estranged from, their
communities. I am committed to making this kind of community policing a reality all across our country. But you
must be committed to making it a reality in your communities. We have to root out the remnants of racism in our
police departments. We’ve got to get it out of our entire criminal justice system. But just as the police have a sacred
duty to protect the community fairly, all of our citizens have a sacred responsibility to respect the police; to teach
our young people to respect them; and then to support them and work with them so that they can succeed in making
us safer. [applause]
[51] Let’s not forget, most police officers of whatever race are honest people who love the law and put their lives on
the lines so that the citizens they’re protecting can lead decent, secure lives, and so that their children can grow up to
do the same.
[52] Finally, I want to say, on the day of this march, a moment about a crucial area of responsibility–the
responsibility of fatherhood. The single biggest social problem in our society may be the growing absence of fathers
from their children’s homes, because it contributes to so many other social problems. One child in four grows up in
a fatherless home. Without a father to help guide, without a father to care, without a father to teach boys to be men
and to teach girls to expect respect from men, it’s harder. [applause] There are a lot of mothers out there doing a
magnificent job alone–[applause]–a magnificent job alone, but it is harder. It is harder. [applause] This, of course, is
not a black problem or a Latino problem or a white problem; it is an American problem. But it aggravates the
conditions of the racial divide.
[53] I know from my own life it is harder, because my own father died before I was born, and my stepfather’s battle
with alcohol kept him from being the father he might have been. But for all fathers, parenting is not easy, and every
parent makes mistakes. I know that, too, from my own experience. The point is that we need people to be there for
their children day after day. Building a family is the hardest job a man can do, but it’s also the most important.
[54] For those who are neglecting their children, I say it is not too late; your children still need you. To those who
only send money in the form of child support, I say keep sending the checks; your kids count on them, and we’ll
catch you and enforce the law if you stop. [applause and cheers] But the message of this march today–one message
is that your money is no replacement for your guiding, your caring, your loving the children you brought into this
world. [applause]
[55] We can only build strong families when men and women respect each other; when they have partnerships’
when men are as involved in the home place as women have become involved in the workplace. [applause] It means,
[applause] among other things, that we must keep working until we end domestic violence against women and
children. [applause] I hope those men in Washington today pledge among other things to never, never raise their
hand in violence against a woman. [applause]
[56] So today, my fellow Americans, I honor the black men marching in Washington to demonstrate their
commitment to themselves, their families, and their communities. I honor the millions of men and women in
America, the vast majority of every color, who without fanfare or recognition do what it takes to be good fathers and
good mothers, good workers and good citizens. They all deserve the thanks of America. [applause]
[57] But when we leave here today, what are you going to do? What are you going to do? Let all of us who want to
stand up against racism do our part to roll back the divide. Begin by seeking out people in the workplace, the
classroom, the community, the neighborhood across town, the places of worship to actually sit down and have those
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honest conversations I talked about–conversations where we speak openly and listen and understand how others
view this world of ours.
[58] Make no mistake about it, we can bridge this great divide. This is, after all, a very great country. And we have
become great by what we have overcome. We have the world’s strongest economy, and it’s on the move. But we’ve
really lasted because we have understood that our success could never be measured solely by the size of our Gross
National Product. [applause]
[59] I believe the march in Washington today spawned such an outpouring because it is a reflection of something
deeper and stronger that is running throughout our American community. I believe that in millions and millions of
different ways, our entire country is reasserting our commitment to the bedrock values that made our country great
and that make life worth living.
[60] The great divides of the past called for and were addressed by legal and legislative changes. They were
addressed by leaders like Lyndon Johnson, who passed the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act. [applause]
And to be sure, this great divide requires a public response by democratically-elected leaders. But today, we are
really dealing, and we know it, with problems that grow in large measure out of the way all of us look at the world
with our minds and the way we feel about the world with our hearts.
[61] And therefore, while leaders and legislation may be important, this is work that has to be done by every single
one of you. [applause] And this is the ultimate test of our democracy, for today the house divided exists largely in
the minds and hearts of the American people. And it must be united there, in the minds and hearts of our people.
[62] Yes, there are some who would poison our progress by selling short the great character of our people and our
enormous capacity to change and grow. But they will not win the day; we will win the day. [applause]
[63] With your help–with your help–that day will come a lot sooner. I will do my part, but you, my fellow citizens,
must do yours.
[64] Thank you, and God bless you. [applause]
George W. Bush: "For our nation, there is no denying the truth that slavery is a blight on our history, and that
racism, despite all the progress, still exists today," Bush said at the conference in Baltimore. "For my party, there is
no escaping that the reality that the party of Lincoln has not always carried the mantle of Lincoln." He continued:
"Recognizing and confronting our history is important. Transcending our history is essential." (NAACP, 2000)
Barack Obama: Barack Obama Verified account 5:06 PM - 12 Aug 2017 @BarackObama
"No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin or his background or his religion..."
Citing Nelson Mandela, Obama wrote, "No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin or his
background or his religion ... People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love ...
For love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite."
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Donald Trump: "Racism is evil," Trump said. "And those who cause violence in its name are criminals or thugs,
including the KKK, neo-Nazis, white supremacists and other hate groups that are repugnant to everything we hold
dear as Americans."
I’m in Washington today to meet with my economic team about trade policy and major tax cuts and reform.
We are renegotiating trade deals and making them good for the American worker, and it’s about time. The economy
is now strong. The stock market continues to hit record highs, unemployment is at a 16-year low, and businesses are
more optimistic than ever before. Companies are moving back to the United States and bringing many thousands of
jobs with them. We have already created over one million jobs since I took office.
We will be discussing economic issues in greater detail later this afternoon, but based on the events that took place
over the weekend in Charlottesville, Virginia, I would like to provide the nation with an update on the ongoing
federal response to the horrific attack and violence that was witnessed by everyone. I just met with FBI director
Christopher Wray and Attorney General Jeff Sessions. The Department of Justice has opened a civil-rights
investigation into the deadly car attack that killed one innocent American and wounded 20 others. To anyone who
acted criminally in this weekend’s racist violence, you will be held accountable. Justice will be delivered.
As I said on Saturday, we condemn in the strongest possible terms this egregious display of bigotry, hatred, and
violence. It has no place in America. And as I have said many times before, no matter the color of our skin, we all
live under the same laws; we all salute the same great flag; and we are all made by the same almighty God. We must
love each other, show affection for each other, and unite together in condemnation of hatred, bigotry, and violence.
We must discover the bonds of love and loyalty that bring us together as Americans. Racism is evil, and those who
cause violence in its name are criminals and thugs, including the KKK, neo-Nazis, white supremacists, and other
hate groups that are repugnant to everything we hold dear as Americans. We are a nation founded on the truth that
all of us are created equal. We are equal in the eyes of our creator, we are equal under the law, and we are equal
under our constitution. Those who spread violence in the name of bigotry strike at the very core of America.
Two days ago, a young American woman, Heather Heyer, was tragically killed. Her death fills us with grief and we
send her family our thoughts, our prayers, and our love. We also mourn the two Virginia state troopers who died in
service to their community, their commonwealth, and their country. Troopers H. Jay Cullen and Berke Bates
exemplify the very best of America, and our hearts go out to their families, their friends, and every member of
American law enforcement. These three fallen Americans embody the goodness and decency of our nation. In times
such as these, America has always shown its true character, responding to hate with love, division with unity, and
violence with an unwavering resolve for justice. As a candidate, I promised to restore law and order to our country,
and our federal law-enforcement agencies are following through on that pledge. We will spare no resource in
fighting so that every American child can grow up free from violence and fear. We will defend and protect the
sacred rights of all Americans, and we will work together so that every citizen in this blessed land is free to follow
their dreams in their hearts and to express the love and joy in their souls.
Thank you. God bless you, and God bless America."
President Trump twitter message: “Condolences to the family of the young woman killed today, and best regards to
all of those injured, in Charlottesville, Virginia. So sad!” 4:25 PM - 12 Aug 2017
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Role of Congress Regarding Race: (Pages 20-21)
Thirteenth
Abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime. Approved by the
Amendment
38th Congress (1863–1865) as S.J. Res. 16; ratified by the states on December 6, 1865.
Civil Rights Act Guaranteed the rights of all citizens to make and enforce contracts and to purchase, sell, or lease
of 1866
property. Passed by the 39th Congress (1865–1867) as S.R. 61.
Declared that all persons born or naturalized in the U.S. were citizens and that any state that denied
Fourteenth
or abridged the voting rights of males over the age of 21 would be subject to proportional
Amendment
reductions in its representation in the U.S. House of Representatives. Approved by the 39th
Congress (1865–1867) as H.J. Res. 127; ratified by the states on July 9, 1868.
Forbade any state to deprive a citizen of his vote because of race, color, or previous condition of
Fifteenth
servitude. Approved by the 40th Congress (1867–1869) as S.J. Res. 8; ratified by the states on
Amendment
February 3, 1870.
First Ku Klux
Prohibited discrimination in voter registration on the basis of race, color, or previous condition of
Klan Act
servitude. Established penalties for interfering with a person’s right to vote. Gave federal courts the
(Civil Rights Act power to enforce the act and to employ the use of federal marshals and the army to uphold it.
of 1870)
Passed by the 41st Congress (1869–1871) as H.R. 1293.
Second Ku Klux
Placed all elections in both the North and South under federal control. Allowed for the appointment
Klan Act
of election supervisors by federal circuit judges. Authorized U.S. Marshals to employ deputies to
(Civil Rights Act
maintain order at polling places. Passed by the 41st Congress (1869–1871) as H.R. 2634.
of 1871)
Enforced the 14th Amendment by guaranteeing all citizens of the United States the rights afforded
Third Ku Klux
by the Constitution and provided legal protection under the law. Passed by the 42nd Congress
Klan Act (1871)
(1871–1873) as H.R. 320.
Barred discrimination in public accommodations and on public conveyances on land and water.
Civil Rights Act
Prohibited exclusion of African Americans from jury duty. Passed by the 43rd Congress (1873–
of 1875
1875) as H.R. 796.
Created the six-member Commission on Civil Rights and established the Civil Rights Division in
Civil Rights Act the U.S. Department of Justice. Authorized the U.S. Attorney General to seek court injunctions
of 1957
against deprivation and obstruction of voting rights by state officials. Passed by the 85th Congress
(1957–1959) as H.R. 6127.
Expanded the enforcement powers of the Civil Rights Act of 1957 and introduced criminal
Civil Rights Act penalties for obstructing the implementation of federal court orders. Extended the Civil Rights
of 1960
Commission for two years. Required that voting and registration records for federal elections be
preserved. Passed by the 86th Congress (1959–1961) as H.R. 8601.
Prohibited discrimination in public accommodations, facilities, and schools. Outlawed
discrimination in federally funded projects. Created the Equal Employment Opportunity
Civil Rights Act
Commission to monitor employment discrimination in public and private sectors. Provided
of 1964
additional capacities to enforce voting rights. Extended the Civil Rights Commission for four
years. Passed by the 88th Congress (1963–1965) as H.R. 7152.
Suspended the use of literacy tests and voter disqualification devices for five years. Authorized the
use of federal examiners to supervise voter registration in states that used tests or in which less than
Voting Rights
half the voting-eligible residents registered or voted. Directed the U.S. Attorney General to
Act of 1965
institute proceedings against use of poll taxes. Provided criminal penalties for individuals who
violated the act. Passed by the 89th Congress (1965–1967) as S. 1564.
Civil Rights Act
Prohibited discrimination in the sale or rental of approximately 80 percent of the housing in the
of 1968
U.S. Prohibited state governments and Native-American tribal governments from violating the
(Fair Housing
constitutional rights of Native Americans. Passed by the 90th Congress (1967–1969) as H.R. 2516.
Act)
Voting Rights
Extended the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 for five years. Made the act applicable to
Act
areas where less than 50 percent of the eligible voting age population was registered as of
Amendments of
November 1968. Passed by the 91st Congress (1969–1971) as H.R. 4249.
1970
Voting Rights
Extended the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 for seven years. Established coverage for
Act
other minority groups including Native Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Asian Americans.
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Amendments of Permanently banned literacy tests. Passed by the 94th Congress (1975–1977) as H.R. 6219.
1975
Extended for 25 years the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Allowed jurisdictions that
Voting Rights
could provide evidence of maintaining a clean voting rights record for at least 10 years, to avoid
Act
preclearance coverage (the requirement of federal approval of any change to local or state voting
Amendments of laws). Provided for aid and instruction to disabled or illiterate voters. Provided for bilingual
1982
election materials in jurisdictions with large minority populations. Passed by the 97th Congress
(1981–1983) as H.R. 3112.
Civil Rights
Established that antidiscrimination laws are applicable to an entire organization if any part of the
Restoration
organization receives federal funds. Passed by the 100th Congress (1987–1989) as S. 557.
Act of 1987
Fair Housing Act Strengthened the powers of enforcement granted to the Housing and Urban Development
Amendments of Department in the 1968 Fair Housing Act. Passed by the 100th Congress (1987–1989) as H.R.
1988
1158.
Reversed nine U.S. Supreme Court decisions (rendered between 1986 and 1991) that had raised the
Civil Rights Act bar for workers who alleged job discrimination. Provided for plaintiffs to receive monetary
of 1991
damages in cases of harassment or discrimination based on sex, religion, or disability. Passed by
the 102nd Congress (1991–1993) as S. 1745.
Extended the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 for 25 years. Extended the bilingual
Voting Rights
election requirements through August 5, 2032. Directed the U.S. Comptroller General to study and
Act of 2006
report to Congress on the implementation, effectiveness, and efficiency of bilingual voting
materials requirements. Passed by the 109th Congress (2005–2007) as H.R. 9.

Role of Supreme Court Regarding Race: (Page 22)
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) integrated schools
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Cooper v. Aaron (1958) After President Eisenhower sent the National Guard to protect the Little Rock Nine, the
Little Rock Board of Education attempted to force the withdrawal of black students
Swann c. Charlotte-Mecklenburg BOE (1965) (school busing)
San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez (1971) (school funding)
Loving v. Virginia (1967) interracial marriage
Regents of the University of California v. Bakke) (197 (reverse discrimination)
NCSS Response to the Tragedy in Charlottesville, Virginia (approved August 17, 2017)
Issued by National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) and its following Associated Groups:
 College and University Faculty Assembly (CUFA)
 International Assembly (IA)
 Social Science Educational Consortium (SSEC)
As members of the National Council for the Social Studies, we express deep concern for the events taking place in
Charlottesville, Virginia, and their aftermath during the past week. Acknowledging the long term and divisive
history of racial hatred and religious intolerance in the United States, we deplore acts of reckless violence and
declarations of white supremacy, which tear at the foundation of our common civic unity and faith in democratic
ideals.
As social studies professionals, we strive to prepare students for civic competence and active participation in our
society. Such active participation only happens with a sustained commitment to providing rigorous social studies
instruction everyday as part of a well-rounded education.
Soon, students will return to class, whether in university or K-12 classrooms. These events continue to stress the
need for sustained public discourse and instruction about the world around us. We cannot remain silent about such
critical themes as culture or global connections and expect our public to have appropriate civic engagement.
How should social studies educators address these issues in the classroom? While such a conversation can be very
difficult for some students and in some contexts, social studies teachers carry the responsibility for fostering
democratic values and engaged citizenship in the classroom. We are tasked with brokering difficult conversations
about issues of equity and social justice that engender open-mindedness and thoughtful responses to harmful
language and actions. We encourage all social studies teachers and teacher educators to equip our children and
students with the tools to eradicate hate, fear, and violence in our democratic society.
Teaching the Charlottesville Tragedy
NCSS invites its members and the general public to share resources and sustain conversations about civic
competence. Here are some resources to prepare to teach about Charlottesville and similar situations should they
arise in the future.
"The first thing teachers should do when school starts is talk about hatred in America. Here’s help"
Washington Post, August 13, 2017
"Teaching about race, racism and police violence: Resources for educators and parents"
Washington Post, July 11, 2017
"What should teachers say about the hate speech seen in Charlottesville?"
USA Today, August 14, 2017
Talking to Students About Charlottesville Violence and Racism"
NEAToday, August 14, 2017
Resources For Educators To Use In The Wake Of Charlottesville"
National Public Radio, August, 14, 2017
Timeline by the Southern Poverty Law Center on Confederate monuments
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The Illusion of Progress: Charlottesville's Roots in White Supremacy"
Citizen Justice Initiative, Carter G. Woodson Institute for African-American and African Studies, University of
Virginia
Other Resources
The History Classroom in an Era of Crisis: A Change of Course Is Needed
American Historical Association
Uncomfortable Conversations: Talking About Race In The Classroom
National Public Radio
What Is the Alt-Right?
Teaching Tolerance
Whose Heritage? Public Symbols of the Confederacy
Southern Poverty Law Center
Resources from the Southern Poverty Law Center on fighting hate
Note: These resources provided above were recommended by NCSS members for informational purposes only.
Inclusion here does not imply endorsement or approval by NCSS.
2240 CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES - SAMPLE BOE POLICY
Free discussion of controversial issues - political, economic, social -shall be encouraged in the
classroom whenever appropriate for the level of the group. Issues may be considered controversial which arouse
strong reactions, based either on personal conviction or allegiance to a group. School treatment of controversial
issues shall be designed to instruct pupils in fair and objective study techniques. The decision on whether a
particular controversial issue shall become a matter for school study shall be based on the timeliness of the question,
the maturity and needs of the pupils, and the purposes of the schools.
Classroom discussions on controversial questions which arise unexpectedly shall be the responsibility of the teacher,
who shall provide relevant information on both sides of the question. Such discussions shall be kept free from the
assumption that there is one correct answer which should emerge from a discussion and be taught authoritatively to
the pupils. Pupils shall be taught to recognize each other's right to form an opinion on controversial issues, and shall
be assured of their own right to do so without jeopardizing their relationship with the teacher or the school.
The Building Principal shall have the authority to limit or suspend discussion of controversial
issues pending a review of the issue/materials. Instructional materials not previously approved, including but not
limited to R-rated movies, must be reviewed by the Principal before being introduced into the classroom. Adopted:
7 December 2009
Links for Teaching About Hatred
Teaching Resources for Confronting Hate and Extremism—On and Off Campus
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/head-the-class/201708/beyond-charlottesville
Responding to Hate on Campus APA Convention Symposium 2017
http://faculty.webster.edu/woolflm/APASymposium2017.html
APA Responding to Hate on Campus Symposium 2017
http://www.splcenter.org - The Southern Poverty Law Center has many resources on its website including the
regularly published Teaching Tolerance,and Hatewatch,.
https://www.adl.org/education-and-resources/resources-for-educators-parents-families/lesson-plans
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http://inservice.ascd.org/resources-for-addressing-racism-and-hatred-in-theclassroom/?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=Social-Organic&utm_medium=social
http://iwitness.usc.edu/sfi/sites/100days/
https://constitutioncenter.org/ (Constitution Center- Philadelphia)

Letter Robert E. Lee wrote regarding the status of the slaves left to him and his wife upon the death of his
father-in-law.
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